Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



If^ 



m 



i( 



^• ;■ 



,..''- 



t ^ 



!« 



I / 



/ 






.^ 



r 



f. ! ' 



A 
JOURNEY 

TO THS 

WESTERN ISLANDS 

or 
SCOTLANa 



LONDON: 

W. tTKABAN I «Bd T. CAkllL IS ^ SOVU. 
MDGCIXST. 



*» 



• » 








, f 



/ * 







E R 



ATA. 



tzgc lei line 6, for mil Buy read Muii Roj. 
no — 6, for//* read hair. 
»47 —- 7» ^o' ^Wrcad^tfW/. 
^73 — 9» for y^^-W read /-6/></. 
l8o line lalt, for fold read >^4^. 
182 — 3, for pa^bed read not parche^. 



• < 



s 



/ 



>X^-X^X^X^!^X^!^X*XT><^!^X•«■X^!^X^ 
>X^!^X•«■X*X*X*X^X^■X*X^1^X*^ 



J O U R N E V 



t T HE 



WESTERN ISLANDS 

G F'^ 

SCOTLAND 

I HAD: dfefircd to Vifit the Hebrides^ or ' 
Wcftern Iflandf of Scotland, fo long, 
that I fcareely remember how the wifh was 
originally excited; and was in the Autumfi 

of the year 1773 induced to undertake the 

.. - 

journey, by finding id. Mr* Bofwell a conx- 

• * 

panion, whofe acuteneft wbuld help my 
inquiry, and whofe gaiety of converfatioA 
Add civility of manners are- fufficient to 

^ B countera^ 



2 A JOURNEY TO THE 

counterad the iilconveoieacies of travel, 
in cQuatries lefs hofpitable than we have 
pafled. 

4 

On the eighteenth of Auguft we left 
Edinburgh) a city too well known to admit 
defcription, and direifled our courfe north- 
ward, along the eaflern coaft of Scotland, 
accompanied the firft day by another 
gentleman, who could ftay with us only 
long enough to (hew us how much we lofl 
at reparation. 

As We croffed the Frith of Forth^ our 
xuriodty was attraded by hch Keith^ a 
fmall ifland, which neither of my compa- 
aiox^^ had ever ^ifited, though, lying 
within their yiew, it had all their lives fo- 
lidted their notice. Here^ by climbing 
with fome difficulty ovet {battered crag^, 
we made the firft experiment of. unfro*^ 
quented coafts/ Inch Keith is nothing 
more than a ropk covered wit)^ a thio 

layer 
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layer of <artli, not whblly bare of grifs, 
an^ very fertile of thiftles. A fmall herd 
of cows gfaied annually upon it in the 
(bmrner. It feems never to have atforded 
to m&n or beaft a permanent habitation. 

We found only th6 ruins of d, fmall fort, 
not fo injured by time but that it might 
be eafily reftored to its former ftate. It 
feems never to have been intended as a 

> 

place of flrength, nor was built to endure 
a liege, but merely to afford cover to a few 
foldiers, who perhaps had the charge of a 
battery, or were flatioded to give fignals 

« 

of approaching danger. There is there- 
^re no proviiioh of Water within the walls^ 
though the fprihg is fo near, that it might 
have been eafily enclofed* One of the 
ftones had this infcription : *^ Maria Reg* 
** 1564/' It has probably been neglciSed 
fi:otti the time that the whole iiland had 

the feme king. 

B2 Wc 
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•We left this little ifland with our 
thoughts employed awhile, on the different 
2ippearance ^ th^ it would have made, if 
it had • been placed at the fame diftance 
from London, with the fame facility of 
approach; with wiiat emulation of price 
a few rocky -acrea would have been pur- 
chafed, and with what expenfive induftry. 
they would have been cultivated and 
adorned. 

When we landed, we found our chalfe 
ready, and pafled through Kinghortij Kir-- 

kaJdyy ^nd Cozvpar J places not unlike the 

» • • '4 

fmall or draggling market-rtowns in thofe 
parts of England where commerce and 
manufaiClures hare not yet produced opu* 
lence. 

. Though we were yet in the moft popu- 
lous part of Scotland, and at fo fmall a 
dlftance from the capital, we met few paf- 

fengers. 

The 
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The roads are neither rough nor dirty ; 
and it affords* a fputhern ftranger a new 
kind of pleafure to travel fo commodioufly 
without the interruption of toll-gates. 
Where the bottom is rocky, as it feems 
commonly to be in Scotland, a fmooth 
way is made indeed with great labour, but 
it never wants repairs ; and in thofe parts 
where. adventitious materials are neceffary, 
the ground once confolidated is rarely 
broken : for the inland comnlerce is not 
great, nor are h^avy commodities often 
tranfported otherwife than by water. The 
carriages in common ufe are fmall carts, 
drawn each by one little horfe; afad a man 
feems to derive fome degree of dignity 
and importance from the reputation of 
pofleflxng a two*horfc cart. 



ST. ANDREWS. 

At an hour fomewhat late we came to 
St. Andrews, a city once archiepifcopal ; 

B 3 where 
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where tbfit univerfity ftill fubfifts in which 
jAilofophy wa8 forweriy tgught by Bucha- 
oan^ whoTe name has as fair a claim to 
iiHTOortaHty as can be conferred by modern 
ktinity, and perhaps a fairer than the in-- 
fiability of vernacular languages admits. 

We found, that by the interpofitbn of 
fome invifibie friend, lodgings had been 
provided for us at the hotife of one of the 
profeflbrs^ whofe eafy civility quickly made 
us forget that we were ftrangers ; and in 
the whole tinie of our Aay we were gra- 
tified by every mode of kindnefs^ and en- 

» 

tertained with all the elegance of lettered 
ha^itality^ 

> In the morning we rpfc to perambujafij 

a city, which only hiftory fhews to have 

once flpurifhed^ and furveyed tibe ruins of 

ancient magnificence, of which even the 

ruins cannot long be vijGiMe^ un^i^s i]bme 

(jg^f |>e taksa. to jprefcRvs tbgnj. j, ai^ whe«« 

48 
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is the pleafure of prefer ving fuch mournfitl 
memorials ? They have been till ^ery lately 
fb much negleded, that every man carried 
away the ftones who fancied that he wanted 
them. 

The cathedrali of which the foundations 
may be ftill traced, and a fmall part of the 
wall is ftandingy appears to have been a 
ipacious and majefliick bidldingt not uq« 
fuitable to the primacy of the kingdom* 
Of the architedure, the poor remains caQ 
hardly exhibit, even to an artift, a fufH- 
cient ipecimen. It was demolifhed, as is 
v^ell known, in the tumult and violence of 
Knost's reformation. 

Not far from the cathedral, on the mar« 
gin of the witter, ftaffis a fragment of the 
oiftle, ia which the archbifhop anciently 
redded; It was never very large, and was 
ba^C with mcKre attention to fecurity than 
pleafure* Cardinal Beatoun is £add to have 

B4 had 
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had workmen employed in Improving it « 
fortifications at the time whenl\e wa? mur-» 
d^red by the ruffians of reformation, in the 
manner of which Knox has given what 
}ie himfelf calls a n^erry narrative* 

The change of religion in Scotland, 
eager and vehement as it was, raifed an 
epidemical enthuiiafm, compounded of ful-r 
len fcrupuloufnefs and warlike ferocity, 
which, in a people whom idlenefs refigned 
to their own thoughts, and who converfmg 
only with each other, fuffered no dilution 
of their zeal from the gradual influx of 
new opinions, was long franfmitted in its 
full ftreqgth from the old to the young, 
but by trade and intercourfe with Eng- 
land, is now vifibly abating, and giving 
way too faft to th^ laxity of pra(3:ice 
and indifference of opinion, in which men, 
not fufficiently inib:ud:ed to find the middle 
point, too eafily fhelter themfelves from 

^gouf and coaflraint. 

Th§ 
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The city of St. Andrews, when it ha4 
loft its archiepifcopal pre-eminence, gra- 
dually decayed : One of its ftreets is now 
loft ; and in thofe that remain, there is thq 
filence and folitude of inadive indigence 
and gloomy depopulation. 

The unlverfity, within a few years, con- 
lifted of three colleges, but is now reduced 
to two ; the college of St, Leonard being 
lately diffolved by the fale of its buildings 
^nd the appropriation of its revenues to the 
profeflbrs of the two others. The chapel 
of the alienated college is yet ftanding, a 
fabrick not inelegant pf external ftru£ture ; 
but I was alwaySf by fome civil excufe, 
hindered from entering it. A decent at- 
tempt, as I was fince told, has been n^ade 
to convert it into a kind of green-houfe, 
by planting its area with fhrubs. This 
new method qf gardening is unfuccefs- 
ful; the plants do not hitherto profper. 
^Q wliat ufe it will next be put I have ho 

pleafure 
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pleafure in conjc£bidng<( It is IbfUething 
that its pceknt ftate ia at leaft not oftenta* 
ttoufly difplayed. Where there is yet 
fliame^, there may in time be tirtue. 

The diflblution of St, Leonard's College 
was doubtlefs neceflary j but of that necef«- 
fify there is reafon to complain. It is 
furely not withont juft reproach, that a 
nation, of which the commerce is hourly^ 
extending, and the weahh increafing, de« 
liies any participation of its profperity to 
its literary focieties ; and while its mer- 

chants or its nobles are raifing palaces, fuf^ 
fers its univerfities to moulder into dull. 

Of the two colleges yet (landing, one is 
by the inftitution of its founder appro^ 
jpritfted: to Divinity, It is faid to be ca« 
pable of ccmtainitig fifty ftudents ; but more 
than one nttlft occupy a chamber. The 
library,' which is of hite eredion, is not 
ver^r ipacious, but elegant and lut5inous; 

The 
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The dodor, hj wIuMn it wm ihewn, 
hoped to irritate or fubdue my Engliih va« 
nity by telling me, that we had no fuolt 
rqpoiitory of booka in England. 

Saint Andrews feems to be a (dace emi* 
neatly adapted to ftndy and education, 
being fituated in a popubus, yet a cheap 
countryt and e^pofing the minda and man? 
nerfr of young men neither to the levity 
and diffolutenefs of a capital city, nor to 
the grofs luxury <^ a town of commerce, 
plac^ naturally unpropitious to learning ; 
id one the defire of knowledge eafily gives 
way to the love of pleafure,. and in the 
other, is in danger pf yielding to the love 
of 



The ftudeats however arc reprefented 
as at this time not exceeding a hun« 
dred« Perhaps it may be fome obftruc* 
tion to tbeif increase, that there is no 
episcopal cbspel in the pkice. I faw no 

reafoo 
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reafon fqr imputing their paucity to /the 
prefcnt proFeflorsi nor can the cxpcnce of 
gn acatdemical education be very reafon^ 
ably objeded. A ftudent of the higheft 
clafs may keep his annual feflion, or as the 
Englifli call it; Jbis term, which lafts feven 
months, for about fifteen pounds, and one 
of lower rank for lefe than ten ; in whicht 
board, lodging, and inflrij^ion are all in^ 

V 



t -« » 



Thechief magiftrate rcfident in the uni-» 
verfity, anfwering to our vice-chancellor, 
and to the rc^or magnificus on the conti- 
nent, had commonly the title of Lord 
Reftor ; but being addreffed only as Jlfr. 
Recior in an inauguratory fpeech by the 
prefent chancellor, he has fallen from his 
former dignity of ftyle. Lordfhip was very 
liberally annexdd by our anceftors to any 

ftation or character of dignity : They faid, 

» • 

the Lord General^ arid Lord Amhajfador \ fo 
we ftill fay, my Lordj to the judge upon the 

circuit, 
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circuity and yet retain in our Liturgy the 
tiOrds of the Council • 

In. walking among the ruins of reli- 
gious buildingSi we came to. two vaults 
Qver which had formerly flood the houfe 
of the fub-prior. One of the vaulte was 
inhabited by an old woman, who claimed 
the right of abode there, aa t^ie widow .of 
a man whofe anceftors had poffeffed the 
fame gloomy manfion for no lefs than four 
generations. The right, however it began, 
was confidered as eftablifhed by legal pre- 
fcription, and the old woman lives undif- 
turbed. She thinks however that fhe has 
a claim to fomething more than fiiffer- 

« 

ance;. for as her huflband's name was 
Bruce, fhe is allied to royalty, and told 
Mr. Bofwell that when there were perfohs 
of quality in the place, (he was diftinguiflied 
by fome notice : that indeed ihe is now 

Aeg1e£ted, but (he fpins a tbi^ad^ has the 

company 
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company of ker cat, and is troubkfQitte to 
nobody. 

Having now feen whatever thisi Undknt 
city offered to our curiofityi we left it witft^ 
good wiflies^ having reafon to^ be highly* 
^leafed with the attention that was paid 
us* Bnt whoever fufveys the world muft 
fee many things that give him paiii. T*he 
kindnefs of the profefTors did not cdiitri-* 
bute to abate the uiaeafy remembrance of 
an univerfity declining, a college alienated, 

and a church profaned and haftening to 
the ground. 

St« Andrews indeed has formerly fuf^ 

fered more atrocious ravages and more ex<« 

tenfive defiru£kion, but, recent evils iaffefl 

with greater force. We were reconciled to 

the fight of archiepiicopal ruins^ The di- 

ftance of a calamity from the prefem time 

feem^ to preclude the mind from contaft 

or 
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or fympathy. Eveots Umg paft are bardjr 
koown ; tb^y Ate not coofidered. We read 
with as little emotioa the violence of Knoic 
and hU followers^ as the irruptions of Al« 
ftric and the Gotha. Had the uniTerfity 
heea deftroyed twoxenturies ago, we fiunild 
not have regretted rt ; but to fee it pining 
in decay and ftruggling for life» fills the 
mind with mournful images and ineffec* 
tual wifhes^ 



ABERBROTHICK. 

« 

As we knew forrow and wiihes to be 
vain, it was now our bufinefs to mind our 
way. The roads of Scotland afford little 
diverfion to the traveller, who feldom fees 
himfelf either encountered or overtaken, 
and who has nothfng to contemplate but 
grounds that have no Vifible boundaries, 
or are Separated by walls of loofe ftone. 
Frda the bank of the Tweed to St. An*- 

dfcws 
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drews I had, tiever feen a fingle tfedi 
^hich I did not believe to .have growii 
lip far within the prefent century. NoW 
aind then about a gentlenian's houfe flandi 
a fmall plantation^^ whkh in S(:6ttb' is called 
ti policy t but of thefc there are few, 
and thofe few all very young. The va* 
riety of fiiri and fhade is here utteriy un* 
Jbnownr. There is no tree for either fliel-^ 
ter or timber. The oak and the thorn ift 
equally a ftranger, and the whole coun-- 
try 18 extended in uniform nakednefs, ex-' 
cept that in the road between Kirkaldy 
and Cowpary 1 paiTed for a few yards 
between two hedges. A tree mlgb!t he a 
fhow • in Scotland as a horfe in Venice^ 
At St. Andrews Mr. Bofwell found only 
one^ and recommended it to my notice ; I 
told him that it was rough and low, or 
looked as if I thought fo. This,, faid he, is 
nothing to another a few miles off. ' I vwis 

.fiill lefs delighted to hear that another tree 

was not to be feen nearer* Nay, faid a 

2 gentleman 



\ 
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geiitlemati that ftood by. I know but of 
this and that tree in the county; 



The Lowlands of Scotland had otice un- 
doubtedly an equal portion of woods with 
other countries* Forefts are every where 
gradually diminifl^cd, as architecture and 
cultivation prevail by the increafe 6f peo- 
pie and the introdudiou of ^rts. But I 
believe few regions have been dctiuded like 
this, ^ where many centuries muft have 
t^alled^ in wafte without the leaft thought 
6f future fupply* Davies obfertes in his 
account of Ireland, that no Irifhman had 
ever planted an orchard. For that neg- 
ligence fome excufe might be drawn from 
an unfettle^ ftate 6f life, and the inftabi* 
lity of property j but in Scotland pofleflion 
has long been fecur^i dUd inheritance re« 
gular^ yet it may be doubted whether ber 
fore the Union any toati between Edin* 
1)urgh a^nd England had ever fet a tree* 

♦C Of 
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Of this improvidence no other account 
can be given than that it probably began 
in times of tumult, and continued becaufe 
* it had begun. Eftablifhed cuftom is not 
eafily broken, till fome great event fliakcs 
the whole fyftem of things, and life feems 
to recommence upon new principles* That 
before the Union the Scots had little trade 
and little money, is no viailid apology ; for 
plantation is the leaft expenfive of all me-> 
thods of improvement. To drop a feed 
into the ground can coft nothing, aild the 
trouble is not great of proteding t^ 
young plant, till it is out of dinger; 
though it muft be allowed to have fome 
difitculty in places like thefe, where they 
have neither wood for palifades, nor thorns 
for hedges* 

Our way was over the Firth of Tay, 
where, though the water was not wide, we 
paid four {hillings for ferrying the chaife. 

la Scotland the neceflaries of life are eafily 

procured^ 



*g 
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procured) but fuperfluities and elegancies 
i»Q9 of the £une price at leafl as in £ng« 
hnd^ and therefore may be confidered as 
much dearen 

• »- • 
We flopped a while at Dundecj where I 

remember nothing remarkable, and mount- 

ipg our cbaife again, came about the clofe 

of the day to Aberbrothick, 

The monaftery of Aberbrothick is of 

great renown in the hiftory of Scotland. 
Its ruins afibrd ample teflimony of its an- 
cient magnificence: Its extent might, I 
fuppofe, eafily be found by following the 
walls among the grafs and weeds^ and 
its height is known by fome parts yet 
fiinding. The arch of one of the gates 
is entire, And of another only fo far di- 
lapidated as to diverfify the appearance. A 
Iquare apartment of great loftinefs is yet 
ftanding ; its ufe I could not conjeduve, 
^s its elevation was very difproportipnate 

Cz to 
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to its area. Two corner towers particu* 
larly attrafted our attention. Mr. BofwelU 
it^hofe inquifitivenefs is feconded by great 
a^ivity, fcrambled in at a high window^ 
but found the Oairs within broken, and 
could not reach the top. Of the other 
tower we were told that the inhabitants 
fometimes climbed it, but we did not 
immediately difcern the entrance, and as 
the night was gathering upon' us, thought 
proper to defift. Men {killed in architec- 
ture might do what we did not attempt : 
They might probably form an exafl: ground- 
plot of thi^ venerable edifice. They niay 
from fome parts yet (landing cbnjedure 
its general form, and perhaps by comparing 
it with other biiildings of the fame kind 
and the fame age, attain an idea very near 
to truth. I ihould fcarcely have regretted 
my journey, had it afforded nothing more 
than the fight of Aberbrothick. 

MON- 
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MONTROSE. 

Leaving thefe fragments of magnificence, 
we travelled on to Montrofe, Mrhich we fur- 
Teyed in the morning, and found it well 
built, airy, and clean. The town-houfe is 

« 

a handfome fabrick with a portico. We 
then went to view the Englifh chapel, and 
found a fmall church, clean to a degree 
unknown in any other part of Scotland, 
with commodious galleries, and what was 
yet lefs expefted, with an organ. 

At our inn we did not find a reception 
fuch as we thought proportionate to the 
commercial opulence of the place ; but Mr* 
Bofwell defired me to obferve that the inn* 
keeper was an Englifhman, and I then de« 
fended him as well as I could. 

When I had proceeded thus far, I had 
opportunities of obferving what I had ne-^ 

C 3 ver 
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ver heard, that there are many beggars iri 
Scotland. In Edinburgh the proportion is, 
I think, not lefs than in London, and in 
the fmaller places it is far greater than in 
Englifli towns of the fame extent. It 
muft, however, be allowed that they are 
uot importunate, nor clamorous. They 
iblicit filently, or very modeftly, and there^- 
fore though their behaviour may ftrike 
with more force the heart of a ftranger, 
they are tertainly in danger of miffing 
the attention of their countrymen. Novelty 
has always fome power, an unaccuftomed 
mode of begging excites an unaccuftomed 
degree of pity. But the force of novelty 
is by its own nature foon at an end ; the 
efficacy of outcry and perfeverance is per-p" 
manent and certain. 

The road fj-om Montrofe exhibited a 
continuation of the fame appearances. The 
country is ftill naked, the hedges are of 

•ftooe, aad the fields fo generally plowed 
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that it is hard to imagine where grafs is 
found for the horfes that till them. The 
harveft, which was almoft ripe> appeared 
very plentiful. 

Early in the afternoon Mr. Bofwell ob- 
ferved that we were at no great diftance 
from the houfe of Lord Monboddo. The 
magnetifm of his converfation eafily drew 
us out of our way> and the entertainment 
which we received would have been a fuf- 
ficient recompenfe for a much greater de- 
viation. 

The roads beyopd £dinburgh» as they 
are lefs frequented^^msit'iA^KpcS^d to 
grow gradually rougher; but they were 
hitherto by no means incommodious. W^ 
travelled on with the gentle pace of a 
Scotch driver, who having no rivals in ex« 
pedition, neither gives himfelf nor his 
horfes unneccflary trouble. Wd did boC 
aff);^ the impatience we did not feel) but 

C 4 were 
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were fatisGed with the company of eaich othtff 
as well riding in the chaifei as futing a| 
an inn. The night and the day are 
equally folitary and equally fafe ; for whera 
there are fo fe\y travellers, why (hQuld there 
be robbers ? 

ABERDEEN. 

We came fomewhat late to Aberdeen, 
and found the inn fo full, that we ha4 
foQie difficulty in obtaining admiiEoni till 
Mr. Bofwell made himfelf known: Hi$ 
name overpowered all objedion, and we 
found a very good houfe and civil treat- 
jaent. 

I received the next day a very kind let- 
ter from Sir Alexander Gordon, whom I 
had formerly known in London, and after 
a cefFation of all intercourfe for near twenty 
yeara met her* profcflbr of phyfic 14 
^9 K^i^^'s College. Such unexpeSed 

l^enewal^ 
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f^ewals: ei acquaiatahce may be mini* 
|)er6d 9inong |;he mojl ple»fiog incidents of 

life- 

The knowledge of one profeflbr foon 
procured me the notice of the reft, and I 
did not want any token of regard, being 
icondiided wherctcr there was any thing 
which I defired to fee, and entertained at 
once with the novelty of the place, and the 
)pn4n^s of communication. 

To write of the cities of our own ifland 
with the folemnity of geographical defcrip- 
tion, as if we had been, caft upon a newly 
difcovered coaft, has the appearance of 
very frivolous oftentation; yet as Scot- 
land is little known fo the greater part 
pf thole who may read thefe obfervations, 
\t is not fuperfluous t6 relate, that under the 
name of Aberdeen are comprifed two towos 
fianding about a mile diftant from each 

^ther. 
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orheri but governed, I think) by- the fame 
ttiagilfarates. 

4 

Old Aberdeen is the ancient epifcopal 
cit7» in vrhich are ftill to be feen tke re* 
mains of the cathedral. It has the ap* 
pearance of a town in decay, having been 
fituated in times when commerce was yet 
unftudied, with very little attention to the 
commodities of the harbow. 

New Aberdeen has all the buftle of pro- 
fperous trade, and all the fiiow of increas- 
ing opulence. It is built by the water- 
fide* The houfes are large and lofty, and 
the ftreets fpacious and clean. They build 
almoft wholly with the granite ufed in the 
new pavement of the ftreets of London, 
which is well known not to want hardnefs, 
yet they ihape it eafily. It is beautiful and. 
muft be very lafting. 



What 
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What particular parts of commerce are 
chiefly exercifed by the merchants of Aber- 
deen, I have not inquired. The rnanu^ 
fadure which forces itfelf upon a (banger's 
eye is that of koit-ftockiags, on which 
the women of the lower clafs are vifibly 
employed* 

In each of thefe towns there is a col- 
lege, or in ftrifter language, an univer- 
fity; for in both there are profeflbrs of 
the iame parts of learning, and the col- 
leges hold their feflions and confer degrees 
ieparately, with total indepehdence of one 
pn the other. 

In Old Aberdeen ftands the King's Col- 
lege, of which the firfl: prefident was* 
HeSior Boece^ or Boethius^ who may be 
juftly reverenced one of the revivers of ele- 
gant learning. When he ftudied at Paris, 
he was acquainted with Erafmus^ who af- 
terwards gave him a public teftimony of 

his 
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his cftecm, by infcribing to him a cata- 
logue of his works. The ftyle of Boethius^ 
though, perhaps, not always rigoroufly 
pure, is formed with great diligeiKe upon 
ancient models, and wholly uninfeded 
with monadic barbarity. His hiftory is 
written with elegance and vigour, but his 
fabuloufnefs and credulity are juftly blamed. 
His fabuloufnefs, if he was the author of 
the fictions, is a fault for which no apo- 
logy can be made ; but his credulity may 
be excufed in an age, when all men were 
credulous. Learning was then riling on 
the world ; but ages fb long accuflomed to 
darknefs, were too much dazzled with its 
light to fee any thing diftindly. .The 
firft race of fcholars in the fifteenth cen- 
tury, and fome time after, were, for the 
moil part, learning to fpeak, rather than 
to think, and were therefore more ftudious 
of elegance than of truth. The contem- 
poraries of Boethius thought it fufiicient to 
know what the ancient^ had deliveredt 

The 
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The examination of tenets and of fa^t 
was referved for another geueration* 

BoetVms, as prefident of the univerfity, 
enjoyed a revenue of forty Scottifh marks, 
about two pounds four fhlUings and fix^ 
pence of flerling money. In the prefent 
age of trade and taxes, it is difficult even 
for the imagination fo to raife the value of 
money, or fo to diminifh the demands 
of life, as to fuppofe four and forty (hil- 
lings a year, an honourable ftipend; yet 
it was probably equal, not only to the 
needs, faut to the rabk of Boethius. . The 

wealth of England was undoubtedly to that 
6f Scotland more than five to one, and it 
is known that Henry the Eighth, among 
whofe faults avarice was never reckoned, 
Ranted to Roger Afcham, as a reward of his 

'learning, a penfi^xi of ten pounds a yean 

» 

Theotber, called the ManfclialCollege» U 
in the new town. The hall is lar|;e and well 

lightedf 
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lighted. One of its ornaments is the pic«* 
lure of Arthur Johnffon, who was princi-^ 
pal of the college, and who holds among 
the Latin poets of Scotland the next place 
to the elegant Buchanan. 

In the library I was fhewn fome curi- 

a 

efities ; a Hebrew manufcript of exquifit^ 
penmanfhip, and a Latin tranflation of 
Ariftotle's Politicks by Lemardus Antinus^ 
written in the Roman chara^er with nicety 

and beauty, which, as the art of printing 

» 

has made them no longer neceflary, are 
not now to be found. This was one of 
the lateft performances of the. tranfcribers, 
for Aretinus died but about twenty years 
before typography was invented. This 
verfion has been printed, and may be found 
in libraries, but is little read ; for the famC' 
books h&ve been fince traoflated botb b; 
ViSiorius and Lambinus, who lived in an 
age more cultivatedi but pechaps owed in 

part 
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part to Aretinus that they were able to 
excel him. Much is due to thofe who 
firft broke the way to knowledgej and left 
only to their fuccelTors the taik of fmooth*- 
ingit. 

In both thefe colleges the methods of in*- 
ftru^ion are nearly the fame ; the le^ures 
differing only by the accidental difference 
of diligence, or ability in the profeffors* 
The ftudents wear fcarlet gowns and the 
profeffors blacky which is, I believe, the 
academical drefs in all the Scotti/h univer* 
fitics, except that, of Edinburgh, where 
the fcholars are not diftinguiflied by any 
particular habit. In the King's College 
there is kept a public table, biit the fcho- 
lars of the Marifchal College are boarded 
in the town. The expencc of living is 
here, according to the information that I 
could obtain, fomewhat more than at St. 
Andrews. 

The 
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The courie o£ educatioa via ^Ktetided Ctf 
four years, at the end of which »tlK>fe whar 
take a degree^ who are not many, become 
mafters of arts, and whoever is a maftet 
may, if he pleafes, immediately commence 
dodon The title of doftor, however, was 
for a coniidefaUe time beftowed only on 
phyficians. The advocates are eiscamined 
and approved by their oWn body ; the mi- 
niftcrs were. not ambitious of titles, or were 
jafraid of being cenfured for ambition ; and 
.the dodorate in every faculty was com«* 
monly given or fold into other countries^ 
The minifters are now reconciled to diftinc** 
tlon, and as it muft always happen that 
fome will excel others, have thought gra- 
duation a proper teftimony of uncommon 
abilities or acquifitions. 

The indifcriminate collatioa of degrees 
has jufily taken away that refyedt whick 
they originally claimed as fiamps, by whicb 
the literary value of men fi> ^iftinguifhed 

was 

4 



J 
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was authoritatively" denoted. That aca- 
demical honours, or any others fhould be 
conferred with exatSt proportion to merit, 
is more than human judgment or hu- 
maA integrity have given reafbn to ex- 
pert. Perhaps degrees in univerfities can- 
not be better adjufted by any general rule 
than by the length of time paffed in the 
public profeffion of learning. An Englifh 
or Iriih dodorate cannot be obtained by a 
very young man, and it is reafonablc to 
fuppofe, what is likewife by experience 
tommonly found true, that he who is by 
age qualified to be a dodor, has in fo 
much time gained learning fufEcient 
not to. difgrace the title, or wit fufficient 
hot to defire it. 

The Scotch univeriities hold but one 
term or feffion in the year. That of St. 
Andrews continues eight months, that of 
Aberdeen only five, from the firft of No- 
vember to the firft of April. 

* D In 
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. In Aberdeen there is an Englifli chapel, 
m which the congregation was nnmerona 
and fplendid. The form of public wor- 
fhip ufed by the church of England is in 
Scotland legally pradHfed in licenfed cha- 
pels ferved by clergymen of Engliih or 

» ♦ • 

Irifh ordination, and by tacit connivance 
quietly permitted in feparate congregations 
fuppHed with minifters by the fucceflbrs 
of the bifhops who were deprived at thfc 
Revolution. 



We came to Aberdieen on Satturday Au- 
guft 2 1. On Monday we were invited mto 
the town-hall, where I had the freedom of 
the city given me by the Lord Provoft. 
The honour conferred had all the de- 
corations that politenefs could i^dd, and 
what I am afraid I fhould not have had to 
fay of any city fouth of the Tweedy .1 
found no petty ofl&cer bowing for a fee. . 

The 
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The parchment containing the record of 
admiffion is, with the feal appending, 
fattened to a riband and worn for one day 
by the new citizen in his hat. 

* 

By a lady who faw us at the chapel, the 
Earl of Errol was informed of our arrival, 
and-we had the honour of an invitation to 
tiis feat, called Slanes Caflle, as I am told, 
improperly, from the caftle of that name, 
which once flood at a place not far diftant. 

The road beyond Aberdeen grew more 
ftoixy, and continued equally naked of all 
vegetable decoration. We travelled over 
a tra€t of ground near the fea, which, not 
long ago, fufFered a very uncommon, and 
unexpected calamity. The fand of the 
fhore was raifed by a tempeft in fuch quan- 
tities, and carried to fuch a diftance, that 
an eftate was overwhelmed and loft. Such 
and fo hopelefs was the barrennefs fuperin- 
duced, that the owner, when he was re- 

D 9 quired 
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quired to pay the ufual tax, defired rather 
to refign the ground. 

SLANES CASTLE. THE 
BULLER OF BUCHAN. - 

We came in the afternoon to Slanes 
Caftky built upon the margin of the fea, 
fo that the walls of one of the towers feem 
only a continuation of a perpendicular 
rock, the foot of which is beaten by thie 
waves. To walk round the houfe feemed 
impradicable. From the windows the eye 
wanders over the fea that feparates Scot- 
land from Norway, and when the winds 
beat wkh violence muft enj6y all the ter- 

rifick grandeur of the tempeftuous ocean. 
I would not for my amufement wifh for 
a ftorm; but as ftorms, whether wiflied or 
not, will fometimes happen, I may fay, 
without violation of humanity, that I 
fliould willingly look out .upon them from 
Slaue3 Cadle. 

When 
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When we were about to take our leave, 
our departure was prohibited by the coun- 
tefs till we fhould have feen two places 
upon the coaft, which fhe rightly confi- 
dered as worthy of curiolity, Dun Buy^ 
and the Buller of Bucharij to which Mn 
Boyd very kindly conducted us. 

Dun Buy^ which in Erfe is faid to fig- 
nify the Yelloiv^Rock^ is a double protu-^ 
berance of ftone, open to the main fea on 
one fide, and parted from the land by a 
very narrow channel on the other. It has 
its name and its colour from the dung 
of innumerable fea-fowls, which in the 
Spring chufe this place as convenient for 
incubation, and have their eggs and their 
yoiing taken ih great abundance. One of 
the birds that frequent this rock has, as 
we were told, its body not larger than a 
duck's, and yet lays eggs as large as thofe 
of a goofe, .This bird is by the inhai^ 

D 3 bitants. 
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bitants named a Coot. That which is 
called CoQt in England, is here a Cootcr. 

Upon thefe rocks there was nothing that 
could long detain attention, and we fooa 
turned our eyes to the Bulkr^ or Bouilhir 
of Buchafiy which no ipan can fee with in* 
difference, who has either fenfe of dan- 
ger or delight in rarity. It is a rock per- 
pendicularly tubulated, united on one fide 
with a high fliore, and on the other rifing 
fteep to a great height, above the main 
fea. The top is open, from which may 
be feen a dark gulf of water which flows 
into the cavity, through a breach made in 
the lower part of the incTofing rock. It 
has the appearance of a vaft well bordered 
with a wall. The edge of the Buller i$ 
not wide, and to thofe that walk round, 
appears very narrbw. He that ventures to 
look downward fees, that if his foot fhould 
(}ip^ he muil fall from his dreadful ele-« 

■ 

•vatipn 
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vation upon ftones on one iide^ or into 
the water on the other. We however 
went round, and were glad when the cir- 
cuit was completed. 

When we came down to the fea, we faw 
fome boats, and rowers, and refolved to 
explore the BuUer at the bottom. We 
entered the arch^ which the water had 
majde, and found ourfelves in, a 'place, which, 
though we could not think ourfelves in dan- 
ger, we could fcarcely furvey without fom^ 
recoil of the mind. The bafon in which 
we floated was nearly circular, perhaps 
thirty yards in diameter. We were in- 
cjofed by a natural wall, rifing fteep on 
every fide to a height which produced the 
idea of infurmountable coafinement. The 
interception qf ail lateral light caufed a 
difmal gloom* Round us was a perpen- 
dicular rock, above us the diftant fky, and 
telow an unknpwn profundity of water. 
J{ I had any malice againfl a walking fpi- 

D4 fit. 
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» 

rit, inftead of laying him in the Red-fea, 
I would condemn him to refide in the 
Buller of Buchan. 



But terrpur without danger is only one 
of the fports of fancy, a voluntary agita^ 
' tion of the mind that is permitted no longer 
than it pleafes. We were foon. at leifure 
to examine the place with minute in-^ 
fpedion, and found many cavities which, 
^s the watermen told us, went backward 
to a depth which they had never explored. 
Their extent we had not time to try ; they 
are faid to ferve different purpofes, Ladiesi 
come hither fometimes in the fummer with 
collations, and fpiugglers make them ftore- 
houfes for clandeftine merchandife, I( 
is hardly to be doubted but the pirate? 
pf ancient times often ufed them as maga-? 
7;ines of arms, or repofitories of plunder* 

To the little veffels ufed by the northerly 
fowersi^ (be BuUe^ may haye fervid as ^ 
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|]ielter from ilorms, and perhaps as a raw 

m 

jLreat from enemies; the entrance might 
have been flopped, or guarded with little 
difficulty, and though the veffels that were 
ftationed within would have been battere4 
with ftones fliowered on them from above, 
yet the crews would have laiq f^f? io the 
caverns^ 

Next morning we continued our jour- 
ney, -pfeafed with our reception at Slanes 
Caftle, of which .we had now leifure to 
recoijat the grandeur and the elegance; 
for our way afforded us few topics of con- 
verfation. The groi^nd was neither uncul- 
tivatefi por unfruitful ; but it was ftill all 
jirable. Qf flocks or herds there was no 
appearance. • I had now travelled two hun-^ 
dred miles in Scotland, and feen only one 
tree not younger than myfelf* 



B A M F F. 
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We dined this day at the houfe of Mr, 
Frazer of Streichtotiy who (hewed us in his 
grounds feme ftones yet ftianding of a 
dniidical circle, and what I began to think 
more worthy of notice, fome forel^ trees 
of foil growth. 

At night we came to BamfF^ where I 
remember nothing that p^lcularljr claimed 
my attention. The ancient towns of Scot- 
land have generally an appearance unufual 
to Engllflimen. The houfes, whether great 
of fmalU are for the moft part built of 
ftones. Their ends are now and then next 
the ftreetS) and the entrance into them is 
veryoften by a flight of fteps, which reaches 
up to the fecond ftory. . The floor which is 
level with the ground being entered only 
by ftairs defcending within the houfe. 

The 
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The art of joining fquares of glafs with 

lead is little ufed in Scotland^ and in fome 
places is totally forgotten. The frames of 
their windows are all of wood. They arc 
more frugal of their glafs than the Englifht 

and will often, in houfes not otheiwife 

mean, compofe a fquare of two pieces, not 

joining like cracked glafs, but with one 

(^dge laid perhaps half an inch over the 

other. Their windows do not move upoa 

hinges, but are pufhed up and drawn 

down in grooves, yet they are feldom ac- 

cdmmodated with weights and puUies. He 

that would have hU window open muft 

hold it with his hand, unlefs what may be 

^fnetimes found among good contrivers, 

there be a nail which he may flick into 4 

bole, to keep it from falling, 

> 

What cannot be done without fome un- 
common tfouble or particular expedient, 
will not often be done at all. The incom*^ 
modioulhefs of the Scotch windows keep« 

them 
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them very clofdy fliut. The necefSty c^ 
ventilating human habitations has not yet 
been found by our northern neighbours ; 
and even in houfcs well built and elegantly 
furnifhed, a ftranger may be fometimes' 
forgiven, if he allows himfelf to wifh for 
freflier air, 

Thefe diminutive obfervations feem t« 
take away fomething from the dignity of 
writing, and therefore are never comihU'- 
nicated but with hefitation, and a little fear 
of abafement and contempt. But it muft 
be remembered, that life confifts not of a 
feries of illuftrious adions, or elegant en- 
joyments } the greater part of our time 
pafles in compliance with neceflities, in the 
performance of daily duties, in the re- 
moval of fmall inconveniencies, in the pro- 
curement of petty pleafures ; and we are 
well or ill at eafe, as the main ftream of 
life glides on fmoothly, or is ruffled by 
imall obftacles and frequent interruption. 

The 
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The true ftate of every nation is the ftat« 
of common life. The manners of a people 
are not to be found in the fchools o£ learn-* 
ing, or the palaces of greatnefs, wheje 
the national character is obi(*ffed or obli- 
terated by travel or inftruftion, by philo- 
fophy or vanity j nor is public happinefs 
to be eftimated by the aflemblies of the gay, 
or the banquets of the rich. The great 
mafs of nations is neither rich nor gay : 
they whofe aggregate conftitutes the people, 
are found in the ftreets, and the villages, 
in the {hops and farms $ and from them 
colledively confidered, piufk the meafure 
of general profperity be taken. As they 
approach to delicacy a nation is refined^ as 
their conveniencies are multiplied, a na- 
tion, at leaft a commercial nation, muft be 
denominated wealthy. 



« - ' ♦ 
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ELGIN. 

Finding nothing to detain us at Bamfi> 
we fet oup;^ the morning, and having 
breakfaikd at GuUen» about noon came to 
£i^m,where in theinn, thatwe fuppofed the 
beftj a dinner was fet before us, whieh we 
couk! not eat. This was the firft UmeV and 
except one, the laft» that I found any rea- 
fim to compkin of a Scotifh table ; and fucb 
dtfeppointments, I fuppc^e, muft be* ex* 
pefted in etery countiyi where there is 
no great frequency of travellers. 

The ruins of the 'cathedril of Elgin 
afforded us another proof of the Nvafte of 

• « 

reformation. There is enough yet re- 
maining to fhew, that it was once magni- 
ficent. Its whole plot is eafily traced. Oii 
the north fide of the choir, the chapter- 
houfe, which is roofed with an arch of 
ftone, remains entire; and on the fouth 
Cid% ranot^er mafs of building» which we 

could 
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couM not enter, is preferved by the acre 
of the fiimily of Gordon ; but the body of 
the chnreh is a mafs of fragments. 

, A paper was here put in|o our handsi 
%rhich ileduced from fufficient authoritie* 
the hiftory c£ this venerable raim The 
church of Elgin had, in the inteftitie tU"- 
mtilts of the barbarous ages, been laid 
%irafte by tiie irruption of a highland 
chief, whom the bi&op had oflfended ; 
but it was gradually reftored to the ftate, 
of which the traces may be now difcerned^ 
and was at lail not deftroyed by the tu-- 
multuous violence of Knox, but more 
ftiamefully fuffered to dilapidate by deli^ 
berate .robbery and frigid indifFerencei 
There is ftill extant, in the books of the 
council, an order, of which I cannot re-f 
member the date, but' which was doubtleTs 
iflued after the ReformatiQn, direding that 
the lead, which covers the two cathedrals 
of Elgin and Aberdeen, :^1 be taken 

awayt 
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away, and converted into money for thi 
filpport of the army. A Scotch anny wa? 
in thofe times very cheaply kept ; yet the 
lead of two churches muft have born fa 
fitiall a propDjrtioft to any military eyapQucCf 
that it is hard not to believe tHe reafoil 
alleged to be merely popular^ and the 
money intended for fome private; pur fe» 
The order however was obeyed ; the two^ 
churches were ftripped, and the lead wa* 
pipped to be fold in HpHand. I shop$ 
every reader. will rejoice that this cargo^qf 

facrilege was loft at fea. 

-' • 

' . - .. 

Let ns riot however make too much haftfi 

to defpife our neighbours. Our own cd- 
thedrals are moulderihg by unregarded di^ 
lapidatioii. It feems to be part of the def- 
picable philofophy of the time to defpife mo- 
numents of facred magnificence, and we art 
in danger of doing that deliberatelys which 
the Scots did not do but in the unfettkd 
ftate dP an imperfe^ conftitutioUr 

5 Thofe 
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Thofe who had once uncovered the ca- 
thedrals never wifhed to cdver them again ; 
and being thus made ufelefs, they w^ere firft 
negle£ted9 and perhaps, as the ftone was 
wanted) afterwards demolifhed. 

Elgin feems a place of little trade, and 
thinly inhabited. The epifcopal cities of 
Scotland, I believe, generally fell with their 
churches, though fome of them have fince 
recovered by a fituation convenient for 
commerce. Thus Glafgow^ though it has 
no longer an archbifhop, has rifen beyond 
its original ftate by the opulence of its trad- 
ers J and Aberdeen^ though its ancient flock 
had decayed, flourifhes by a new fhoot in 
another place. 

' In the chief ftreet of Elgin, the houfcs 

jut over the loweft ftory, like the old 

buildings of timber in London, but with 

greater prominence; fo that there is fome- 

times a walk for a confiderable length 

E under 
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under a doiHer, or portico^ which is now 
indeed fireq^uently broken^ becaufe dke new 
houfes have another fornix but feems to 
have been uniformly continued in the old 



FORESL CALDER. FORT GEORGE. 

We went forwards the fame day to 
Fores, the town to which Macbeth was ti^a- 
veiling, when he met the weird fif^er^ in 
his way. This to an Englifhman is clallic 
ground. Our imaginations were heated, 
and our thoughts retailed to their old 
amufements. 



We had now a prelude to the High- 
lands* We began to leave fertility and cul- 
ture behind us, and faw for a great length 
of road nothing but heath; yet at Focha^ 
barsy a feat belonging to the duke of 
Gordon, there is an orchard, which in 

Scotland 



^'. 
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Saotknd I bad oerer feen before, with fome 
4,|;Bpber,troe&t and a plantation of oaks. 

~\;Ati* Fores we found good accomnioda- 
. tion, but nothing worthy of particular re- 
mark> and next piQrning entered upon the 
y^j^^i on which Macbeth beard the fatal 
predidion; but we travelled on not inter- 
,rp|)ted by promifes of kingdoms, and came 
to Naim^ a royal burgh, which, if once 
it ^Qurifhedi is now in a fiate . of miferable 
decay; but I k^ow not whether its chief 

annual magiflrate has not fiill the title of 
Lord ProvofL 

At Nairn we may fix the verge of the 
Highlands ; for here I firft faw peat fires, 
and firft heard the Erfe language. We 
iiad no motive to (lay longer than to break* 
faft, and went forward to the houfe of 
• Mrw Macaulay, the minifter who publifhed 
an account of St. Kilda^ and by his di- 
redion vifited Calder Caflle, from which 

E a Macbeth 
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Macbeth dre\* his fecond title. It has 
been formerly a place of ftrength. The 
draw-bridge is ftill to be feen, but the 
moat iis now dry. The tower is very an- 
cient : Its walls are of great tbicknefS) 
arched on the top with ftone, and fur- 
rounded with battlements. The reft of 
the houfe is later, though far from modern. 

We were favoured by a gentleman, who 
lives in the caftle, with a letter to one of 
the officers at Fort George, which being 
the mod regular fortification in the iflandf 
well deferves the notice of a traveller, who 
has never travelled before. We went thi- 
ther next day, found a very kind recep- 
tion, were led round the works by a gen* 
tleman, who explained the ufe of every 
part, and entertained by Sir Eyre Coote^ 
the governor, with fuch elegance of con- 
verfation as left us no attention to the de- 
licacies of his table. 



Of 
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Of Fort George I fhall not attempt to 
give ^any accouat. ^ I cannot delineate it 
fcientifically, and a loofe and popular de- 
fcription is of ufe only when the imagina- 
tion is to be amufed. There was every 
where an appearance of the ujtmoft neat* 
nefs and regularity. But my fufFrage is of 
little valuC) becaufe this and Fort Au^ujius 
are the only garrifons that I ever faw. 

We did not regret the time fpent at the 
fort, though in confequence of our delay 
we came fomewhat late to Invemefsj the 
town which may properly be called the ca- 
pital of the Highlands. Hither the inha* 
bitants of the inland parts come to be fup- 
plied with what they cannot make for 
theipfelves : Hither the young nymphs of 

the mountains and valleys are fent for edu- 
cation, and as far as my obfervation has 
reached, are not fent in vain, 



Ea INVER^ 
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I N V E R'N ESS. 

Invernefs was the laft place which had 
a regular communication by high roads . 
with the fouthern counties. All the ways 

beyond it have, I believe,' been made Jiy 
the ibldiers in this centuty. At Invern^^ 
therefore Cr(^mTt;^//, when he fubdued Scot'j 
landy flationed a garrifon, as at the boun- . 
dary of the Highlarids. Thefoldiers ffcm 
to have incorporated afterwards with the 
inhabitants, and to have peopled the place 
with an Englifli race; for the language , 
of this town has been long confidered as 
peculiarly elegant. 

Here is a caftle, called the caflle of M^Cr 
beth, the walls of which are yet (landing. 
It was no very capacious edifice, but 
Hands upon a rock fo high and fleep, 
that I think it was once not acceflible, but 
by the help of ladders, or a bridge. Over 

againft 

r 3 
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againft it, on another hill, was a fort built 

• * • . 

by Cromwell^ now. totally demolifhed ; for 
no fadion of Scotland loved the name of 
Cromwell^ or had any deflre to continue hili 
memory. 

« 

Yet what the Romans did to other na« , 
tions, was in a great degree done by Crom-> 
well to the Scots; he civilized them by 

• * ♦ . . ' . i 

conqueft, and introduced by ufeful violence 
the arts of peaceu I was told at Aber^ \ 
deen that the people learned from Crom- 
well's foldiers to make ihoes and to plant 
kaiL 



i - 



How they lived without kail, it is not 
eafy to guefs : They cultivate hardly any 
other plant for common tables, atid when 
they had not kail they probably had no*' 
thing. The numbers that go barefoot are 
ftill fuflBcient to fhew that Ihbes. may be? 
fpared : They are not yet confidered as ne- 
cetfaries of life; for tall hoji^ vioi others 

E 4 wife 



Jo. 
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mfe meanly dreflfed, rua without them in 
the ftreets and in the iflands ; the foqs of' 
gentlemen paf; feveral of their firft years 



tvith naked feet. 

. I know not whether it be not peculiar to 
the Sfot? to h^ve attained the liberal^ 
iBvidiout the manual artSt to have excelled 
in ornamental knowledge, and to have 
wanted not only the elegancies, but the 
convenlenciea of common life. Literature 
foon after its reyiyal found its way. to 

Scotland, and from the middle of the fix- 

1 ,#.1.. , ■.' f -I 

teenth century, almoft to the middle of 
the feventeenth, the politer ftudies were 
very diligently purfued. The Latin poetry 
of Delicids Pdetarum Scotorum wpuld have 
done honout to any nation, at leafl till the 
publication of May^s Supplement the Engn 
lifh had veiy little to oppofe. 

Yet men thus ingenious and inquifitive 
^ere content to live in total ignorance of 

^he 
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the trades by which humaij wants are fupr 
plied, and to fupply them by the grofleft 
means. Till the Union made them ac-? 
quainted with Englifli naanners, the cul- 
ture of their lands was unlkilful, and their 
. liomeftick life unformed : their tables were 
coarfe as the feafts of Efkimeaux, an4 
tiheir houfes filthy as the cottages of Hot- 
t^ntots. 

Since they have known that their condi- 
tion was capable of improvement, their 
progrefs in ufeful knowledge has been ra- 
pid and uniform. What remains to be 
done they will quickly do, and then won- 
der, like me, why that which was fo ne- 
ceffary and fo eafy was fo long delayed, 
^ But they muft be for ever content to owe 
to the Englifh that elegance and culture, 
r which, if they had been vigilant and a<Slve, 

perhaps the Englifh might have owed to 
|hem. 

Here 
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Here the . appearancp of life began to. 
alter* I had fccn a few women wjth plaid^ 
at Aberdfm i feiit at hwerwfs the Highland 

manners are common* There is I think a 

, - - « • . ~ 

kirk> in which only the Erfe . language is 
iifed There is, likewife an £n^liih,cha« 
pel, but meanly built, where on Sunday 
we ;£kw a very decent congr^jdon« 

We were now to bid farewell to the 
lupfury of travelling, aqd to enter a coun- 
try upon which perhaps no wheel has ever 
rolled. We could indeed have ufed our 
poft-chaife one day longer, along the nai- 
Ktary road to Fort Augiiftusj but we could 
have hired no horfes beyond Invernefs, 
and we were not fo fparing of ourfelves, 
as to lead them, merely that we might 
have . one day longer the indulgence of a 
qajrriage. . 

r At Invernefs therefore we procured three 
horfes for ourfelves and a fiprvant, and one 

* . - more 
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more for our baggage, which was no very- 
heavy ioad. We fouttd in thb courfe of; : 
our jourmey the convenience of having dit 
encutinibered ourfelves, hy laying afidc 
whatever we coold fparc ; for it is not 
to be imagined without experience^ bow ia 
dimbing crags, and treading t bogs, and; : 
winding, through narrow and. obftrn(3:ed. 
parages, a little bulk will hinder, and a. 
Kttle w^sight will burden ; or how often a. 
man that has pleafed himfelf at home with 
his own refolution, will, in the hour 6£ 
' darknefs and fatigue, be content to leave 
behind hufl every thing but hirafelfl ^ 



•»■ 



LOUGH NESS, 



* 



<i 



We took two Highlanders to rtm betidd' 
ns, partly to fhew us the way, and pardy' 
to take back from the fea-fide the hO#fe^- 
of which they were the owners. One of 
them was a ihan of great livefiheis'^d 
activity, of \yhom His coiiipatoioh faid; 

that 
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that he would tire any horfe in Invernefsc 
Both, of them were civil and ready-handed* 
Civility feems part of the national charac-» 
ter of Highlanders. Every chieftain is a 
monarch, and politenefs, the natural pro-* 
dwGt of royal government, is diffufed frortk 
the laird through the whole clan. But 
they are not commonly dextrous : their 
n^rrownefs of life confines them to a few 
operations, and they are accuilomed to en-* 
dure little wants more than to remove 
them. 

We mounted our deeds on the thirteenth 
of Auguft, and direfted our guides to con- 
dud us to Fort Auguftus. It is built at 
the head of Lough Nefs, of which Invert 
ne/s ftands at the outlet. The way be^ 
tween them has been cut by the foIdier«9 
and the greater part of it runs along a rock, 
levelled with great labour s^nd exaftnefs^ 
near the water^fid?. 

Moft 
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Moft of this day's journey was very 
pleafant. The day, though bright, was 
not hot ; and the appearance of the coun- 
try, if I had not feen the Peak, would 
have been wholly new. We went upon a 
fucface fo hard and level^ that we had 

■ 

little care to hold the bridle, and wei'C 
therefore at full leifure for contemplation. 
On the left were high and fleep rocks 
(haded with birch, the hardy native of the 
North, and covered with fern or heath. 
On the right the limpid waters pf Lough 
Nefs were beating their bank, and waving 
their furface by a gentle agitation. Beyond 
them were rocks fometimes povered with 

4 

verdure, and fometimes towering in hor- 
rid nakednefs. Now and then we efpied 
a little corn-field, which ferved to imprefs 
more ftrongly the general barrenncfs. 

Lough Nefs is about twenty-four miles 
long, and from one mile to two miles broad. 
It is remarkable that Boethius^ in his de- 

fcription 



(. 



r. 
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fcription of Scotland, gives- it tWelVe miles 
of breidth. When liiftoriins or geogra- 
phers exhibit falfe accounts of places^ far 
diftant, they may be forgiven, becaufeithey 
can tell but what they are told ; and that 
their accounts exceed the truth may be 
juftly fuppofed, becaufe moft men exagge- 
rate to others, if not to themfelves : but 
Boethius lived at no great diftance ; if he 
never faw the lake* he mull have been very 
incurious, and if he had feen it, his veracity 
yielded to very flight temptations, 

Xiough Ncfsf though not twelve miles 
broad, is a very remarkable difFufion of 
water without iflands. It fills a large hol- 
low between two ridges of high rocks^ 
being fupplied partly by the torrente which 
fall into it on either fide, and partly, as is 
fuppofed, by fprings at the bottom. Its 
water is remarkably clear and pleafant, and 
is imagined by the natives to be medicinal. 
We were told> that it is in fome places a 

. hundred 
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> . , 

faundr^ and fottj fathom deep, a profun- 
dity fcarcely credible, and which probably 

thofe that relate it have oever founded* Its 

• * 

fifh are falmon» trout^ andpike* . 

It was faid at Fort Augujiusy that Lough 
Nefs is open in the hardeft winters, though 
a lake not far from it is covered with ice. 
In difcuffing thefe exceptions from the 
courfe of nature, the firft queftion is, whe- 
ther the fad be juftly ftated* That which 
is ftrange is delightful, and. a pleafing er- 
ror is not willingly detefted. Accuracy of 
narration is not very common, and there 
are few fo rigidly philofophical, as not to 
reprefent as perpetual, what is only fre- 
quent, or as conftant, what is really cafual. 
If it be true that Lough Nefs qever freezes, 
it is either fheltercd by its high banks from 
the cold blafts, and expofec^ only, to thofe 
winds which have more pQwer to ajgitate 
than congeal ; or it is ^pt m perpetual 
motion:! by the rufh of ftrfiams ,irpi»' the 

rocks 
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irocks that itt^lftfe it,. Jtsirf^nd^ty. though, 
it fhould-b?. fuoli a$ is^repreie»ted can haxe 
Httk pajr^-ia this exemption; for though 
deep wells are not froze4» b€<^aufe their 
water is fec^uded froii^ the external airr 
yet where a wide furface ie; exgofed t^ibthftr 
full influence of a freezing ;atinofphftf®)i^I^ 
know not why the depth fhould keep it 
open/ Natiiral philofophy is now oneu)f 
the f avpiirite .ftndies^ of the Ssottifti natiani 
and I^mkj ^I^ well defer ve« to bc^ diii*< 
gently eKamUied. ; ^ - ; :*)<v t 

The road on which we traveUe^,, ftfl^r^ 
which was itfelf a fource of ^ntertauiflf^UftT 
is made along the rock, in th^ dicei^iod of- 
the lough, fometimes by breaking off pro** 
tuberances, and fometimes by cutting the 
great maf$ of ftone to a confiderable depdi. 
The fragmentfi are piled an a loofe wall-o^ii 
either fidet wijth apertures left at ^tr^ flvor t 
fpaces^ to give ;« paflage; to the wintry ' 
curjeotR, Rart of it is boordcred withio^^-' 
. 5 - .^ - treesi^' 
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tkecsy fixim wttkh our guides gathered* 
luits^ and would faaVe had the appearance 
of an Engliih lane^ except that an EagHfh 
lane is almoft always dirty. It has been 
ffiade with great labour, but has this ad- 
vantage, that it cannot, without equal 
labour, be broken up. 

■ 

Within our fight there were goats feed- 
ing or playing. The lAountains haVe refd 
deer, but they came not within view ; and * 
if What is faid of their vigilance and tub* 
tlety be true, they have fome claim to that 
palm of wifdom,* which the eaftern philo- 
fopher, whom Alexander interrogated, gavQ 
to thofe beads whichi live furtheft from 
men.^ ' 

Kear the way, by the water fide, we 
efpied a cottage. .- This was the firft High- 
land Hut that I had feen ; and as our b\iC\^ 
nefs was with life ^nd manners, we were 
willing to vifit it. To enter a habitation 
without leave, (eemg to he not confidered 

* F here 
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kw« of hoTpitatitf Ml gi^ra this fiomoe 
iflrftngeti . , 



! 



4^.; but Jb coQflruiSled with loofe ftone9» 

. tiv^cil for the mofl; part with foiae ten- 

■ d^ncy %o cireularity. , It muft bo placed 

t^here the. wind cannot a£t upon it with 

y\pktK€f becaufe it has no cem^snt^ and 

Wherf the water will nxn eafily awaj^ be-« 

^ caufejit h^ px> &>or hut the na]c^d groundr 

The walU. which 19 cmtmofAy about fix 

feet highf declines fj^om the perpendicular 

^ $k little ia^^^^ard^ Such^iaften a^ . ea|i be 

procuwd , are then raife4 &r ^ raofi, on^ 

« 

^ii^ed with heathy vbich mok^ a Jbong; 
Sffid waipx thatch^ kept ffom flying o£^. by 
jopjea pf twif^ heathy of which the ends^ 
veia^hiii^g £wM't}^C€Qfrc qf^ th^ thatth ta 
.^t(^ t>f ^wal^ ^re beid ' firm by the 
.^^Reight ,of a iarge ftone^ , J^ %ht; is a,d« 
emitted/but at the exitmnaQ> and tlsmigh 9 
hole in the thatch^ .which gire$ vent to the 
rmoke# This hole is 90% diredly ovet tbe 

fircy 
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&Ki^iilft the nidi'ih0id«l etUBg^i(h it ;.. and 

iMfcre it efi»pe». Such is the general i^ruc* 
tore of the hotffes in tvhich one of the na* 
'Uontof'this opulent and powerful illand fa«| 
beeo hitbeho content to live. Huts hawi^ 
'^everkrd notmor^ tiniform than palaces; and 
this which we were infpeding watt Tgry 
fM froffi end of the meaneft, for it was 
^wrMcd into fereral apattmcffats; ind its 
inhabitajits poflefled fnch property* ^s a 
j^ofal poet might' exalt into richet. 

^ ^i¥Kexi we entered, we found mi did 

^%ioman bcnling goats-fielh in a kettle. She 

Ifpoke Htde Englifh, but we had inter- 

'■jpretora at hand; and fhe was willing 

en6ugh to difplay her whole fyftem of 

eeettKwiy. SKe has five ch^dren, of which 

^^iftctoe are yet gone from her. The eldeft^ 

~n k>y of thirteen, and her huiband, who 

^. i» e^y year* old, were at work in the 

'Wood. Her two next fons were gone to 

F z Invernef: 
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Ivuenx^f, $€i buy mr/i4 by wHmh oatm^l 
i& always mmnt:. Meal SaicbtSieted . M 
tjac'pQsliBrefqod) mid told ugyihat ia S^Mring 
whea the gflat» ga.ve 8aaik|i> fhe ' trbiMren 
couU IWe without it^ Sheaia 'imftrefa of 
fix;ty goatS) lind I faw many . kida in aa 
enclofure at the end of her boufe. She had 
alfo fome poultry, By4heiake\ft faW a 
potatoe- garden, and a fmall fpot of ground 
Oft -wbicb* Jtdoil four fhocksf. contaiamg 
€aeh twelve ibeavee <>f baslef * She^ has afl 
tbit^ from the laboiur of iboxr owa hands, 
and ffo: jwhat is ne€e(ra?y>^0ii6 bought, her 
kids and her chickens are (ent to tnarket^ 



. ♦ 



^' With the true paftoral hofjyitalityi ^cr 
afked us^ to fit down and drink tirhifky. 
She' 18 relrgioirs, and though the 'kirk ia 
fodr failles, off, probably eight Englifli 
/miie^r flic goes thither every Sunday. Wtf 
•gttwher a (hillingi and fkti begged fnufF; 
for fnuff is the hixury of a Highland cot^ 

tage^ 

... Soon 
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abode ^ of i Wai^^f u ^hile he . fop^i^Atendc^^ 
the works xt{)Of^itibe road. ltu^''noi(Kr a^ 
hmife of eotatainment for pafletigers/and;^ 
we found it not ill ftocked with prdviftofM/ 






^ALL OF FIERS. ' 

Towards evening we croflfed %y a fcrfdge, 
the ri^cr whieh makes the cekbriarttfl -hW 
of Fier8« The country at the bridge 
firikea the imagination with all thie gloom 
and grandeur of Siberian folitudfe. ^ Tbd 
way makes a flexure, and the mountains^ 
covered with trees, rife at once dn the- left 
harid and in the front. We defired otir 
guidesio (hew us the fall, and difmounting^ 
d^sibered over very rngged craggs, tHl h}oi^ 
gan to wi£h that our curiofiiy mi^thivt 
been gratified with lefs trouble and* ddng«% 
We came at laft to a pUce where we could 
ererlook tjic river, and faw 4 channel tora, 

? 3 • "*» 
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hf iivlneh t%e stream ii «bft|t«&:«4 m4 
broken, till it comes to a v^ fleep 4idbtp(t, 
cf fi)ch dreadfi^I depth, that w6 were naV 
tUTftlly iapliqied to turn afide Qur eyed. 

But we yif^ted the place at an unfe^fba^ 
able time, and found it divefted of it^ 
dignity and terror. Nature never gives 
^very thing at once^ A long continuance 
<>f dry weather, which qiade the reft ^ 
the way eafy and delightful, deprived \M 

0f the^ileafare pjcp^ftedfrom the fall ef 

Fiers. The river having now 09 wtt« 
but what the fprings fupply, fhowed'uf 
pnly a fwift current, clear an<) {h»U<!^ 
fretting over the afperities of the rocky 
bottoqa, 9nd we were left to exeftife pur 
$hought§f by endeavouring to conceive th« 
ffitd of a thouian^ i^ream^ poured from 
the mountains into oiie chanqel, ftruggling^ 
for expanfion in a narrow paflage, exafr 
pera^ed by roc^s rifio^ in tlieir w&y, an4 



At Ifeft 4Uiel«i:!8^ ;»l thpf yidj^ce of 

fbsTau . . 

The y^^J flow grew lefs eafy, defcending 
by an uneven declivity, but without either 
dirt or danger. We did not arrive at Fort 
Auguftus till it was late. Mr. BqpwelU whcJ 
between his f;Uher*s merit, and his own, 
is fare of reception wherever he comes, 
fent a fervant before to beg admiflion and 
entertainment for that night. Mn Tra«- 
paud, the governor, treated ue with that 
courtefy which is fo clofely conneded with 
the military charader. He came out to 
meet us beyond the gates, and apologized 
.that, at fo late an hour, the rules of 4 
glurrifoii fuiFered him to give us entrance 
poly at the poftern. 

FORT AUGUSTUS. 

la th(l Burning we view^ the fert, 
trhSch ii much le& than that .of St« Gtorgje^ 

F 4 and 
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f^^^lar{2Li^ ta be commiuided by the neighs 
bpuring hills. It wa$ not long ago takeii 
|)y the Highlaodere. But its fituation feepis 
5YeU ch^fewfpppleafure, if not for ftrength^ 
it (lands at the head of the lake, and, by 
a flooji pf fixty tuns, ig fupplied from Inr 
yernefs with great conyenienpe. 

W,e were 1^0 w to croft , the Highlai;id3 
towards the weftern coaft, and to content 
ourfelves with fuch accommodations, as a 
way fo little frequented could afford. The 
^^vjyi^y w^iOpt formidjiblf, for it was but 
pI^t^wo d^ys, very unequally divldedi be- 
wijfe ^thc opilj houfe, where we could be 
^njt^taine^t W*^ not further off than a 
thij:(J:of ^Jie. way. We foon came to a 
hi]^h,^ill4 vfljich we mpunted by a military 
road, QuX in traveffes, fo that as we went 

• ' , * - . » » 

Ypon^a Ij^igher fta^e, ^e f^w the baggage 
|jJ^^aFvi^[lj|5,l:ig^ow in a co^tx^vf. ^limQxQa, 
^f:\i](iake tlm.yf ftji the rock lia9 been bevm 
to a lenel ^th labour that adight have 

' l^roke^^ 
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. Thft comitfy is totally ^ediifled of its 
irbod, but the ftumps bdth'cf oaks and 
^t^, whicli are dill found, fliew that it has 
been once a foreft of large timber. I do 
not remember that we faw any animals, 
fmt we were told that, in the mountains^ 
vaert are uags, roebucks, goats, and 
hibbits. 



t 1 

C '• 



We did not perceive that this trad was 
pofieflfed by human beings, ei:cept Ihk 
pace we ra;w a corq field, in which a lady 
Hjraft vr^lking with fprne gentlemtHi. Theii? 
^oufe was certainly at no great dldance^ 
but fo fituated thsit we cqqld not dpfcry Tt'. 

Faffing on through the drearinefs of 
&litude, we found a party of foldiers from 
(he fortt "vtrorking on the road^ under the 
^weriilfteiidence of a ferjeant. Vfc toJd 
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ibem iio^kmdlj we had beea treated fi 
the garrifoii, and as we were enjoying "th# 
benefit of their labours, begged leave to 
Iktif our spratUude by a fmall pre&nt* 



A N O C H. 

Early in the ^tcrnoon we came to Apoch^ 
ji village in Qlennfollifon of three huts« one 
pf which is diflinguiihed by a chimney*. 
Here we were to dine and lodge, and were 
conduced through the firft room, that 
}iad the chimney, into another lighted by 
a {mall glafs \f indow. The landlord at-, 
tended us with great civility, and told ue 
wh^ he fould give us to eat and drink* 
I ^uod fome books on a flielf, among 
which wer-e 9 volume or more of Prkleatix^s 
Coiinedion, 



•, » 



This I mentioned as (bme&ing unex-- 
peded, and perceived that I did not pleafe 
iiim. I praiied the propriety of his \m^ 

I guage. 



WESTEHN ISLANDS, $cc y^ 

gutge* and vru fuiTw^ed tl]At I need not 
woadert fpr h9 bad learned it bj grammar. 

By fubfequfnt opportunities of obfer- 
vatioo I found that my hod's didiibn hacj 
nothing peculiar. Thofe Highlanders that 
pan fpeak Ertglifh, commonly fpeat it welU 
with few of the words, and little of the 
tone by which a Scotchman is dlllinguiih- 
cd. Their language feems to have bfeeli 
learned in the army or the navy, or by 
fome communication with thofe who fco^fd 
give them good examples of accent^ilUKl 
prOQunciation. By their Lowland ^&e(^« 
hours they would not willingly be taught j 
for they have long confidcred them Iw^^a 
mean and degenerate race. Tbefe pftj^^ 
dice* are wearing faft away j but fo niu^H 
of them (till remains, that when I a&ed'a 
very karaed minifter in the iflands, wfiScb 
th^Y confidered as their moft favage clans : 
f « Tbq/k^ iaid lie,^ that l\ye ne:;i fhe 'Low-- 

■ • ■ *■ 

' ■• . * 



from fatf;ng! ' x^ear \t was a gar4ea '6t 



"^As^wi^'lahi*? 'Either early 'in the day,'* 
we had time fufficicnt to furvcy the place.' 
The houfe was built like other huts of 
looifii Hiifies^tut the part in whibh %e 
|}?fe2f'iM-'JKpt was rjned with ' turf atid* 
l^^aViled wifei^fWigs, whict tept the eartii 

rom falling. 

tirnfj^J' '^jira^fiad of potatoes. It fJancTs 
in^a gleA^, ^^r ^afley, pleafantly watered t>f^ 
a^^indi&^'Hvei^^^^ this country, how- 

ever it may deUght the gazer or amufe the 
oatur^hftr 18 of no great advantage to its 
owE^cj:?. Our landlord told, us of a get^- 

*!?^*??i.. ."^¥ .?»ffpfl^» lan(l8, eighjteep. 
Sopisfi .ijfjjles.j ia length, iind thr« v\^ 
tH^i^thj^a^rpace ..containing ft leaft ahuar;. 
dred fqu^re;^ ^ngjifl) miles. He heis raifcdi 
his rentS) to the danger of depopulate 
h^ ^^, f^ffn?! and he fells his tiiQber, 
at|^(byjexerting. ^ery art of augmea' 
t^f^;^^i*^, objaiped an yearly revenue; 
of fpur./^j|«4rcd |)ound8, which fijr % 

b^nd^:c4 
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, hundred fquar^ -fmies. ig thr^ JiaJf-pe^ce 

Some tim^ after d'mnejf.jsre ,VJ?T? %^? 
pirifed by the entrance of.a yipiipg. TKOfug^ 
noCinel^gant either in mien pr /dreit^ vho, 
a&ed us whether, we MFOuld h^vp tea«v 

We found that (he was the dai^hter^of. 

,»«■-■ 

ouii hoft» and defired her to oiake i(, ^ Her 
coaverfation, like her i appe;*T^qce> : V^s 
gentle and pleafing. We knew thajt the 
girls of the Highlands are all gentlewo- 
menf and treated, her with great refpei^ 
which (he received as cuflomary'and due» 
and was neither elated by It, nor confafed, 
but repaid my civilities without embarrafl^ 
ment, and told me how much I honouted^ 
her Country by coming to furrey i t. ' '^ ' '' 



*T 



She had been at Invirhefs'ib ' gixn 

» if 

common female qualifications; and * had^ 
like her father, the Englffll pfronlificiation* 
I prefcnted her with a book^^ich 1 hap- 
pened 
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pened te-haire abdttt Use, ind fiiduld dol 
l>e pleaTed ^ think thit ih€ forgets toe* 






- tt tite cwntog the foldief^, whbm'we 
liad pafled on tftc roadt CAtat tb fpiad at 
ottpiius ^ Htde motley t^t tve Itad gitea 
t^^m.^ They had the vmt militai^ iMpa* 
'tieode «f coia in their podfiets>< aad had 
ifiiiudied at kaft fix mi1e» to iiid ^e firft 
)itace 'Where Hqtior cotild be bottght. HaT« ^ 
ii% tttfvef been before 'm a trla<;fe f(> wild 
«fid t^eeqoented, t-wta glad d? thdr at* 
iwali bc«aole I koew tltat t?e hid made 
Ihem friei-\l8, and to gain ffill more of their 
gooi Will, we went to tfiem, wherd tfeey 
'^»8 caroufing in the hairni dnd atdddd 
•^tt<6tWiig to our former gift'. All that t^ 
* gaVe was not miiehi. hot it detained them 

■ 1 ■>•■•• • " - - 

in the barn, cither merry or quarrelling, 
iwbole nighf, and in the morning they" 
'Went back to their work, with great mdig- 
nattoa at the bad qualities of whf iky. 

We 



•*' if. 
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" Wc hiii gained £> much Uu?; ^ircmr of 
wa hoSt, tfaaty tvbeii we k^ ^ hoi^ ia 
th< morning, he wilked fay tts a^ great way^ 
«nd entertained ()» with 4»3^'v^«4;io^ bptlji 
^j hi» Q4m ^otfiditioQ, «a4, jfaj|^.iQ£ ^ 
^ASryi. JHklifefeemqidtaI}»igM^d/,pal^ 
ipcal, except that h<c .. dip^ored. fcom S»0m 
of the ancient Nomades in.hayifj; ^/et- 
^ dweQingk Hit weaUli|~/^^»v^ jpoc 

Wftdred ihepp, ^ iaaa7^«^t#, ^^^^ip^iU^ 
<DWS, and tsren^jr^ht jbg^l^ ^il^a^ .fi^ 
ihediviTer. .-».>• — ., ^ 

^ from hiia v§q firft heard of the gene- 

JHigh^pders ipta the others bejnifpJfiR^; 
48^ whoa I afted him ^heih^ ih^ tWft^ 
^ftay at home, if tbejr were well treated, 
he infwered^with indignation^ that no man 
willingly left his native country. Of the 
farm, which he himfelf oc;cupicd> the rent 
had, in twenty-five years, ^ been advanced 
from fiv« to twenty pounds, which he 

found. 
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fount Um&kt {6 little able to paf, that he 
^imM be ^kd to try his- fortune in fome 
cithd- ]^<5e/ Yet he owned 'the rcafonable- 
neft c^raHmg ffee Hfghlancf ttttti in a cer-* 
tain idegrec, and declared hiihfelf willing 
to pay ten poonas for the ground virMeh 
^c ttad formerly had for five. 



> ' 



• Oiir hoft having atttffed ur^fot' a tM^r 
religned us to oar guides. The journey 
of this day wsiS lobg, not thac^t&e diilands 
was great, but that the way '-Wa6 diffi- 
cult. We were now in the bofoni of the ^ 

Highlands, with full leifure' to cont6ffi- 

,. • . •'•...• .'. 

plate the appearance and properties of 
mountaimms regions, fuch as have beeft, ^^' 
many countriesr the laft fhelters of na- 
tional dlftrefs, and ire every where' the 
fcenes of adventures, ftratagems, furprifes, 
and efcapes« 

» 

Mountainous countries are not paiSed 

but with difficulty, . not merely from the 

^ labour 



ia^i^ «f f:H(^|)iqgf for todif^V i)i toot 
^Iw^jrs n^ceflai|:>: but beotuiie ^t whkh 
is not mpij^taio-iscpaugaonly l^c^, tllf!!^^ 
which the .Mraur cf^uft be pick^M} ^4th ^H- 
tion. ^heti; there ^re hjU^k ^re is i^^gh 
ftia, 4lJd. t|je tqrrepts gQUfioig 4o|yn ip<p 
thp inte^ediate fpacest ie^oRi^fiod. £> 
teapiiy a<i otttlet^ ts not to Agnate, till the^ 
hiure broken i^^ tex>(ure of the ^romid*. ; 

Of ^ej^ills, >rbich <m joMfocy offered , 
to the yie^ on;eilth^r fide» ii^e ^d npt £ak;e 
*b?. Imh^ np^ d^d iir? fee fuiy th^t aftq- 
oifl^ uf ml^ fhcix loftinefs. Towards 
^Q f)i^f?9ii|t, of one« there wa$ a white 
ipd^ which I Xholild have calle^ a ^]cj^ 
rock, but the guides, who had better 
^yesj atid were acfjuainted with tjie.phae- 
tiom^tmqf tlifi country,, declar^ed. it ito be 
fnow. U had already lafted to the end of 
Auguft, $nd was likely to maintain its 
contei^ wi^h the fun^ till it fhould Ije rein- 

forced by winter. 

* G The 



Tbe li$igfit:of mbimiaitia fiMlofbphkally 
confidered is properly computed fixte^tl^ 

furface of the next fea ; but as it affe^^ 
the eye or imaginatioa of thq pafTenger, as 
it makes either a fpeftaclc or an ohftryc- 
tioof it muft be reckoned from the p^(je 

. ... .., ..",•..'7 II 

wh^re the rife begins to make a confider- 
able aoglc with the plain. In extepfiye 
ippntinents the land ma^» by gradual ele- 
vation,, attt^ great heigbti without- asjy 
ptfaer appearance than that of a pUne 
gently ioclined, and if a hill placed Mfotx 
Cuch raifed ground be Scribed, as havt 
ing its altitude e<}ual to th« whole ipaee 
above the fea, the reprefentation wUl be 
fallacious* 



; Thd9 mountains may be properly eooi^h 
n^afUi^ed . from the inland bale ; for it is 
not much above the fea. As we advanced 
at evening towards the weftern coaft, I did 
aot, , pWerve the declivity to be greater 
6 than 



ifUivic: lieosfllzytfjfiic.dia iSifefitrsd toT the 






' " "^e pafled many rivers atid rivulets, 
i^nicjfi commonly ran with a cleair mallow 
1]^(iam-6ver a hard 'pebbly bottom. ' Thefe 
diaiinels,' which feem lb much wider than 
Ilie^ater that they convey wbuld ^aturallj^ 
i^quttfe,* arc foriied by the violence of 
Wiliti^'tfooHs, piwluce^ the accumu- 
Mhk of mnunierahle ftreanis that' fall 
itfiidiiy weather 'from the hills, arid biirft* 
iJigf away With refiftldfs impetuofiiyi liialrt' 
f^^fd^es u pdflagfe propordohatd tti their 



* 



Such capricious and temporary waters 
ciRitflJt^bc ttfcpefted to produce many fifli. 
TBft #«pidity of the wintry deluge fwceps 
the*& away, arid the fcantinefs of the fum- 
mer^ftream would hardly fuftain them 
above the- ground. ThU is the reafon why 

G 2 in 
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Of the; iSlIs - many iniytjfc calfedf -wiljli 
Homer'^s 'U% abundant in fprings^ but f^ 
can deferve the epithet which he beflbWs, 
upon Pdibn by waving thtif leaves. TJiey 
exhibit teryhttle variety; being almoft 
wholly bovfeifed with dark heath, and evea 
t^ ieems to he checked in its growth,. 
What 18 hot heath \% nakednefe^ a little 
diverfifiedr]>y now andthefa a ftreath ru*fe- 
ing down the fteep;. An eye accuAojtofcd 
to flowery paftures and waving harv^^^ 
is aftonifhed and repelkd by this wide ex- 
tent of hc^elefs ftcrHityr ^ The appeaihtilce 
is that of matter incapable of forlA^^or 
ufefulnefs, difmilTed by tkture ftbm: Ite? 
care and difinherited of her favours, left 
in its original eleiriaeneal ^^m^ or 
only %vulpttoe fuUen''|X)W»< of ttlek&^«ve- 

getation. 

3 ItJ 
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fqnqky^f barpcB«flft.iM[n *ff«d yaryilmle 
jnftufement to the traveller; that«itj#.eafy 
to fit at borne and coaceive rocks and 
jbi^b, and waterfalls ; and thz^ thefc jour** 
jgiey* are ufelefs labourai^ whjiich neither 
jifl»pf(?gnate the im^ygin^uoa, nor. enlarge 
til^-4ra^.erftanding. It is true thftt4)f ftur 
rtlw gr«i«r part of tbii^t* wc muft «onicnt 
ipifl;fel.y?8 with (wch lwQwl«4ge ;i8 :d«£[:rip- 
Ijqn, may exhiljit, or analogy fupplyi bat 
u • M true Uk«wire} that ,t^e ideas , ,axe 
;»J^ay?r. ipconaeletq,. an;^. tU»t .at Jpaft^. 4& 
. 1^ haye.coffl^arijd thei» wUJi.r«alitijJ8»,.jfe 
fdp.|]^t koow.them to be. juft. A^ we.fep 
jporjC, we b^oijae ppfe^ip^ .ftf «|«<$ ?«!>• 
t^tieS) and confequently gain mqi;/: prjuv- 
ciples of reafbning) and found a ^ wider 

>a8ofawlqgy. • ./,. .. .,,:. ^A :•; 



• ' .' . • 
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iofaabi^i aiui IHtle cviltiy«t«i» .n^lce a 
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great 'p^ri of the carth,'^ and " He that * tkii! 
never leen them, muft livfe^ tiihiicqtflfhte^l 



»• -■* 



wlfii muck 6rthe face df'nature, ihcf >Bnfti 
one of 'tlie greiat ic^ises of humaa^cx* 
ili^iice. '"*'■'' '"• ■'■■'■ ■•■■■■ "■• ' "• ' '■■■• a-**-' 

As^tHedayadvatriced tbWrd* noon,- W4f 
entered a ' riai-row valley^liot ^ very ilbvrtt^i 
but fufficientiv verdant. Our guides told 
lis, that ttie hbrfes cduld not travel all day 
vritlibut" reft or meat, and entreated ttt'to 
fibp here, becaufe ho griffs' virould be found 
jn any bth^r place. ' The Tfcqueflr was f c^^ 
ibnable and the argument dogeiit. Wfe 
therefore willingly difmounted and divertttj 
ourfeivfs as the place' gave us oppo^ 
tunity. '-■'". 



•» • .«ii ^ 



. ».• 
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. J fat down on a bank^ fuch as a writer 

ipf Romance; might have delighted to feign; 

' "^ ' ■" * ' ' -■»...' • • ■ , 

I had. indeed no trees to whifper over 
Qiyliead} but a clear jriVuIet ilrearoed at 

my 



J 



my, feet The day was calm^ the air foft, 

- *..:,.. ... -♦- .. .^ * -<^» ., 

apjcJ.^U was rudcrjeft| filcncc,^and ifoiitude. 
^C%e .me, and ojji cither fidci; were hijgh 
^ijljj, which by hindering the eye from 
ranging, forced the mind to find ente^^ 
tainment for itfelf. Whether I fpent the 
hour .well I.knp^iooti for l^erc I |u-ft 
cooc<|iyqd die. thought of tjiis. narrat|qn. , 

. ]i/V^c wpreia.this place: at, eafc and by 
choice^ and had no eyik to /uflFer or to 

• -^ 

ftfaf ;. yet the.ipa«gi»atioa8.)?$c|ted by the 
YiewQf. an, unknown and^ ijptray^lled wiU 
dojnefs are .not fuch as arife^in the arJ 
tt£dal iblitude.pf ,par]c$ and gardcna^ x 
flattering notipu.of felf-fufficienqy| j^ pla^ 
cid indulgence of voluntary delufions, sv 
fecure expanfion of the fancy, or a cool 
concentration of the mental powers* The 
phantoms which haunt adefert are want, 

and mifery, and da,nger; the evils of 

"* " ^ • - . , y 

^erelidtion ruih upon the thoughts; man i? 
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' lio^' iitrfe fe' ran fu4jh. ;a9d hkr^li^e 
life Iran pe Am. Th^c iweite jjO'.,tewe8 

- of inhabrfan t8, e*<*pt pi5|ia|i6 . ji r j|;i^ft^^ 
df clodft called a fumn^et hat^ i^ w^h 
iter^lSiatt &^ the fivooi^^ 

&afQ«k. Whoever lidk bietU j'tt tfe^ jpj^ 
where I tJieo &(, unprovided withj^r^^*- 
3hdigt)6rant of the country, V^i^i 
At Icftft before the roads were ihade» tiains 
wandaed amobg the rocksi till he had pe- 
fiiOied witli ^lurd&ipy before he could 
hi*e tbnnd either food <** ihcher^^Yet 

r • » .s « «. 

*rhat ate thefe hillocks to the ridges of 
Taurus, or thefe fpots of wildnefjf to t|o 
deiarts of Americi^ ? * 



..S^Vi''^ 



' It was oot long before we were invited 
to mount, and continuedaqf journey along 
the fide of a lough, ke|it full by xnkaj 
flreams, which with mote or lefs rapidity 

and noife qrofTed the tpad from the hills 



on 



i 



tlii^ii^ dTmim&ed l!ate, after leveral dry 
' ^bnths, itf6n!> fo one wl^o has alwjiys 
'^BWd' in level cdtiritriesr 'an "liaufual .and 
-i&figfttfhl %aac!e j^ ^ut in j the r«i&y ^a- 



..t.I u 
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' The lough at laft ended in^ i^er.brqjid 
^ M^anow 11^ the reft, \m ^jl^at jt mY 
oe pafled when it is deeper* t^ere Wjl 
bndge over it. l^eyohd it is a valley called 
^Unjhfdlsy lol^blted by the eiba lof ISIac* 
rae, Here we fofjpd a village, c^IM .Jaftf-' 
nqmeals^ Conril]tin&; or many, hutst p^rha^s 
raenty^ built al} of dry-Jlajn^^ th^K is* flones 

^ted vp without ^ 

1- . ' We 
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?. "Vi^e ]M by, the direflioa of,tb£ offi^cx^ 
at Forf:.-45JT!fi^#;^keji Ijread ^ ouBielvojtj 
:|b4 toJwjCgft^ i^f, thofe. RighJandera. whpt 
aoyight, fljoW;,iH:apy Jdn^jj^li. . We yssxf^ 
^^. su a plaorwhe];? we co^ld pbtaia.nuilk» 
but jnuft have wanted bread, if we had noL 
brj^ghji):, ^The people pf ?his valjey did^ 
opt appear fo ^now any Englifh, and our 

£^i)ji4c9 now became doubly neceflary. a& 

interpreters. A woman, whofe hut wasi 

•-••'..■...,. 11, 

dminguiflved by greater fpacioufnefs and 
better atchitedure, brought out fome pails 
of milk. The villagers gathered about us 

in. confiderable numbers, I believe without 

* ' .%."■«, . ^ 

apy evil intention, but with a very favage 
wildnefs of afped and manner. When our 
meaV was over, Mr. Bopwell fliced the 
bread, and divided it amongft them, as he' 
fuppoied them never to haye tafted a' 
wheaten loa^ before. He then gaye theii> 
little pieces of twilled tobapco, and among 

tks .<^dr«»iw<^<di^rib^te4 ^ %all handful 
o£.'J^ali^pe«oe)V which they .3receirY«d rwiljt^. 
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^e^t' eagerc^si' V'-TPet 1' haVe been fiflcc 
tttid, tfiaf t!ii ijeojilecif that^V^ey are ho* 
Mdfgent i and when' trief ihttitforted thettf 
afterwards as needy and pitfable, a Higlt^ 
Md hdy let us' know, that we itaighfe' 
Ipate our commiferation ; for the dame 
whofc milk we drahlc had probably morb 
tfian a dozen milk-cows, She feemed un-^ 
wiling to take any price, but being prefled' 
to make a demand, at lad named a (hiUing. 
Hbnefty 19 not greater where elegance is 
Jefs. One of the by-ftanders, a$ we were 
told afterwards, advifed her to afk. more, 
but ihe faid a ihilling was enough. We 
gave her half a crown, and I hope got 
fome credit by our behaviour ; for the com* 
pany faid, if Qur interpreters did not flat-^ 
ter us, that they had not feen fuch a day 
fince the old laird of Macleod pa0ed throuk& 
their country. 

. l\i'''^ ' ' ' . ' ^ .' •■; 4 ». •; ■•i..\: "J;-. /• V '■■*' 

, ' t ' ' 

"The iS^acraW, a^ Hre heslrd aftetWMrds id' 

tKe^Heiiindes?, %di^<>r{^a11y mJao^tst: 

••*)» and 
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and fubofdinftte eUn) iiibAh0mng bq f9Tm% 
not Aock> ^rere in £[i«tit. wtmlNm ftr?MUt 
to tb€ M&d«UaiM«7 whO) in (he vme'4f 
OiarI«3 th&Firft, todk arms at ^ «att-«(f 
'the herofC M^ontrqfe^ alid were, in (!»• ^ 
liis battks, almoft all deftrdyed. The «fi>* 
ixiis^ that were left at home, being thug 
136prived of their hufbands^ like the Scy- 
^an kdi^ <)f old, married their feryants» 
^^dd the Macraes became a confiderable 
'race* 
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' THE HIGHLANDS. 






A& we tontioued our journey, we were 

at leifure to extend our (peculations/ and 

^j^^ i|iye{|ig4tjc the reafon of thofe peculia- 

^fijjj^ by. which fuch ragged regions as thefc 

^^01^, us arj? generally diftinguiihed. 

Mountainous countries commonly con- 

, ta^n the origioaU at leaft the oUeft face of 

mhabitants^ for they awe aot eafily con« 

queiedy 



iMPKlfie^^wf WW ridge, is i» .aew fomo&k 

IriiWft, the ^^^^nd^ats have «(gai« the fanje 

$^ %aijt,/<^ i^m the futmi^it, they gAia 

only (& much ground ; their enemies ne 

Jbnl t^ilake j^ib^Qion of the liei^ vocki. and 

Ibe pur^ierB :ilaiid at gaz^e^ knowiag ;oa^ 

ther where the ways c^ e&ape wind among 

ihi fteeps, oor where the bog has firmnefs 

to iuftadn them : beftdes that, mountaineers 

bave an agility in dimbing and defcendiag 

^ 4litin A from ftrength or courage) aad at-* 

tainable only by uie* 

'" 'If the war be not foon concluded, the 
invaders are dlfl^xlged by hunger; for in 






thofe ' arixioilis^ 'and toilfome marcheS) pro- 

vifiOQS cannot eafily be carried, a{i4 are 
-a03 vuw.uinc;) scji*. '^'J^;'^ r.j ' t, - 
^ nevet jq be found. , The wealth of moun-^ 

to !):ii5t iJjbto sm r.f^. 1/ . -.■ , . * : ''* .• 

tains. IS cattle, which, while the menitand 
wno:> Y'llst: ton 3*)fi v-jti; i.n .ri-Jn.;- . " 

^ in the pafles, the" women drive away. 

Such 
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fi@t^b6)^^^ lb ^dftai invaded vby 3 thq mere ani^ 
btci0z»> of^r dominion ; :m oby refisntnsMotit 
olFuroiriieirite ladd infidti, or the define' o£ 
en^i^yiiig itt feciirity the more fruit&l pra*^ 

t As^mDuittains.arerlong before they iurd 
cbnquwedt thisy are likewife ^(xig beSsrd 
tbcy -are. civilisiod. Men are (aittned hy^ 
iMeicmir&^' mutually profitabte^ i and.< m^ 

ilru£ted by I comparing theiir own notion^ 

ft 

wkhtbDfe of: others. Thus CSssfar ^ foufi# 
the maritime parts of Britain made lefl^ 
barbarous by their commerce with the 
Gattls. Into a barren and roug;h trad no 
fffangcr is^ljrought either by ithe hope of 
gain or 6f pF^fiire. The inhabitants having 
ndiher* commodities for lale, nor money- 
ror pti^ vifit mort polifhed 

in£ces/or4f'^they do vifit them feldom re- 
turn. 
'<->•'•"* If 
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Itfometimes.happeas ^t-by coiK^m^ 
kMearmtxttiret or gradual refio^iMat, tbi^ 
eidtivated part$ tf a country chaoge thek 
hfigmge^ The mountaineors'thetx beoonid 
icdiftind nation, cut off by diffinnlttude 
of fpeech from converfation with theif 
neighbours. Thus in Bifcay^ the origintil 
Gintabriany and in Dalecarlia, the old Swe- 
dsOi fttli fubfiib. Thus Wahs and the 
Highlands fpeak the tcmguetn)f t3ie iirft 
inliabitaats of Britain, whila the other 
paorts have received firft the Sax^on^ and ur 
feme degree afterwards the French^ andr 
tbea formed a third language betwWar 
them. ; ^ 



V 



That the primitive manners are coutir; 
nued where the primitive language ^» 
^oken, no nation will defire me to fuppofi^t 
for the manners of mountaineers are. camr> 
monly favage, but they are rather producc|4> 
by their (ituation than derived from thc;iic> 
anceftors. 

Such 
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Such feedis to be the dif(K4|ipQ c^ 9latl4 
lluit whtfierei' iria^et a diftia^Qa prodttpe^ 
fhtdej. £pgl4D4» before o^r cai)(<;t of 

tmakf mere foaad* was cli0nrbe4 for fi^^p 
<$aruri«i lyy the cpntefts of t||e ttortlnprxi 
«od foutherQ couf^e« ; To t)Mi| ^t C^ffoijd^ 
liie peace e£ ftidj could fi>r a loog time 
4}e preferred only by diufiog ai^niM^y cmiB 

of the Pro6kDct finom tach iide iof the Trent* 
A ti»£): interfei^ bjr mmy lidg^ <{£ 
mountains,: namr»Uy divides its liiiMM- 
tadts into petty nation(> ^Jbioh wc mida 
by a thoufknd oufes enemks to etusb other* 
Each wiU exalt its own i^hiefs^ each will 
boaft the valour of its men, or the Ij^ntf 
of its women, and every claim of fupe- 
riority irritates competition { injuries will 
ibmetimes be done, and be more injurioufly 
rdefended ; retsdiation will ibmetimes be at- 
tempted, and the debt exaded with too 
mucb interdl. 

In the Highlands it was a law, that if 
* robber was fheltered from juftice, any 

man 



inatt bf the !aina'4lata"-ra^ ^W Itk^en In 
his ^ce. Ttes ' ^ks • a^ T^riH Wfrreglikr ' 
jufficfeV '^hich/thc^g'li iittd^iy-in feVage ' 
. timHs,* couidki^lf iaif t^ femf }h S Teud, ' 
and' k fetid oncfe^ Kri3led dittong liiiiBfe" 
pebpli; with no Variety of p'urfiiitis to divert* 
thefif • thbughfe/'Bui-ht • orf: for ages- «&« • 
fuffiiil^ ib#i%-3nfecret iriiItiB»4*%r ope^- ■ 
If 'fti^ng^ irito^'puMic" «efi6fc: ' tJf '^ftie - 
etfHa^W'tiiis^nolfentjudickturei there arc 

» • ... 

ndl**wahl:in^ mcmorisls. ' T%e ^ave is how 
to-fe ften to Wh^ch ohfe of tb'e GaAij^beffs, 
wKB? fc'ad rnjored - tlic Macdbtiildi, • t6-* 
tired with^a body of his own clan. * The 
iVIaedoiialds required thet offender, aiid bfe*- ' 
ing refufed, made a fire at the moiith of 
the cave, by which he arid his adherents 
were fuffocated together. 

* I 

» 

Mountaineers arie warlike, becauie by 
thdr feuds and competitions thby confider 
thetnfeives as furrounded with enemies, and 
are always prepared to repel incur fipns, or 

* H to ' 
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to make thein« like the Greeks in tbelr 
unpolifhed ftate» defcribed by Thucydides, 
the HighlanderSf till lately, went always 
armed, and carried their weapons to vifitSf 
and to church. 

Mountaineers ajre thievifh, becaufe they 
are poor, and having neither manufadures 
nor commercef can grow richer only by 
robbery. They regularly plunder their 
neighbours, for their neighbours are com- 
monly their enemies ; and having loft that 
reverence for property, by which die order 
of civil life is . prefervedi foon confider all 
as enemies, whom they do not reckon as 
friends, and think themfelves licenfed to 
invade whatever they are not obliged to 
proted. 

By a find adminiftration of the laws, 
fince the laws have been introduced into 
the Highlands, this difpofition to thievery 
is very much reprcft. Thirty years ago no 

ber4 
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herd had ever been conducted through the 
mountains, without paying' tribute in the 
nighty to ibme of the clans; but cattle are 
now driven, and palfengerd travel without 
danger, fear, or moleftation. 

Among a warlike people, the quality of 
highefl efteem is perfonal courage, and 
with the oftentatious difpUy of courage are 
dofely conneded promptitude of offence 
and quicknefs of refentment^ The High«- 
landers, before they were difarmed, were 

io addided to quarrels, that the boys ufed 
to follow any publick procefiion or cere-- 
mony, however feftive, or however folemn^ 
in exped];ation of the battlCf which was 
fure to happen before the company dif* 
perfed. 

Mountainous regions are fometimes fo 
remote from the feat of governn^ents and 
fo difficult of accefst that they are very 
little under the influence of the fovereign^ 

H a or 
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or withia the reach of national jufiice/ 
Law is nothing without power ; and the 
Sentence of a diftant court could not be ea^ 
fily executed) nor perhaps very fafely pro*- 
mulgated) among men ignorantly proud 
and habitually violent, unconneded with 
the general fyflem, and accuftotned to re- 
verence only their own lords. It has there- 
fore been ncceffary to ered: many parti- 
cular juriidii6tions> and coimmit the pumfh^ 
ment c£ crimes, and the decifion of right 
to the proprietors of the country who could 
enforce their own decrees. It immediately 
^appears that fuch judges will be often igno- 
rant, and often partial ; but in the imma* 
turity of political eftablifhments no better 
expedient could be found. As government 
advances towards perfeftion, provincial 
judicature is perhaps in every empire gra- 
dually aboliftied, 

Thofe who had thus the difpeniation of 
law, were by confequence themfelves law- 

lefs. 
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Icfe. Their vafTals had no ihelter from 
outr^^es and oppreffioiis ; fa^t were coib- 
demned to endure, without refiflance, the 
caprices of wantonnefs, and the rage of 
cruelty. 

In the Highlands, fome great lords had 
an hereditary jurifdift ion over counties ; and 
fome chieftains over their own lands; till 
the final conqueft of the Highlanda^afForded 
an opportunity of crufhing all the local 
eourtSi and of extending the general bene- 
fits of equal law to the low and the high, 

in the deepeft receffes and obfcureft cor- 
ners. 

While the chiefs had this refemblance 
of royalty, they had little inclination to 
appeal, on any queftion, to fuperior judica- 
tures. A claim of lands between two 
powerful lairds was decided like a conteft 
for dominion between fovereign powers. 
They drew their forces into the field, and 

H 3 right 
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right attended on the ftrbngeft. This was, 
in ruder times, the eommdn prailicc, which 
the kings of Scotland could feldom con- 
trol. 

Even fo lately as in the leaft years of King 
William, a battle was fought at Mull Mgy^ 
on a plain a few miles to the fouth of In^ 
vernefsj between the clans of Mackinto/h 
and Macdonald of Keppoch. CoL Macdo* 
nald^ the head of a fmall clan, refufed to 
pay the dues demanded from him by Mac^ 
kinto/hf as his fuperior lord. They dif- 
dai^ed the interpoHtion of judges and laws, 
and calling each his followers to maintain 
the dignity of the clan, fought a formal 
battle, in which feveral confiderable men 
fell on the fide of Mackintojh^ without a 
complete vidory to either. This is faid to 
have been the laft open war made betweeii 
the dans by their own authority. 

The Highland lords made treaties, and 
fb^B^ed alliances, of which fozne traces may 

m 
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i^U be found, atul iotat oonfequences ftill 
remaio as kiting evidences of petty rega* 
lit7« The terms of one of thefe confede* 
racies were» that each ihould fupport the 
other in the right, or in the wrong» ex- 
cept againft the king. 

The inhabitants of mountains form di- 
fiindl races, and are careful to preferve their 
genealogies. Men in a fmall diftrid ne* 
cefiarily mingle blood by intermarriages« 
and combine at laft into one family, with 
a common intereft in the honour and dis- 
grace of every individual. Then begins 
that union of affedions, and co-operation 
of endeavours, that conftitute a clan. They 

who confider themfelves as ennobled by 
their family, will think highly of their 
progenitors, and they who through fuc- 
ceffive generations live always together in 
the fame place, will preferve local ftories 
and hereditary prejudices. Thus every 
Highlander can talk of his anceftors, and 

H 4 recount 
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recount the outrages which they fuflpered 
from the wicked inhabitants of the next 
valley. 

Such are the effeds of kabitation among 
mountains, and fuch were the qualities of 
the Highlanders, while their rocks fecluded 
them from the reft of mankind, and kept 
them an unaltered and difcriminated race. 
They are now lofing their diftindion, and 
haftening to mingle with the general com- 
munity. 

G L E N E L G. 

We left Mknajheals and the Macraes 
in the afternoon, and in the evening came 
to Rafiketty a high hill on whicTi a road is 

s . 

cut, but fo fteep and narrow, that it is very 
• difficult. There is now a defign of mak- 
ing another way round the bottom. Upon, 
one of the precipices, my horfe, weary wiUi 
the fteepncfs of the rife, ftaggered a little, 

and 
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and I called in hafte to the Highlander to 
hold him. Thi» was^ the only moment of 
my journey, in which I thought myfelf 
endangered. 

Having furmounted the hill at laft, we 
were told that at Glenelg^ on the fea-fide, 
we fhould come to a houfe of lime and 
flate and glafs. This image of magnifi* 
cence raifed our expedlation. At laft we 
came to our inn weary and peevifli, and 
began to inquire for meat and beds* 

Of the provifions the negative catalogue 
was very copious* Here was no meat, no 
milk, no bread, no eggs, no wine. We 
did not exprefs much fatisfadion. . Here 
however we were to ftay. Whifky we 
might have, and I believe at laft they 
caught a fowl and killed it. We had fome 
bread, and with that we prepared ourfelves^ 
to be contented, when we had a very emi-^ 
nent proof of Highland hofpitality. Along- 

ibme 
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feme miles of the way, in the evening, a 
gentleman's fervant had kept us company 
on foot with very little notice on our 
part. He left us near Glenelg^ and we 

thought on him no more till he came to ua 

» 

again, in about two hours, with a prefent 
from his mailer of rum and fugar. The 
man had mentioned his company, and the 
gentleman, wh^fe name, I think, is Gordon^ 
well knowing the penury of the place, 
had this attention to two men, whole 
names^ perhaps he had not heard, by whom 
his kindnefs was not likely to be ever re« 
paid, and who could be recommended to 
liim only by their neceflities. . 

We were now to examine our lodging. 
Out pf one of the beds, on which we were 
to repofe, ftarted up, at our entrance, a 

man black as a Cyclops from the forge. 
Other circumftanccs of no elegant recital 
concurred to diiguft us. We had been 
frighted by a lady at Edinburgh, with 

fiifcouraging 
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difcouraglng reprefentations of Highland 
lodging^. Sleep, however, was neceflary. 
Our Highlanders had at laft found fome 
hay, with which the inn could not fupply 
them. I dire£ted them to bring a bundle 
into the room, and flept upon it in my 
riding coat. Mr. Bofwell being more de- 
Iicate9 laid himfelf fheets with hay over and 
under himj and lay in linen like a gentleman. 



SKY, ARMIDEL, 



In the morning, September the twen-* 
tieth, we found ourfelves on the edge of 
the fea. Having procured a boat, we diCm 
miffed our Highlanders, whom I would 
recommend to the fervice of any future - 
travellers, and were ferried over to the Iflc 
of Sky. We landed at ArmidcU where 
we were met on the fands by Sir Alexander 
Macdonald, who was at that time there « 
with his lady, preparing to leave the ifland 

snd refide at Edinburgh. 

Armidcl 
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Armidcl is a neat houfet built where 
the Macdmalds had once a feat» which 
was burnt in the commotions that followed 
the Revolution. The walled orchard, which 
belonged to the former houfe, ftill remains. 

It is well fliaded by tall afh trees, of a 

* 

fpecies, as Mr. Janes the foffilift informed 
me, uncommonly valuable. This planta- 
tion is very properly mentioned by Dr. 
CamphelU in his new account of the (late 
of Britain^ and deferves attention; becaufc 
it proves that the prefent nakednefs of the 
Hebrides is not wholly the fault of Nature. 

As we fat at Sir Alexander's table, we 
were entertained, according to the ancient 
ufage of the North, with the melody of 
the bagpipe. Every thing in thofe coun- 
tries has its hiftory. As the bagpiper was 
playing, an elderly Gentleman inforrhed 
us, that in Ibmc remote time, the Macdo* 

nalds of Glengary having been injw^ or 

offended by the inhabitants of CtdhdeUf 

and 
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and refolving to have juftice or vengeancCt 
came to Gulloden on a Sunday, where find- 
ing their enemiee at worfhip, they fhut 
them up in the church, which they fet oq 
fiire ; and this, faid he, is the tune that the 
piper played while they were burning. 

Narrations like this, however uncertain, 
defervc the notice of a traveller, becaufe 
they are the only records of a nation that 
lias no hiftorians, and afford the moft ge- 
nukie reprefentation of the life and cha- 
rader of the ancient Highlanders. 



Under the denomination of Highlander 
are comprehended in Scotland all that now 
fpeak the Erfe language, or retain the pri- 
mitive manners, whether they live among 
the mountains or in the iflands ; and ia 
that fenfe I ufe the name, when there is 
not fome apparent reafon for making a 

didindion. 

3 la 
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In Sky I firft obferred the ufe of Brogues, 
a kind of artlefs ihoes, fiitched with thongt 
fo loofely, that though they defend the 
foot from ftones, they do not exclude 

9 

water. Brogues were formerlj made 
of raw hides, with the Qsm inwards, and 
fuch are perhaps ftill ufed in rude and re- 
mote parts; but they are faid not to laft 
above two days. Where life is fomewhat 
improved, they are now made of leather 
tanned with oak bark, as in other places, 
or with the bark of birch, or roots of tdr- 
mentil, a fubftance recommended in defed 
of bark, about forty years ago, to the Irifh 
tanners, by one to whom the parliament 
of that kmgdom voted a reward. The 
leather of Sky is not completely penetrated 
by vegetable matter, and therefore cannot 
be very durable. 

My inquiries about brogueSf gave me 
an early fpecimen of Highland informa- 
tion^ 
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don. One day I was told, that to make 
brogues was a doineftick art, which every 
man pradifed for himfelf, and that a pair 
of brogues was the work of an hour. I 
fuppofed that the hufband made brogues as 
the wife made an apron, till next day it 
was told me, that a brogue-maker was a 
trade, and that a pair would coft half a 
crown. It will eafily occur that thefe re« 
prefentations may both be true, and that, 
in fbme places, men may buy them, and 
in others, make them for themfelves ; but 
I had botl. the accounts in the fame houle 
within two days* 

Many of my fubfequent inquiries upon 
snore interefting topicks ended in the like 
uncertainty. He that travels in the High* 
lands may eafily faturate his foul with in-« 
telligence, if he will acquiefce in the firft 
account. The Highlander gives to every 
queftion an anfwer fo prompt and peremp- 
tory, that ikepticifm itfelf is dared into 

fileace, 
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, filenke, and the mind finks before the bold 
reporter inunrefifting credulity; but if a 
fecond queftion be ventured, it breaks the 
enchantment; for it is immediately dif- 
covered, that what was told fo cdnfidcatfy 
was told at hazard, ind that fuch fearlefihe£i 
of affertion was cither the fport of negli- 
gence, or the refuge of ignorance. 

If individuals are thus at variance with 
themfelves, it can be no wonder that the ac- 
counts of different men are c6ntradi€i:ory« 
The traditions of an ignorant ^and favage 
people have been for ages negligently heiEU'd^ 
and unftilfully related- . Piftant cventa 
muft have been mingled together, and the 
a(3:ions of one man given to another* 
Thefe, however, are deficiencies in ftory, 
for which no man is now" to be cenfured. * 
It were enough, if what there is yet op- 
portunity of examining were accurately in- 
fpeded, and juftly reprefented \ but fuch is 

the laxity of Highland converlation, that 

the 
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^e inquirer is kept in continual fufpeiifei 
fiind by a kind of intellectual retifogradation> 
knows lefs as he hears more* 



In the iflands the plaid is fately woril*' 
The law by which the Highlanders have 
been obliged to change the form of .their 
drefs^ has, in all the places that we hav6 
Viiited, been univerfally obeyed. I have 
feeh only one gentleman completely cloth- 
ed in the ancient habit, and by him it waa 
Worn only occafionally and Wantonly* Th6 
common people do not , think themfelves 
tinder any legal neceffity of having coats ; 
for they fay that the law againft plaids was 
tnade by Lord Hardwicke^ and was in force 
only for his life : but the fame poverty that 
toade it then difficult for them to change 
their clothing, hinders them How from 
changing it again* 

The fillibeg, or Idweif gardienti is ftill 
Very commoui and the bonnet almofl uni-* 

* I Verfalj 
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in a fufficient degree, the effe^ m^d^ 
by the law, of abolifliing the diflimilitude 
of appearance between the Highlanders 
and the other inhabitants of Britain ; and, 
ifdrefs be fuppofed to have much infltt- 
ence, facilitates their coalition with their 
fellow-fubjciSs. 



What we have long ufed we natarally 
'like^ and therefore the Highlanders were 
unwilling to lay afide their plaid, whkh 
yet to an unprejudiced fpedator muftsqypear 
an incommodious and cumberroi£k6.di0f9; 
for hanging loofe upon thp body, it |pij^ 
flutter in a quick motion, or require . o^ 
of the hands to keep it clofe. The Rpo^ants 
always laid afide the gown when they had 
any thing to do. It was a drefs fo unfui- 
table to war, that the fame word which ng- 
nified a gown (ignified peace. The chief 
ufe of a plaid feems to be' this, that ^ey 
could commodioufly wrap themfelves in it, 

when 
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ffrheii they were obliged to ileep without a 
bettier cover. 

■ * f 

la our pafiage from Stoilond to Si^^ we 
tvere wet for the firft time with a ihower. 
Itiis was the beginning of the Highland 
wintef, after which we were told that a 
fucceilion of three dry days wisis fiot to be 
expedled for many months. The winter 
xof the Hebridis confifts of little more than 
Ijain and wind. As they are furrounded 
•fay an ocean neyer frdzen^ the blaAs that 
«ome tx) than over the water are too much 
.foftened to hare the power of cofigelatioit^ 
'iThc fait loughs, or inlets of the fca, which 
flioot very far into the iflind, never have 
atiy ice upon them, and the pools of frefh 
water will never bear the walker. The 
fnow that fometimes fall6, is foon difTolved 
by the air, or the rain. 

This it tiot the defcriptiori of a cruel clU 

mate^ yet the dark months are here a time 

I 3 of 
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9f great difirel^ ; hec^uk* the famiber dm 
do little more than feed itfelf» and winter 
comes vfith its cold and its fcarcity upon 
femHies very Hendeiiy psomdci^ 



/ 



CORIATACHAN IN SKY. 

r The third or fourth day aftev our utiiwi 
at Armidil^ broog^ us an inritatiba to t3a4 
ifle of Raafay\ whieh lieG eaft of ^y. It 
18 incre^ble how foon the account dFany 
event is propagated in thcfc narrow cduo^ 
tries by the love of talk, which much tei* 
fure produces, and the relief giv^ to tSifc 
mind in the penury of infular conirtjrfadflft 
:by a new topick. The arrival ctf* ftrangfirs 
at a place fb rarely vifited, excites rumour, 
and quickens curioiity. I know not whe* 
*ther we touched at any corner* where Fame 
had not already prepared us a itceptioUi, 

To gain a commodious pafiage tO Raqfkj^ 

it was neceflary to pafs over «l krge part f^f 

2 Sky. 
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Sfy^ We wars fwniihed . therefore with 
berfesanda guide. In the Iflands there 
are no roadsi nor any marks by whi<;h a 
ftranger may find his way. The horfeman 
has always at his (ide a native of the place^ 
who,^ by purfuing game, or tending cattle, 
or "being often employed in mefTages or 
condt^, has learned where the ridge of the 
hiSl has breadth fufficient to allow a horfe 
And his rider a paflage, and where the mofs 
Qx bog is hard enough to bear them. The 
IkOgs are avoided Is toilfome at lead, if not 
uafafe, and therefore the journey is made 
generally from precipice to precipice ; from 
iwjuich if the eye ventures to loolf: down, it 
fees below a gloomy cavity, whence the 
mih of water is fometimes heard. 

- ; But there Deems to be in all this more 
alarm than danger. The Highlander walks 
carefiiUy before, and the horfe, accuftomed 
(a tite gfoundt follows him with little de> 
viatxbn, Sometimes the hill is too fteep for 

J 3 the 
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the horfeman to keep his feat, and fom^ 
times the moia is too tremulous to bear 
the double weight of horie and man. The 
tider then difiiiounts, and all ibift as they* 

cani 

I 

Journies made in this manner are rather 
tedious than long. A very few miles re-^ 
quire federal hours. From j/irtnidel we 
came at night to Coriatachan^ a houfe very 
pleafantly (ituated between two brooks, 
with one of the higheft hills of the ifland 
behind it. It is the rcfidence of Mr. Mac^ 
kinnony by whom we were treated with very 
liberal hofpitality, among a more numerous 
and elegant company than it could havQ 
been fuppoFed eafy to ^oUeft. 

The hill behind the houfe we did not 
jdiimb. The weather was rough, and the 
lieight and fieepnefs difoouraged. us. We 
were toki that there is a cairaeupon tfi A 
«atrne is a heap of ibne^ thrown upoa the 

grave. 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c. aif 

^TKVt of one eminent :£br dignity of birth^ 
or.fplendour of atcbievements. It is £iidthat 
by digging, an urn is always found under 
thefe cairnes: they muft therefore have 
been thus piled by a people whofe cuftom 
vras to burn the dead. To pile ilones is, 
I believe, a northern cuftom, and to burn 
the body was the Roman pra(3:ice ; nor do 
I know when it was that thefe two a^$ of 
iepulture were united* 

The weather was next day too violent 
for the continuation of our journey j but 
we had no reafon to complain of the inter*- 
ruption. We faw in every place, what we 
chiefly defired to know, the manners of the 
people. We had company, and, if we 
had chofen retirement, .we might have had 
books. 

I xsever was in any houfe of the Iflaiicb» 
where I did not find books in more lan- 
guages tliaa one, if I ftaid long enough to 
V13L0X them, except one from which the 

• r 

I 4 family 
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family W2^. jremoved* Literature is. not 
aeglcded by the higher rank of the He^ 
bridians. 

' It need not, I fuppofe, be mentioned, 
that in countries fo little frequepted as the 
Jflands, there are no houfes where travel- 
lers are entertained for money. He that 
wanders about thefe wilds, either procures 

recommendations to thofe whofe habita- 

« 

tions lie near his way, or, when night and 
wearinef^ come upon him, takes the chancQ 
pf general hofpitality. If he finds only % 
cottage, he can expeA little more than 
ihelter j for the cottagers have little morq 
for themfelves: but if his good fortune 
brings him to the refidence of a gentleman, 
be will be glad of a ftorm to prolong his 
ftay. There is, however, one inn by the 
fea fide at Sconfor, in Sky, where th<} 
poft-office is kept. 

At the tfiAt» vrhere a firat^er is reedveda 
f^eitlier plenty no? delteacy is wanting* A 



\ 
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trad of land fo thinly inhabited, muft liav6 
much wild-fowl ; and I fcarccly remembcf 
to have feen a dinner without them. The 

4 

jnoorgame is every where to be Ijad. That 
the fea abounds with fifh, needs not be 
told, for it fupplies a great part of Europe. 
The ifle of Sky has flags and roebucks, 
but no hares. They fell very numerous 
droves of oxen yearly to England, and 
therefore cannot be fuppofed to want beef 
at home. Sheep and goats are in great 
numbers^ and they have the common do« 
jneflick fowls. 

But as here is nothing to be bought, 

every family muft kill its own meat, and 

roaft part of it fomewhat fooner than Api- 

cius would prefcribck Every kind of flefli 

is undoubtedly ea;ceHed by the variety and 

4emulation of Englifh markets } but that 

which is not beft may be yet very faos from 

h^A^ aod h^ that iliaU ooffl^Uidof his fare 

in 
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ID' the Hebrides J has improted Hz deliGacyi 

jil0i?e'tb«m hift manhood . ^ -^ 

' • , ' - 4 • 

• - . » . ,1 4 ■ 

Their fowl^ arq not like thofe plumped 
for fale by t^e, poulterers 9f London^but 
they are a?, good a^ other places commonly 
afford, except that the geefe, by feeding ipt 
the fea, have univerfally a fiihy ranknefs* 

Thefe geefe feem to be of a middle race> 
between the wild and domeftick kinds. 
They are fo tame as to own a home, and 
fo wild as fometimes to fly quite away. 

Their native bread is made of oats, or 
barley. Of oatmeal they fpread very thii> 
cakes, coarfe and hard, to which unac- 
cuftpmed palates arc not eafily recpncilol. 
T\\t barley cakes are thicker and fofter ; 
I began to eat them without unwillingnefs i 
the blacknefs of their colour, raifes fome 
diiilik?^ but the taile^ is not dif»greeable^ 
8 In 
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In moft hollies there .is wbeat fio\;^er^ with 
which we were fure to^to be tifeated,* if ^vre^ 
fiaid long enough to have it kneaded and 
baked. As neither yeaft nor leaven are 
ufed among them, their bread of every kind 
is unfci'mented. They make only cakes, 
and never mould a loaf. 

A man of the Hebrides, for of the wo- 
meii'3 diet 1 can give no account, as foon as 
he a'ppears in the morning, fwallows a glafs 
of whiiky; yet they are not a drunken 
race, at leaft I never was prefent at much 
intemperance ; but no man is fo abftemious 
lis to refufe the morning dram, which they 
call ajkalk. 

The word whijky fignifies water, and 
18 applied by way of eminence to ftrohg 
nvater^ or diftilled liquor. The fpirit drunk 
in the North is drawn from barley. I never 
tafiedit, except once for experiment at the 
iwi in Jnverary^ when I thought it pre-^ 

ferablc 
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ferable td any l^gUJb mak brandy; l{ 
WM ftrong» but not pUngoiti and was free^^ 
from the empyreumatick tafle or finell»: 
What waS' the procefs I had no c^portuntty 
of inquiring, nor do I wifh to improve th<r 
art of making poifon plealknt. 

Not long after the dram, may be ex* 
peded the breakfaft, a meal in which the 
Scots, whether of the lowlands or moun-r 
tains, mufl be confefied to excel us. The 
tea and coffee are accompanied not only 
with butter, but with honey, conferves,, 
and marmalades. If an epicure could re- 
move by a wifli,*in qucft of fenfual grati* 
fications, wherever he had fupped he would 
breakfaft in Scotland. 

In the iflatids however, they do what I 

found it not very eafy to endure. They 

pollute the tea-table by plates piled wiCh 

large dices of cheihire cheefe, whicH 

inmgles its \tit grateful odours wi& the 

fragrance of the tea* 

Where 
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,^ Whera manyifudUona are* to be ajQkedf 
ihoxt will be omitted. I focgot tD inquire 
how tibey were fupplied with (6 much eisc^^ 
9tic Ittxuiy. Perhaps the French may 
bring thein wine for woolt and the Dutch 
give them tea and coffee at the fifhing fea* 
fon» in exchange for frefh provifion. 
Their trade is unconftrained j they pay 
no cuftoms ; for there is no officer to de« 
mand them ; whatever therefore is made 
dear only by impoff) is obtained here at an 
eafy rate* 

4 ' 

A dinner in the Weftern Illands differs 
^ery little from a dinner in England^ ex- 
cept that in the place of tarts^ there are 
always fet different preparations of milk. 
ThijT part of their diet will admit fame 
improvement* Though they have nfiU^i 
^nd/eggs, and fu^ar»ifewof them kno^ hov^ 
feo cQiaxpdiuad the^i in a cuftai;d^ Their 
£»rdcaa. afford; thei;i no great yariety» hitX 
^ey have always fome vegetables on the 

table. 
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table^ . Potatoes* at leifift arc, jaeirer wairtrngi 
which, tl^pugh they, have tyot known tbeih. 
long, a;re now one of the principal parts'of 
their food. They are not of the niealy$ 
but the vifcous kind* 



I 



Their more elaborate ^cookery> or m$d0 
difhes, an Englifhman at the firft t^Jb/i£^ 
not likely to approve, but the culinary coAt* 
pofi lions of every country are often fucjl 
as become grateful to other nations only 
by degrees j though I have read a Bren^JBKi 
author, who, in the elation of his hearts 
fays, that French cookery pkafea *Ui 
foreigners, but foreign cookery never ft^ 
tisfies a Frenchman* 



1/ 
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Their fuppers are, like their dinft^rs, , 
various and plentiful. The table is always 
covered with elegant linen. Their p/latei^ 
for common ufe are often of that land of 
manufadure which i^ called crek'fh ' co« 
loured^ or queen's ware. . They ufe filvet 

9U 
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on all occa(ionk \tfbere it is common in 
Standi iw>r liid I ever find thci fpoon of 
hornv 't>ut in onei houib. 

-» 
The knives are not often either very 

bright, or very fliarp. They are indeed 
infthiments of which the Highlanders have 
not been long acquainted with the general 
nfe. They were not regularly laid on the 
table, before the prohibition of arms, and 
the change of drefs. Thirty years ago 
tic Highlander wore his knife as a com- 
panion to his dirk or dagger, and when 
the company fat down to meat, the men 
whb had knives, cut the flefh into fmall 
pieces for the women, who with their 
fingers conveyed it to their mouths. 

There was perhaps never any change 
of national manqers fo quick, fo great, and 
fo^general^ as that which has operated in 
tl^e Hji^hlandi^ by the laft conqueft, and 
the ftibfequeot ' laws*, We came thither 

too 
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aiAi^u&«kdt^Iife< r^Fb@ )d»aft'' »efisi4 'iit^»> 
n<xk.:t£ thaik ^rfiginall ^chat-afltoitj their (li^i! 
roeit^;oK']ienai|Uxi8 fi3|i:eBfccKv,tl»Bitcmi^fitigtij.> 

ardour is extinguifhed, theit:titglii.t7^^Mt£^ 
dependence is deprefledi their contempt of 
government fuWiied, and Aeir revereuqe 
for their chiefa abated. Of what. they had 
before tnelfatq conqueft of their couhtiyi 
there remain only their language and theif 
poverty. . Tneir language is attacked on 
every fide. Schools are ere<^:ed^ in •which 
Engltjh oiiiy is taught, and there weri^^ 
lateif fdme who thought' It teafptiaBle-fi^^^ 
ref\ife ttieni a vorfion of the holy fcriptui'^r^ 
that they 'might have no monumcht^'b^* 
thcii^mbther^ongue. - '"^ *^ 



./ 'iW 



That their poverty is gradually abatedt . 
cannot be mentioned among the unpleaung 
€(mfeqcbtfbiredo£ fiibjeAioo. : tTheyareidSiiitf 
a€^tmi<ktedjcwiah.iaoiiey^ ftn4 ifti« OpoffiWitft^^i 
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Hiffi^n will bf degrees make theiti indoir- 
iriws. Soch is (he cffoft of the late xegu- 
htiooiy (bat a longer jodrney thafl to the 
Hi^laixda mult be taken hj hiai whdfe 
eufiofity paxits for £trige virtues aad bar« 
haroBs grandeun 

R A A S A Y; 

At the firft infermifnoii of the ftdrmy 
ii^eathei: We were informed, that the boat, 
Which w«s to convey us to jRaq/ay^ attended 
ti8 on the coaft. We had from this time 
5ur intelligence facilitated, and our conver- 
sation entarged, by the company of Mr. 
Macqueen, minifter of a parifh in Sky^ 
wboie knowledge and politenefs give him 
i title equally td kindnefd and rcfpe^, and 
Who, from this time, never forfook us till 
we were preparing to leave Sky, and the 
adjacent places. 

The boat was Undet the dire&bn of 
Mr. Maksim NLacUod$ a gentleman of Ra-^ 
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40^^. !FJiefii«ttter;tvv3iBi«alili,iaK^ 

qukk aqd pieafant. \y[hm me camjG^iWtssa: 
the iflai^d, we fa,w the laird's htou£b» a seat 
inpdtei?» faferkk^/ and fotitid Mr;' JMf^irifsJ,: 
the proprietor of the Ifland, with mailip 
gentlemen, expefting us on the beach. We 
had, as at all other places, fome difficulty 
in landing. The craggs we^re irtegalajriy 
brokf^n, ,and a falfe ftep would have beea 
very mifchiivous. 



r } ' 



It feemed.that the rockemight, withiio^ 
great labour, have been hewn almofl lofQ 
a regular flight of fteps y md as there ^ ate 
no other landing plafes, I confidered tl^s 
rugged afcent as the confequenjee of i fo;:ia 
of life, inured to hardfhipsi and tl^erefcfre 
hot ftudijOus of nice accommods^tions. But 
I know not whether, for many ages^ it w#s 
not coafidered as a part of military po- 
\ky% C9 keep the coantry -not eafily^ accef* 
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jtLpw^ nod a» , ^Oi^aiy. /cUmbiog i^itb diA 
ifidtyj WW . eafily jdeftroy€4 by i^fe wJio 
Sxxod high abov^ htm. ' ' . 

Our reception exceeded our ^^xpec^atioaa^ 

. • • • 

We fouad nothing but civility, elegance, 
fl»d plenty. A&fx the ufual refreflakiaejits, 
ai^ the pi/^al coaverfaiiiQn, tb» ev^nupg 
jwme uppn u** . The carpet was ,then roUed 
xjflf tbcj floor ; the omficfiin wit called^ aii4 
the whole company w^^ invited to dance, 
nor did ever fairios trip with grfeatcr ala- 
prky. Tbe general air of feftivity, which 
predominated in this place, fa £sir remote 
from »\\ tbofe regicjus which the mind haft 
jbeeh ufed ^to contemplate as the xiianfiohs 
tDf pleafure, ftrnck the imagii^ation with &. 
delightful furprife, analogous to that whidi 
is felt at an unexpei^cd cmerfion from dark- 

%tfs into light. 

.. . . • 

;. , Wh^n it was tiiiie to fup, the dance 

. .i^fed> and Hic »a^ t^rty perfon* fat ^owa 
i. K 2 to 



to-imt^^Ui in the f^tme'i'OOQf J- A^&^idf^ 
fi» t}ie' ladies fm^- Erjh ^n^^, to Wlas^>£ 
Sft&Aed ai'ifx Mngkyh andie^ee to ah /AtMtii 
opera, delighted with the'ibimd t^ woidA 
which I did not underftand. 

^ i ' ■ •• '.■ I I . ' . I It. (,'•,., ."■♦■! fc 

&*^ ,A «. » ■ A » . i k ' • • 4 ^ • > ^ A, i . ^ . < ■ \ '. *_ " 

' if^ inquired the fubjtds of the fohg$i -iiiM 
i«rtf ttfld^of ' one, that it was a lore ibii^i 
idd^of aiidthef, that it wai afareweH[<:(H&^ 
tibfed bV'dae of the Iflanders that was ^ 
jftg, in this epidemical ftiiy of emigraftifttf, 

fortune in AnusHca. 'WWft 
:nild rife, oh fuch ah oceafkfdj^ 
in tfee h(fcart of one Who had not tiisk 
taught to lafiient by precedenti I ihould 
gls^dly havic known ; but the lady, by whom 

» * 

I 
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fat, thought herfelf not equal to the w6ri 



of,trjinflating 



Ol{> 



l^r, Maifi^od is the proprietbr cF^^ 
iilands^of i^^/^^^^ Tldddai'KM 

stenfive diftria in 5i^>/*^^Tbe 
c^tc Kaa^ not, during foiif IburKired ^tiiti^ 

gamed 
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One of the old Highland alliances has 
continued for tyiQ, Jbundied, year?^ .a»d is 

vis* 

zi^^q(^4onal4 qf.uS^/r in co^^ence pf 
jrfu<^, the fiirviyp* a^lways ,,in^^^t» the 
^mip of tbe,de9^*fcd ; ; a. n^wal^^e?»priaj 
fif ipwlitary fn^nd/hjp. . At^ de^th pf th<5 
Ifttffi^r Jams.MacdonaHi Wfl,. fwfrd. lyaf 
dfUtered ip the, pi^efent laird oi J^^iny, „ 

The family ofKoa/ay cpnfift^ of the laird, 
ribeiady, three fonis^ and ten daujghter$. Fot- 
the fpns there is a tutpr in the hpuie, and 
the lady is faid to be very IkHful and dili- 
iitfitm the educ?itio9, of her girf^. More 
septlpnefs of nianners, pr a ijiore pi^afmg 
appearance o^ domemck .(ociety. Is' .not 
iQUj^ji in the ^oft polifhed countries: "7 
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Raafay \s the only inhabited iftaqd in 
Mr. Af^^/^tf/a'fwflTeffioft. Tloha and Ftadda^ 
afford only pafture for cattle, of tfr^ich 6x\e 
hundred and fixty winter in liona^ iind€i< 

the fuperintendence of a folitary herdfman. 

► ■ • ' ' , - * " 

The length of Raafaj is, by computav 
tion, fifteen miles, and the breadth vkcs^ 
Thefe countries have never been ineafured, 

r 

and the computation by miles b Aegligent 
^ftd arbatr^ty . We obferved in tr^rveirmg, 
that the n^ominal and real diftance of placfes 
had very little relation to each other. Ra-^ 
afay probably tontains near a humfred 
fquare miles. It affords not much ground, 
hotwithfianding its extent, either for tillage, 

or paftur6; for it is rough, rocky, atid 
barren. The cattle often perifh by fallte^ 
from the precipices. It is likd the oth^^r 
iflands, I think, generally naked of (hadfe| 
but it is naked by negled; for the I4ii^ 
has an orchard, and very large forefl Xfdt% 
grcrw about his houfe. Like other 'hiHy 

?QUiitr;ea 
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cpjontties iii; {^aS.ua^jt riviiUets, Ofaq of 
the t^ooks ^o^ a corfi-^saUl, apdat leat^ 
ojap. produce* tr<?uts. , . , 

In the ftreams or frefh lakes of the Iflands, 
I have never, heard of any other fifli 
than trouts and eels. The trouts, which I 
have feen, are not large; the colour of 
their fleih is tinned as in England. Of 
their eels I can give no account^, having 
never tailed them ; for I believe they arc 
110 1 confidered as wholeforae fopd. 

^ Jr is not very eafy to fix the principle? 
i^pon which mankind have agreed to eat 
£>me animals, and reject others ;. and as 
the principle is not evident, it is not uni- 
^rm. That which is feleded as delicate 
in one country, is by its neighbours abhor- 
red as loathfome. The Neapolitans lately 
irefufed to cat potatoes in a famine. An 
'£ogli(hman is not eaHly perfuaded to dine 
<>n. fnails with an Italian, on frogs with a 

K 4 • Frenchman^ 






tiar*! xTkoN xhdgfci*- falUliidAts of il^n I 

.jbave CUM jQidyHsdiSy but; pgrk and batod in 
:7Alfeorre^oe, vaod accpDdipgly ; I never few^a 

hog kiiAh9':iMride^^ except one at JJww- 

• ' . 



..- 4 ^^ 
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^'-^ Itadfiy Has Wild fovyl in abundanpe, but 

^iieitlifer de6r, hisires, nor rabbity. Wbvif 

"fi^s tHerii not, might be alked, but tliat of 

Officii qacilions there is no end. Why does 

^any 'natiijif want what it migitt Baye? 

'Why are tipt fpipes tranfpl^nted io Jm^r 

rtca ? Why does jtea continue to be broii^nt 

from China ? Life improves but by^ow 

aiegrees, and much m every place is yet to 

ao. Attempts have been made to raii^ 

roebucks* in Kaqfay^ but without efreci:. 

The young ones it is extremely diflacult to 

^ireart and tne old can very feldom be takefi 



^ r: iHardd ^nA ikt^ksnodgfat) b0TiniDil6 nexffly 
: ibbtaiaedi Tintiijtliejr hnt&^N^if none bf 
d^her in JSiy;>!i\i€y imfnucf toithe Mirage 

r, fiwt ^ fonie jrei*» 'piflr, a prke/tip@^n ^ thar 

. jui^s^ whkhv; 08 the nutii^e»' Wis di^-* 

niihed, has been gradaally raifed, iifom 

three fhillings and fixpence to a guinea, a 

fum fo great in thia part pf the world. 

thajt^ in a (hort time, Sky mzY\>^.A^ free 

' from foxes, as England from wolves. The 

^'fuad for Arfe rewards is a u:; ,f fixpcwc 

^ m the pound, impofed by the farmers on 

themfelves, and faid to be pai4 with gtmt 

willingnefs, 
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The beafts of prey in the Iflands are 
foxds, otteri, and weafels. Th? foxes ure 
Digger than thofe of England; but. the 

^ otters exceed ours in a far greatei^ proper- 

ot.:in. _: y'jii:..^J.' .' . .^- t^ v""i!^ ■'^3 

tion. I raw, one at JrmtdeL uOt z.Jhc 

mi)ch beyond that which I fuppofed t)]|f|n 

^ffjM tQ attain ; and Mr. Maclean^ the heir 

of 



1 



ofG)li.A.ff^9. of xx^dd|e (|^iU;e», iofonn^d 
iije thatjUeoi^ fliot att o^tq> pf whkh ijie 
tall, rcf cl^4 ^f groui;idy w.hea he held i^ 
the hea4, to .a> level with . bi& own. I ex- 

,,,.1.1 . » . • 

pe^ed the pttex to have a foot paFtkidarly 
foraacd for the art of fwimmiog ; but upoii 
examinations! 1 4id not find it diiFering miiclt 
from that pf a fpaniel. A9 be preys in the 
fea^ he dops little yifible mifchief, and id 
killed only forhi^ fur. White otters arc 

i 

fometimes feen* 

In Raafay the/ might have haxes and 
labbitstfoc- they have no foxB9^. Sonaie (de- 
predations, fuch as were never made^ bfi^ 
fare, have caufed a fufpicion that a fox ba4 
beenrlatdy landed in tiie ifland by fpite-oir 
wantofinei^. This imaginary^ ftranger hs^ 
iiever ; yet beep fecn, an;d therefore> ppr^ 
l^^pSf thetn^i<»hief waa done by fome other 

animal.' Jt is . not likely that a p-eatUre .&) 

».- I. J* ' . • • 

V^ngentle». whofe head qould .have been* {q]d 

ifl^ iS^^/for.^a.guifieafli &oi|ld h« kppft alive 

only 
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only to gratiff the maffce of fending hiift 
to prey upon k rieigHbouf r iind the paffage' 
Hem SAy is ^ider than a fbx would veiw 
ture to fwimi unlcfe he were chafed by 
dbgs into the fta, add perhaps th^n his 
(Irength would enable him to crofs. Hovi 

beafts of prey came into any iflands is not 

. ' ■ « • 

eafy to guefs. In cold countries they take 
advantage of hard winters, and travel over 
the ice : but this is a very fcanty folution j 
for they are found where they have no dif^* 
coverable means of coming. 

The corn of this iftand b but Kttle. I 
few the harveft of a ftnall field. The wo* 
men teaped thd com, and the mea bound 
up the fheaves. The ftrokes of the fickl* 
tvere timed by the modulation of the bar- 
Teft'fong, in 'which all their voices Vrerc 
tottited. They accompany in the Highlands 
'every aftioti, which can be done in equal 
timei with an appropriated ftrain, which 
^fi3L% they fay, not raucli meaaing j but 
• - its 

3 
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* 

I^niliiQi&Hi JB«eps a herd <s4'^ur hi|fi4f^ 
one twRdtef}^ of which are. anouaUy.fdlff, 
Ol^ap extenfive domain, which he holds ia 
Kfs^Wh^iiflds, he confidbf a the fadtfi of 
jiatle ^a' iqpa^ng him t^rCKti;^ asi4; ffHtr 
partB tfab|)}eto£)r of a verji Ubi;ral tabljp 9f((tl 
. thfiJBqfXMli^9£.pr€^ 



.'r '" •'f 
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Bhdbtt^Av./iQn ope fi^ftiKiF it !^^ jjfkp^ 

Aisary vaults might hare had other ufes. 

There 






Qbt 'd^thcfe-tpiiiatxDat-^pedi^mftk ^vf^i^h i% 

trddlttc^ itdis, ito'' hule theb -Qfir|» Th^ 
hollow was near the Tea, that tt^jthinsf i^ 
necefTary might be far to be fetched ; and 

iF^S fctrct, that enemies, STlJiejr landed, 
^xAA find nothitfg; Yet it id ao^-vktf evi^s- 
d^\ ofwhat tifc it was to hide 'their ovd 
fiftitai thofe, who ^ if they w^rb'ikiBfter&jQf 

tilfe toaft, could tike away thefr 



IfbiH the prtf^n^ time, is affbrd^dty «Im ftim^ 
heads of arrows which sre V)tt<^ ff<<q«eat(i 
ly picked up. The people call them Elf- 
Wfif,'tM Mits^&iit thefaiitiesiiiodtifiem 
^^tlib cattle; they Txea^tf' rekrMtib6£a 
Wlfich Me.'MBt^'. ha» ktt}y%ra)l^t,.f8on 
Vl» i[tivag43^ci£ft]R^8'ib <littf>Baoi6<i]e %e&a$ 

..-^li' '■ ". ',/ i^ '^v.;. .''y^l! :.mr^y Y*«l4 
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tod. wftft itwrP. ^e§ft flW«Aei by. » ottififti: ed 



': I 



< The number of thi« little commuaity b;d# 
fKvtr beeo couuted by itg^ruLer, not hdve I 
0buiiaed' ^oay'poiitive account, coafiftent 
with the refult of poUticai computatioou 
Not p&aoy years ^o, the late Laird led out 
Goe hundred men upon a military expedi- 
tion. The fixth part of a people is fup^ 
-pofed .capable x^ bearing arms : Raqfay had 
therefore fix hundred inhabitants. Bi}t be^ 
caufe it is not likely, that every man 
able to ferve in the field would follow the 
fummons, or that the chief would leave 
liis lands totally defencelefsj or take away 

jail the hands qualified fojr laboiu:, let it 
be fuppofed, (hat half as many might be 
permitted to ftay at home. The whole 
jQun^ber will then be nine bun^red^ or nine 
to 4 fquare mile ; a degree of populoufneia 
greater than thofe tnt<^ts of defolation pap 

often 



a;v«;ster^ islands, stc. t4i 

eBum fh<y9ir. -Tbey atfe coftteW with their 
€ount*y5 and faittifol *o thek <M^, and ftt 
uninfeded with the fever of migration. 



( ^ t 



Near theJlov^ «t R4(^f k^ chap$l 
SfMfmfed ani nmoW) whfli:h hB» U»g h^&k 
^J^ jsialy asi a ^ajcerof btzmlk About the 

ebujGphi^t In tbe^ilaada, aw imtB^l ^uates 
iadoXed with^onf, which. beip^g to pai^ 
tiaular families, as r^poiitQiiee for die 
d^ad. M Raafiy Un^f e 16 <Mie^ Lthink^ for 
the propriQtQr.aod ©»e far fome collateral 
toufe. r 



• ' . < 



It IS told by Martin^ that at the death of 
the Lady of the Ifland, it has been here the 
cuftom to ere£t a crofs. This we found not 

to be true. The (tones that (land about 

I- » 

the chapel at a fmall diftahce, fome of 

which jperhaps have crofles cut upon them, 

are believed to 'have been not funeral mo*- 

numents, but the ancient boundaries of the 

fahdluary or eonfecrated ground, 

• ' Martin 
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Martin wts a man not illiterate : he yvi$ 
an inhabitant of Sij^^ and therefore waf 
within reach of intelligence^ and with pd 
great difficulty might have vifited the places 
tirhich he tmdeftstkes to deferibei yet with 
all his opportunities, he has often fuffered 
bimfelftb hi deceived^ He lived in the 
hUt century, when the chiefs of the clans 
had Idft little of their prigiriiil influentti 
The mountains were yet uiipenetrated, ad 
inlet v(^s dpdiled to foreign novdties, alid 
the feudal inftitutidtts operated upon life 
with their full force. He might therelbr^ 
have difplayed a feries of fubordination ixA 
a form o^ govetnmfent, which in moire lu- 
minous and improved regiotiSi h&ve beeii 
long forgotten, and have delighted his 
readers with many uncouth culloms thai 
are now difufed, and wild opinions tfist 
prevail no longer. But lie probably harf 
not knowledge of the world fufficient icf 
qualify him for judging whait Would de- 
ferT« or g«ia the attenuon of , mankinds 



trhe mode of life whicli was f^amiliar to 
liinifSlf, lie did hot fuppofe- untnowii 
to •^others, 'n6r imagined thit lie could 
gi^e pfcafure by telling that of which it 
wis,' *tn his little GOUfltry, impoflTible to be 
igftoraht. 




tt lie ha^ negleded caikoot dCHlr 
performed* In nations^ where there 14 
hardly tli^e 9& of letter6> what is piipe out 
of Ji^^tisloft fojj even Th(^ think but 
littki^ and of their few thought^s dotie «e 
wa^d pa the'paft) it which they are nei- 
th^ Intprefied by fear nor hQ]^. Their 

4 

only regift^r$ are j^ated obfervsijices and 
pradical reprefenta^tiens^ For this realbli 
an age of" ignorailce is an age of ceremony. 
Pageanti}) and procefllon^^ and cjoitimdmo^ 
radoMV gradually (hridk away* as better 
methods come into Ufe of recording eventsi 

aod pitfferving rights, : 



ttis not only SxitUafny tfeat the chapel 
ia.ti^toofed and tilelefs j ' through <hd few 

^ L iHands 
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iflands which we viiitcid) .we. neither faw^xiOTr 
^eard of anj^^Wfe o^^^raj^|r, ^ce|^^,|, 
Oi?n that 'wis not in, rmna. The malig- 
nant iAJSuence of Calvinifm ha« bUlted. 

the fen^embrancc . of .pap4 J^HSf ^^^fHlril?^ 
obliterate^, the m<»^9aept^ gf j^jij. 9J^ 

ai«. Ultttwife eflSw^d, •? ■ ;'. ;,..*. 

H.naSbeen, fi^ mapy jea^rs*- p(^Ifr.^. 

ti^of the \^j d^Yot^a Qt . theu Boaufl|' 
cl^4y;' 6ve^ th^ deepj lazbeT^ ;o£-^. 
that ereiSted chiirche?^ ^f^, njAV j Adiilg^ ottr. . 
fiiperiOritr Mi;it;ii a. new triMmph,^M^^ • 

J ps^ring^ It .with the ,fej"via aYHvitji of ^ tM&r 
who fuffer them.to f;^}^^ 



w. 






Of the^dedfrq^on, of, churches tijc deeaat^ 
oif, religion n\ufl in time he. thft O0O&' 






«faen*ce; fpr, w,l»jjlp,the.pql}i»6k.a^^olr-twr 
raittifti-y are now perfori^ed In hQ^eAt^Ticrf. 
imall xhimber can be prefetit ; 9x^6. 2Am 



^eaterpartof thelflanders jnake nouie 



X 




# BobB, all' AGft nec^arily livte: hi total' 



Ifhftfi aV6 evdrjKf^yre' tb1)4'yomia; it Uk 
%iM <i6hjeQiirc^;''tHat, for the lalflf tM^cj' ^eri- 
taVies^ the inhabitants bf the Ifcnc^i^V* 
decteafea in nutobef. Thiij v^menti 
^icKjfiii^fes tkt the churches have beeA* 





ifitfiq^ t< fell, ,onjy bfecaule tJ^ey were nd 
longfer " nefeefTary, would haVe'fome &rcc* 

^ere (p^eht % the people* iiit finci 
Ally' hive^ licfW ' no chut chei at alh thefd 



Veneftrtjfe ftaginents do not prove the peb-' 

^i:r^ f^^^ ^^^^^ *^ ^^^® beeii, mord nii- 
riterous, but to hate been more devout. It 

5xE fl^W^afi^fi ^ere doubled, pdth tbeit 

^52* #ie•^5^^ !'. appc¥? not tW any 
jprpvificm'l'br pnbiick worfhip .would ^b4 

n^??e. Where thd religion of a country 

imtorcet conlecrated buildings, the number 
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of thoie t)uUdjqgs may l>e fuppfd^d to aflbn}' 
fome indicatioi^ however uneeruiiH ^ tibc 
populou&efs of the place ^ but where by 
a change of .mannera a nation is contentecl 

to Uye without ihoiH their decay is)plie9 
ttQ) ^imit^utidxi of inhabitantftf 



»4 

-I' ' I • 



. Some of thefe dilapidations * a|:e faid to 
be found in iflands now uninhabited ; but 
I doubt whether we can thence infer that 
they were ever peopled. The religion of 
the middle age, is we!l known to . have 
placed too. much h^ in lonely auftejritjes. 
Voliintajry folitude was the greiatart of pro^. 
j^tiation^ . by which crimes were eflPaced, 
and cpnfcience was appeafed j it ia there*, 

tore not, uplikely, that oratories were ofjten 

»»«..••.»• ■* * •'*■' 

l^uilt ie places where vetirisment wa$ Ajite to^ 
hjkye no diflurbance. , ^ . • 

^^jFUiaJayhaiS little that can detain a-Jtrar 

veller, except the Laird and his family;, 

.,".r- ^ :i h: r ■ • o*-;: ^ •^^* r/v-, 

but their power wants no auxiliafie^. 

Sijch 
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Such a Icat of hofpitaKty, amidft the winds 
and waters^ filb the imagination ^th a 
delightful contrariety of images. Without' 
is the rough ocean and the rocky land,' the 
beating billows' atid the Tiowlmg ftohht 
within is plenty and elegance, Keauty arid 
gaiety, the fong and the dance. In Raafay^ 
if I could have found an UlyfTes^ I had 
&ncied a Phcsacia. 



P U N V E G A N, 



1 . 1 



\ 



At Raafay^ by good foVt\ine, MacleoJ/tof 
the chief'of the clan is called, was paying 

d vifit, and by him we were invited to his* 
feat at Dunvegan. Raafay has a floiit boat^ 
built in iVbrw^/, in which, with fix bars>' 
he conveyed us back to Sky. We landed 
at Port Re^ fo called, becaufe ^ames ihA 
Fifth of Scotland^ who had curiofity to yifit 
the Iflands, came into it. The port is made 
by an inlet of the fea, deep and natrdw, 

L 3f where 



^y c^rying the |i?itiYc.8 ajy^jr to u^figj^i^ 

I 

IP <?ft^ Jbird* Jiw .the i^lgltft bf iqiaj^isigl^ 
jirp ;at tlje .^tjT^cct Tjljifi prf<^i«ietii^ifi| 

h^j^^ ^yp ?l»oged thitir i^§«(Pt?.: yctt 

jliusve l^ftg^yjno ^f the ifland> itod%»^iQg[ 

pE^5l^<^§\y:',hpr^ trjmelied in the! tafP* 
l^/; ^r^y,4e^r»bed;, tUl w^ $«me ta iJ»^ 
^rofi^fe^iP^ce ^iijip^iuiihfliby: th^t.ftfiws^ 

^e^pf^ the King Ipilged hif*!?.. »|l«AnJ» 
JandecJ. ^ forf i2<j. W^ -sf eje. .?Wei;^flS* 
with the ufual hpfpitality hy Mg« #^^iyp^ 
find his lady Flora Macdcnaldt a Qame th^( 
ijyiU l^ jfientipned »i| Hiftw^, fyajj if 4bu-r 
jTSge^sindfideKtyhe vkttte%, tjwntioticdravsfifc 
^oM^i ^ Sh§^;^^i^%5l.pf.«[uPttftatt»D8< 



U tbe ^dTtMg 'liee-fetit o^%^^'r<$i[hh 

fel^i pjrft <>r the^&fS' faBg^J^; fey 4^14 

att-4#m of thfe ft*' We Kail it IJaft'fdtne 
dlffitiulty in cmning to Dwivighni ^^ ovit 
way led 6ter an eKtenfite mbori where 
every fiep was to be taken with cautioot 
jtnj we were often obliged io alight, be- 
pattfe ^e ground could not be tiUlftecJ. In 
travelUrtg thi& eatery flat, I parteiv^d that 
k&ut k vtfibl? declivity, and inught Wltlf- 
iSieitliifcli e*t)^d<i or difficulty be drained 

Biit* difficulty- and expence ilfe telatiVc 

* - • ' ♦ ■ ' •• 

lifliie, %bich have different meanings In 
oMF^nt places^ 



•i^^Dum/egdn^e tame, vety trilHng te 
WvatJttfli «nd -:fouhd mil*' fatij^aftply 
jDecosipeiiibd by «iQt' rdceptiod."^'* Lady Mtf^- 
who had Uved'many years in England^ 

L 4 wa» 



\ 
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four daughters, whokatfw all the axtajof 
fouthern elegauce, and all the modes of 

EngUflbL economy. HeKthewfore wa fet- 
tled, and 4id Qotipoil thepjpefentliQttr. wi% 
ibpwghtfi 9fvdep«rturet . . . ; v.; . 



* « 



Dwwv^^flyris a rocky proBainenoCi ^h^t 
juts out into a bay, on the weft fide of Skjf. 

The houfe, which is the priiicipal feat of 

. ""^ - , • • •• 

Mackod^ is partly old and partly modern ; 

it is built |ipon the rock, and looks i^pon 

'» •♦' ■' .• .'-f 

the water. It forms twQ fide? of 9^ fmall 
fquare ; on the third Hde is the (keleton of . 
j^i caftle of unknown antiquity, fuppofecj ]to 
have been a Norwegian fprtrefs, when xh^ 

Papes were pxafters of the Iflands. It is fo 

- • , * ' ' «^ 

.^c^rly entire, that it might h?ive eafilyjb^ 
Ifiade j^ajblt^bl?, were there not an Qm^noi^ 
tradition in. the f*mily> tliftt ?h^ owner (b?^!! 
XiQX long outlive the reparation* .^Tfe? 
grandfather of the prefent I^ird/ in d^fi-? 
8Rc^ Qf , pr^ii^ion, be§aa t|»e woyk, .^jp 
1 defifte4 



I I 
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'defifted in 1 little time, and appUed his 
jnoney to wwfe uies. ' 

A» tibe ini»ibitatits oi xht Hebrides IWed, 
&r many age^, in amtiouai expddation of 
hoftiiitieS) the chief of eveiy clan refided 
in a fortrefs. This houfe was acceifible 
only from the water, till the laft poflrdTof 
opened an entrance by flairs upon the land* 



They had formerly realbn to be afraid, 
not only of declared wars and authorized 
invaders, or of roving pirates, which, in the 
northern feas, muft have been very com*- 
mon; but of inroads and infults from rival 

■ 

clans, who, in the plenitude of feudal inde- 
pendence> &{ked no leave of their Sovereign 
to make war on one another. Sky has 
been ravaged by a feud between the two 
ijiighty powers of Macdonald and Macledd. 
Mdcdonald having married a Mackod, upon 
fotoe difcontcnt difmifled' her, perhaps be* 
^^ ijie hi^i brought him ' to children. 

Before 



land Laird made a triiil ef Tn virife !^'C- 
certaia time* and if (he did not pleafe him> 
lite was tSiete^at fiBcrt^ (» 'fei^d hbr i^y. 
^hia hdwemr inuftalnriiys hat« oiVidtlM!^,' 
Udd Mafilifid tebatlag the>injut^, i#kttte^^ 
«rere tta circamAanteSy disdaihid, Cbat^'llA' 
wcddiaf h«d bee^ foleinnisted Withotit j^ 
bopiire, >bUt tibat the fepafj^btl fliould fili^ 
better illaminated ; and raifing a little irrayv 
iet fire td the territoriet of Jttr^i/dMialihR^ 
Ifturne4 tlid yiiUi ^ndpivwlled* • "'^ 

Another ikiry may ikow the t^oriaitf 
ftate of infular neighbourhood* The in'# 
liabkantft of the Ifle of Eg^^ ftteetit)^ a 
boat maia»d by Mack$ds, tied Ihe if^ 
liand niid footy and fet d^itv a«4rift'. Mai^ 

% 

4ir«i^ Itadsd iifion j?j^^, ai)6!- d<smanded ^i 

. ofBehden >obuc the inhaWlfo&t^ refbfihg tik 

Iuvreadar4hebi) retreMed td'a d'av^rh^'ioMl 

vrUdU' they tlbaught thilH ekcmiei'tirilMfj^ 

».,''■ v . ■with 



^ 1 



I 



r- i 



fin^ jl8. fof ;.fi>w ♦wWi «€* at all t© our 
4^«EH|)^ ^-JQQPljvi^nicawet We would 
I||^e4.<ver7 wHtingly ^e. idftted thtf 
iS^a^c^i whi<ik' might Jbe feea^ frofli' thtf 
|i^(^: $:^t^Qd m the fea, and >I w|i» paiv 
^vAmlf defiri^ns ^to llave viewed ^ajr i btif 
t^./ftorn^ did jDOt .permit u$ to i^unch 4 
^loat, a^d vv'S '<VCi%;. condemned to liilen if| 
i^eaefs to the wind, ei^cept when we werf 
lyottiiF eagi^ed l^MAeoing to iHe ladies. 



"»• i ' 



^ W^ Ij^ I^fc; fi^jt wind tl^a wa,T)<;8| 
^^ Cu&|:ed;i^ ^v^lty. of a tanpefi* widi« 
Qi^^ f njoying itfli magnificence. The Hei 
h^gbrd^n by the multitude of iflaodsy 
4P^ i^jcQag,T5a*j»' fe,iBlwfc noUe, nor beat 
^,ftp|3]ji; Tyi|h-,/iiiE^ fo^py -T^fllepflfk -a* I 
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wnd was extremely turbulent, I never &w 
very liigH billows. ^ 

The country about Dunvegan is rough 
and barren^ There are lio trees, except in 
the orchard, which is a low ihdtered * Ibot 
furrounded with a walL * ' "^^'^^ 

When this houfe was intended to iu^ii^ 
a fiege, a well was made m the court, by 
boring the rock downwards, till water was 
found, which though fo near to the fea, 
I have not heard mentioned as brackifh, 
though it has fome hatdnefs, or other quali- 
ties, which make it lefs fit for ufe; and* the 
family is now better fupplied from a flream, 
which runs by the rock^ from two pleafing 
water-falls. *- ^'-^^ ' 

Here we faw fome traces of former' 
manners, ai^d heard fome ilanding tradi-^ 
tioi^s. in the houfe is kept an ox*s hbrrii 
KoUowed foas to hold perhaps two quartsvc 

which 
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which the heir of Macleod was expeded to 
fwallow at one draught, as a teil of his man- 
hood, before he was permitted to bear arms^ 
or could cl^iiflCi a feat among the men. It is^ 
held that the return of the Laird to Dunve^ 
gfin^ after any conflderable ab&nce, produces 
a plentiful capture of herrings ; and that, if 
any woman crofics the water to the oppofite 
Ifland, the herrings will defer t the^coajH. 
Boctius tells the fame of fome other place. . 
This tradition is not uniform* Some hpld , 
that no woman may pafs, and others, that 
none may pafs but a Macleod. 

• • • ' 

. Among other guefts, which the hofpita- 

lity. oiDunvsgan brought to the table, 4* 
vifit was paid by the Laird and Lady of a 
fmall ifland fouth o£.Siy^ of which the pro- 
per name is Muack^ which fignifies fwine. 
It i& co«>m,only called Mucky whichi the pm- 
praetor np^ liking, hs^ endeavoured) wiithQUt 
efFei6t, to change to Monk. It is ufuai to call 
Seotlemen in Sfiotfand by the name of thdr^ 

poiTefllons^ 




*« 



^t ^ JG^tS^^ft^'E'l^ tot THt 

ttrritorjP' hive- <iii<r name; arid' ftijjB^rbV 
therefbne' difcHminated^ )}^^& >S^$fli. 

Macieaiti ffiould'lie r^larly called 
Iwt the j^jpidlationi v»llich he* tHinKa-tjGNpi 
coarfe for' his Iflandl he w6tjlfl"'U|k'e.'W)^{^: 
for himlbif, ahd' he' is thierefbiH: ad^reff^ 
l^the thle of,' Jjle ofMUckl 

This little iiland) howeveir it M idam^ 
if» of confiderable value. Jt.is tW<»£B^-*^ 
/^ miles loog, and thire^^atEteni^iiiiiU^ 
hroad, and confeqnently'cojnitaias oatjC aiikT 
Iftindred .and fixty Engi^' aciffef, . ^-M 
chiefly arable. Half of this little '' AtrnV- 
fltod tke'Laiid rttM Irt'ti!^' bWri'Mitd,- 
aadio<i"tli^ (Mfher haWV-lli^e 'oh^htrtfdttd* 
«id • fi«fy-^)*fdn»j ii^4rfH*^ay^e!]f r^l ^ 

¥{ere>DGit tol4» and eoti^d'i^ fle^lmtl^^^i^ 

lytiirc* 






^i.<"V 



' 'Tfee laird having all his neople under 
bis tmtncdiate vieW,'leeihs to be yery atten- 
fSfveto^ their Happijiefs. The devaftation of. 
ihe fia^afl-poXjj when it vifits places where ic. 
eoihes^ reldbnr, is well known. He has di£p 
«med It of its terrour at Muack^ by in« 
xKuUtbg eighty of i hi$ j^qple* The cx- 
pence was two fhilliogs and fixpeace a 
head« Mttiy trades they cannot have 
aliuag'thsncit but upoa'ddeafion, he fetches ' 
a-^QsBtk ifi'oni Hat^VBHoi- Eggi and'has & 
trfiar fmapthtf liridQ land,' fix limes ayeaf.' 
'S^ ^ii6di«tr«)t^er«rv^-to be feen, but ikt] 

£kiWl*« a^iiie lfiftf|»noro{>portunity. 

-irioi: 'yA : ; •"'J '■*' ■ '• - ■ • • - ''■ ■' 
;Jyi8ry{^fth%Wj^p4jIflaf#,l»a*>itp appfMbat i 
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ifo A joURNfeY to rtit 

At Duiwegan"-! had tsAed lotus, *fttld 
1M0 ia danger of fovgettmg that I tn% 
ever to depart^ till Mr. Boiwdl fagely re^ 
proachedme with my fluggifhnefs aad fi>ft* 
Befs. I had no very forcible defence U> 
xnake^ ajid we agreed to purfue our jour< 
ney. Macleod accompanied us to Ulini/h^ 
where we were entertained by the iheriflf 
oFthelfland. 

ULINISH, 

Mr. Macqueen travelled with u8s . and dU 
rented our attention to all that was worthy 
of obfervation. With hind we went to Uxi 
an ancient building, called a dun or bo« 
rough. It was a circular QncIofurCf aboiit 
forty-two feet in diameter, walled round 
with loofe ftones, perhaps to the hefght of 
nine feet., The walls are very thick, di- 
minifiiing a little toward^ the top, and ' 
though in thefe countriesy ibne is not 
btought fa», muft have been raifedtvith 
much labour. Within the great circle triert?' 
. ' 8 feveral 



WESTERN l^tANDSi &c. i£t 

fesenl imdfer rauadA^ wtf « which fooas^ 
cd 4liftki6: apaitmeQiB* It* dfttj s^ iftt 
.tife ane ^nkfittmi. Softte iup^fe k the 
orlgti^ feat 0f the c&ieft of AeMatlMis^ 

Mr. MMfuee9 thought it a Dam/biott. 

The eatrance 19 covered with flat ftones^ 
aqd ^9 n^rro% becaufe it was meceflary. 
that theflones which lie over it, fhould 
reach from one wall to the other; yet^ 
firait as the paflage is^ they feem heavier 
than could have been placed where they 
now lie, by the naked ftrength of as many 
men as might fland about them. They 
were probably raifed by putting long pieces 
of wood under them, to which the aftion 
of a long line of lifters might be applied* 
Savages> in all countries, have patience 
proportionate to their unfkilfulnefs, and 
aje contest to attain their eiid by very te- 
dious xBethpd?* 

If it was ever roofed, it might once have 
been a dwelling, but as there is no provi- 

"* M fion 
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lion -for Water, it could not have been ja. 

• ' ^ 

'fortrcfs. In Sky ^ as in every other place, 

* there is an ambition of exalting whatever 

has furvivcd memory, ^o fome impor<tant 

ufe, and referring it to very remqte ag^. 

1 am inclined to fufpeAi that in lawlefs 
times, when the inhabitants of every hioun-- 
tain ftole the cattle of their neighbour, 

thefe enclofures were ufed to fecure the 

■ •- . . - • 

herds and flocks in the night. When they 
were driven within the wall, they might 
be eafily watched, and defended as long as 
could be needful ; for the robbers durft riot 
wait till the injured clan fhould find thein 
in the morning. 

The interior enclofures, if the \irl{ole 
building were once a houfe, were the 
chambers of the chief inhabitants. If it 
was a place of fecurity for cattle, they 
were probably the fhelters of the keepers. 

From the Dun we were conduded ,to 

another place of fegmity, a cave carried a 

great 
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great way under ground, which had Seen 

difcovered by digging after a fox. Thefe 

- « • , -' • 

caves, of which many haye been found, 
and many probably remain concealed^ are 
formed, I believe, commonly by taking ad- 
vantage of a hollow, where banks or rocks 
rife on either fide* If no fuch place can 
be found, the ground muft be cut away. 
The walls are made by piling flones agtMuft 
the earth, on either fide. It is then roofed 
hj larger ilones laid acrofe the cavern, 
which therefore cannot be wide* Oyer the 
roof, turfs were placed, and grafs was fuf- 
fered to grow; and the mouth was con*^ 
cealed by bufhes, or fome other cover* 

Thefe caves were reprcfented to us as 
the cabins of the firfi rude inhabitants, of 

which, however, I am by no means per- 

■i. ... • • 

fuaded. This was fo low, that no man 
could ftand upright in it. By their con- 
Jftrudlion they are all fo narrow, that two 
can never pafs along them together, an4 

4 

,M 2 being 
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Keing fiibtcrraneous, tliey muft be ilway^ 
dariip. They are hat tlw work of an age 
muclBL ruder ttun tlie 'preferit ; for they arc 
formed with as miicli art as tke confthic- 
tlon of a cotn'moh tiut requires* I imagirife 
tKem to have been ^places only of occafional 
ufe, in whkli tfie luander^ vtpoii k tuddeii 
alarm^ liid his fitehfilSy or his clothes, and 
i)er'haps fomdtimes his wife and clhildreh» 

* 

This cave we entered, biit could not pfo-^ 
ceed the whde length, and wefit away 
without knowing how far it was carried* 
For this omillion we ihall be blamed, as we 
perhaps have blamed other travellers ; btft 
the day was rainy, and the ground was 
damp. We had with us neither fpades 
nor pickaxes, and if love of eafe furmounted 
our defire of knowledge, the offence has 
not the invidioufnefs of Angularity. 

Edifices, either (landing or ruined, are 
the chief records of an illiterate nation, lik 

fbms 
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fome part of thii journey, at no great 
diftance from our way, flood a fhattered 
fortrefs, of which the learned minifter, 
to whofe communication we are much in- 
debtedi gare us an account* 

Thbfe, faid he, are the walls of a place 

of refugCt built in the time of James the 
Sixths by Hugh M acdonald, who was next 
. heir to the dignity an<l fortune of his chief. 
Hugh, being fo near hi3 wilh, \.as impV 
tient of delay; and had art ai^d infUience 
fufficient to engage feveraj gentlemen in a 
plot againft the Laird's life. Something 
muft be Jftipulated on both fides j for they 
would not dip their hands in blood merely 
for Hugh's advancement. Thecompad was 
formally written, figged by the coqfpira- 
torS) and placed in the h^^nds of one Mac- 
lebd. 

It happened that M^cleod had fold fome 
cj^^tle to a drover, who not haying ready 

M 3 money, 
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money, gave him a bond for paymcnlir 
The debt was difcharged, and the bond re- 
demanded ; which Macleod, who could not 
read, intending to put into his hands, gave 
hitn the confpiracy. The drover, when hfe 
had read the paper, delivered it privately to 
Macdonald , who being thus informed of 
his danger, called his friends together, and 
provided for his fafety. He* made a pub- 
lick feaft, and inviting Hugh Macdonald 
and his tonfederates, placed «ach of thexii 
at the table between two men of knowh 
fidelity. The compaft of confpiracy was 
then ifhewn, and every mtin confrbmeii 
with his own name. Macdonald adJ€d 
with great moderation. He upbraided 
Hugh, both with difloyalty and ingra- 
titude J but told the reft, that he- c6ri- 
fidered them as men deluded and mifin- 
foVmed. Hugh was fworn to fidelity, and 
difmilTed with his companions ;- but he was 
not generous enough to be reclaimed- by 
lenity ; attd finding ntf longer siny countc- 

naoce 
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nance among the i^endemen, endeavoured, 
^execute the fame defign by meaner hands* 
In this praftice he was detedled, taken to 
Macdonald's caille, and imprlfoned in the 
dungeon. When he was hungry, they Jet 
down a plentiful meal of faked meat; and 
whepy after his repaft^ he called for drink, 
conveyed to him a covered cup, which, 
when he lifted the lid, he found empty. 
From that time they vifited him no more^ 
but left him to periih in folitude and dark- 

« 

We were then told of a cavern by th6 
fea*fide, remarkable for the powerful re- 
verberation of founds. After dinner we 
took a boat, to explore this curious cavity. 
The boatmen, who feemed to be of a rank 

above that of common drudges, inquired 

• ' • » • 

who the ftrangers were, and being told we 

c^me one from Scotland^ and the other 
from England^ afked if the Englipjmdn 
((Ould recount a long genealogy. What 

M 4 anfwer 
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atifwer was givcii them^ tht converlattett 
being lu Effey 1 was not mtich indiiied t» 
examine* 



They expeded no good event of the 
voyage ; for one of them declared tlnat he 
heard the cry of an Englijk ghoft. This 

omen I was not told till after our return, 

♦ . .* 

and therefore cannot claim the dignity of 
defpifing it. 

■V 

The Tea was fmooth. We neter left the 
ihore^ and came without any difafter to 

t 

m 

the cavern, which we found rugged and 
jnisfhapen, about one hundred and eighty 
feet long, thirty wide in the broadeft part, 
and in the lo&ieft, as ^e guefled^ about 
thirty high. It Was now dry, but at higli 
water the fea rifes in it near fix feet* 
Here I faw what I had never feen before^ 
limpets and muflels in their natural ftate. 

Butt as a niew teitimoDy ta the veracity of 

common 
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common ikms^ her% wa& no echo to i>e 
iieard« - 

■ 

We then walked through a natural arch 
in the rock) which nught have pleafed us 
by ita no'velty, had the iloneS) whiph ear* 
cumbered o|ir feet, giYcn us leifure to con- 
fijder it. We were fhown the gummy feed 
of the kelp, that h&svas itfelf to a iioae^ 
from which it grows into a ftrong flalk. 

In ouf return, we found a little boy 
upon the point of a rock, catching with his 
angle, a fupper for the family. We rowed 
up to him, and borrowed his rod, with 
which Mr» Bo/well caught a cuddy. 

The cuddy is a fifh ,af which I know 
Bot the philofophicai name. It is not .much 
bigger than a gudgeon, but is of .great ufe 
in thefe Iflands, as it affords the lower 
people both food, and oil for their lamps. 
-Cuddies arc fo abuQdaiit9 at £>me times of 

the 
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the year, that thejr are caught jyObe. white-* 
bait io the Thames, only by . dippmg^ • a' 
hafket and drawing it back. 

I 

If it were always pni^icable to -fifhj' 
thefe Iflande could never be in much dan4 
ger from famine ; but unhappily in thi^ 
winter, when other provifion fails, the feaa, 
are commonly too rough for nets, or boiits. 

TALISKER IN SKY, 

From Ulint/h^ our next ftage was to Ta^ 
lijker^ the houfe of colonel Macleod^ an 
olEcer in the Dutch fervice, who in this 
time of univerfal peace, has for feveral years 
been permitted to be abfent from his regi- 
ment; Having been bred to phyfick,' he 
is confequently a fcholar, and his lady, by 
accompanying him in his different placea 
of refidence, is become Ikilful in feveraV 
languages. Talijker is the place beyond all 
that I havefeen, from which the gay and the 

jotial 
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jovinireem utterly excluded ; and where the 
hermit might exped to grow old in medi^ 
tation, without poflibility of difturbance or 
interruption. It is fituated very near the 
iea, but upon a coaft where no veflel iamKi 
but wh«i it is driven Iby a tempeft^oii 
the rocks. Towards the land are lofty 
hills dreaming with water^falh. The 
garden is Iheltered by firs,' or pines, which' 
^row there fb profperoufly, that fome» 
which the prefent inhabitant planted, are 
very high and thick* 

/At this place we very happily met Mr. 
Donaid Mac^lean^ a young gentleman^ the 
eldefl: fon of the Laird of Col^ heir to a 
very great extent of land, and fo defirous 
of improving his inheritance, that he (pent 
a codiiderable time among the farmers of 
Hertfordjhirey and HampJhirCf to learn 
th?ir pradic6f He worked with his own 
hands at the principal operations of agri* 
i^ulturei that he might not deceive himfelf 

by 
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AonM jfind it deficient at hpai£, fa^ h^d no 
rnmis of completing. If the wotld h^ 
sitgreed tp praifc the travels and mani^^ 
laixHirs o£ the Ciar of Mufcwy^ Ipt Q/ 
,baye his fliare of the like applaufe,, in tl^p 
proportion of his dominions to ti^e emp^irp 
of Rujfva^ 

This young gentleman yras fjporting in 
the mountains of Sky^ and when he ;^^s 
weary with following his g^iije, repaired 
for lodging to Talijker. At night he 
mifled one of his dcigs^ and when he went 
to feek him in the morning, found two 
eagles feeding on his carcaisi. 

Colj for he muft be named by his pof-* 
feffions, hearing that our intention Was ta 
▼ifit Jona^ offered to condud: Us to *his 
chief) Sir Allan Maclean^ who lived in the 
ifle of Jncb Ktnnetb, and would readily 
find us a oonvenient paflage. From thia 

time 
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time wal icttmti «n atqmaiaitaaceY wIhk^i 
being begun by kittdnefs^ wits acdideataUjr 
c'ontintied b;^ conftrain^t; we derived mndk 
pleafare from it, atid Ilifc:^ haw giYea 
him no reafon to nepent iu 

The weather was now almoft one con- 

timied ftorm, and we were to ihatch fome 
bappy inter miffion to be conveyed to Mull, 
the fecoaS Illand of the Hebrides^ lying 
about a degree fouth of Sky^ whence wc 
might eafily find our way to Inch Kenneth^ 
where Sir Allan Mackon rcfided, and after^ 
ward to Jona. 

« For this purpofe, the moil commodious 
ftation that we could take was Armidel^ 
which Sir Alexander Macdonald had now 
left to a gentleman, who lived there as his 
fador or ileward. 

In our way to ArmideU was Coriatathiafl, 
where we had already bedn, and to which 
therefore We vittt very willing to^ return. 

We 
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We ftaid however fo long at Tdlifker^ thai 
K great part of our journey was performed 
In die gloom of the eviening. In travelling 
even thus: idmoft without light thro' naked 
folitude^ when there is a guide whofe coo^ 
duS: may be trufted, a mind not naturally 
too much difpofed to fear, may pre{<irve 
fome degree of cheerfiilnefs j but what 
muft be the folicitude of him who fhould 
be wandering, among the craggs and hoi*- 
lows, benighted, ignorant, and alone ? 

The fictions of the Goihick romances were 
not fo remote from credibility as they are 
now thought. In« the full prevalence of 
the feudal inftitution, when violence defo^ 
lated the world, and every baron lived in k 
fortrefs, forcfts and cailles were regularly 
Tucceeded by each other, and the adventurer 
might very fuddenly pafs from the gloom 
of woods," or the ruggednefs of moors, 
to feats of {^enty, gaiety^ and magnifi- 
cence. Whatever is ^naged in the wildeft 
f talc, 
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if giants, dragons, and ^achantf 
ment be excepted, .would be felt, by him% 
who, wandering in the mousttains with** 
out a guide, or upon the lea without at)^pi% 
lot, fhould be carried amidft his terrour aiid 
uncertainty, to the hofpitality and elegance 
of Raafay or Dum;egan. 

ft 

To Coriatachan at laft we ' came, and 
found ourfelves welcomed as before. Here 
we flaid twQ days, and made fuch in«- 
rqulries as curiofity fuggefted. The houfe 
was filled with company, among whom 
Mr* Macfbtrfon and his (iiler diftin- 
guifhed themielves by their politenefs and 
s^ccoupUfluBents. By him we were invited 
to C)/?^, a houfe not far from Armidd^ 

where we might eafily hear of a boat, when 

♦ . » ■ «■ 

the weather would fuffer us to leave the 
liland. 

OSTIG IN SKY. 

At OJiigy of which Mr. Macpberjfin, \%. 
miniver, we were entertained for ibme d^y^, 

6 . then 
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dim removed to Armideit v^te we finifllued 
ob&rvatioos on tlie illaad of 3kf • 



As this Ifland Iks ia tlie Mty-fe^e&lh 

'dc^ee» the ajr cannot be Aippdfed to have 

much warmth. The loog contktwMtee of 

the fun above the horizon, ^oes indo^d • 

fbinetimes produce great heat in northern 

latitudes ; but this can only happen in £bel« 

tered places, where the atmofphere is to a 

tert^rn degree ftagnant, and the £ime mafs 

of air continues to receive for many houf s 

the rays of rtie fun, and the vapours of the 

earth. Sky lies open on the weft and north 

to a vaft extent of occan^ and is cooled 

in the funimer by perpetual vfintilafioii, 

but by tlie fame blafts is kept watrm ii\ 

winter. Their weather is not pleafing* 

Half the year is deluged with rain. From 

the autumnal to the vernal equinox, a dry 

day is hardly known,; except when the 

^fliowters are fufpendcd by a tcmpcft. Un'cfef 

fucih feies can be expefted Iqo great exu- 

2 berance 
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btirance of Tegetation. Their winter over« 
takes their fummer, and their harveft lies 
upon the ground drenched widi tain. The 
aututbh ftnigglei hard to produce fome of 
our early fruits* I gathered goofeberries 
in September; but thej welt! fmalU and 
the huik was thick* 

Their winter is fddofti fUcH as puts a 
fuU ftop to the growth of plantSt or reduces 
the cattfo to live Wholly on the furplufage 
of &e fummen In the year Seventy-one 
chey had a fevere. feaToni remembered by 
the name of the Black Spring, from which 

the ifla&d has not yet recovered. Th« 
fnow lay long upon the ground, a calamity 
hardly known hc£&n^ Fiart of their cattle 
died for want, part were uofeafonably fold 

ft 

to buy fuftenance fbr the owners; and, 
vrhat I have not read or heard of beforei 
i^t kine that furvited rrere fo emaciated 
jKoA dirpirited> that they did not require 

♦ N th« 



{kc male at IBe uifual ttme. Mafiy df -tlMt 
tbebiicks perlftied. 
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The foili a« in t)ther certlntriefl!^ has its 
dlverfities. lb fome parts there is only a 
* thin layer of earth fpread Hpou a xoek, 
which bears nothing but;fliort browa heathy 
and perhaps is not generally capable of any 
better produd. There ate patiy bog^ or 
mofles of greater or lefs extent, where thd 
foil canjiot be fuppofed to want dep$b| . 
though it ii5 too wet for the plough. But %e 
did not obfervein thefe aoy aquatick pjaht^ 
The vallies &nd tHe mountaii^s we tiikt 

tjartened with heith. Some grafsy litovr** 
ever, grows here and there, and Tome ha>^ 

|)ier fpots of 6atth are capabte of till^. 

#. • • • ■ * 

Their agriculture is laborious, and pw* 
haps rather feeble than unfkilfuL^TbeirAhlef 
manure is fea-weed^ whicbi when tbey Isqr 
it to -rot upon the fiftld, givw tbem a* betlfer 
t:rop than thofe of the Highlands, They 
heap fea fhcUs upon the dunghill^ which ia 
2 time 



When they find a Vein of earth wher<i 
they cannot ufe it, they dig it up> and add 
it'tcr th«; mwid oS z more <ganiny|Hou» 



round 



Their dqru grounds often lie ift fuch id- 
tricacies among the craggs, that there is noj 
' room, for the adiofl of a team and plougji^ 
- Thfe foil ia then turned ttp hy manual la- 

' ^ ■ . • * ■ ■ " • 

" oour, ^ith ad inftrument c;alled a crooked 
%ad^ of a form aad weight whiqh to ine 
lippear^d ver jr ipcQtQpiodioua^ and vorould 
j^erbaps be foon imprayfd iii a CQu?;i|ry 
'^hpvfi wof fcrneii cquI^ be etfily ;found afl^ 
Cafily paid* It h4f a p»rj:ow hU^Q of jrpn 
fi«ed to s lopig «nd heayy piece pf wood^ 
tphich myft havp, gbpuf 4 foot and » half 
4^T/s ibp ijtQn* a knee pr S^x^e vmh thd 
Afligk didwftwafedB. . .Wli€^ thjS farmer c<»- 

/COwitets a ftone which is the great iipj^^ 
toent of his c^ef%t«Hii9» hi ixi^s th^ I^si^p 
under it, and bringing the knee or angle ta 
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tkfegr(Miod» >t& In the long: liandle a very 



«. -<« 



, According to th^ difFerent mode of til- 
hgl^^ farms are diflinguiihed into long land 

ftud /hprt laifJ. Long land is that which 

• ► •' . , * «■ 

;^ffbrd» room for a plough^ and fhort land is 
tiKflied up by the ipade. 



.r . <■ 



The grain which they commit to the fw^ 
rows thus tedioufly fomied^ is either oats 
or barley. They do not fow barley with-; 
ffat very copious manurey and then they 
oxpe£fc from it ten for one^ an increafe 
Boml to that of better countries; but tho 
culture is fo operofe that they content 

.thepafelves commonly with oats ; and who 

* • . ■ ■ . ■ 

can relate without compaifion, that after 
all their diligence they are to exped only a 
Iriple increafe ? It is 411 vain to hope for 
plenty^ 'WJben a third part* of the harveft 
liiiift be-referved for f9e4Jlee^» 



f ' 



Wly?n 



I.' 



WESTERN tSLANdS»(&d: (pf 

When their gikih is artivedat the fi«M 
which they muft confider as ripenefii thc7> 
•dp not cut, but pull the barley: to the 
oats they apply the fic]kle. Wheel car- 
riages they have none, but make a frame 
of timber, which is drawn dy one liorfe 
with the two points behind preffing on thfc 
ground. On this they foinetimes dra^ 
hfifoi their ibie^ives, but often cpnvey them 
4p£ffAe i^a ^nd (^ pp^n p»nier, or frantf 
,qC Qicjca upoua the hor&'s ba^ 

< i 

Of that which is obtained with To much 

^difficulty, nothing furely ought to be wafted ; 

%■ - * - . .- , • • • ' ' , ^ 

yet their nxethod of clearing their oats'firom 

the hufk is by parching them iii the ftraw. 

^ ■ • * < 

Thus with the genuine improvidence of 
lavages, they deftroy that fodder for want 
of which their cattle may pcrifli. From 

this pradice they have two petty convenl- 

• . "< . . , ^ 

encies. They dry the grain fo that it is 
eafily reduced to meal, and they efcapt^ the 
* theft of the threfher. The tafte contracted 

N 3 frofH 
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JTf^iii tVc fftei>y*ftife ioiats, as t»y -every othfir 
feorclied fyt)Aan^e, 'life itmR. idiig ago^i^ve 

made graVfeiul. 'the '6at5 "that are^t$he4 
mulR: be dried in a kiln; 

*rhe "barhs 'of S>j|f I tieVfer fd^. ' Tha3t 
which Macleod 6i ^RAdfiy'h^A'€.it€tisdi'ri!Bslc 
liis*holil*6was'fa cohtaved»'h*it»fe th^haiis 
'teft' is teldofe trroB'^ht 'Mttf6 dfy; as ft^ 
iperpettlkl pafflatidh 'to ^rcftehtHftlQ- md? 
from heatir%. ' . . 

' Of their gaf ddtt$ -I oan judge, dhly from 

• . • • • 

'tlielr tables/' I did not ohfcrve 4hat the 
, tpommon green's we're Wanting, jind'fuppofe, 
that by choofingan adv^ntageoti^'ejfpolirianjj 
they can raife '&\\ the mo^r^^ hardy efculent 
" j)lant9. Of vegetable fragrance or bca^uty 
they are not yet lludioas. Few yovrs ar^ 
piade to f lotH in the Hehrida^ 

r ■ 

« 

They gathdra little hay, but the "grafe la 

V 

'^Wm^ h\^ } 8^4 »8 fe Pfteft almoft dry att4 
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^gaja very wet, hefosc it is Jioufqd, that it 
becpmes a col^le^ion of y^jtb^rcd ftalks with- 
6Ut taftc Qr fragraacc ; it iiauf^ ^b? eat^a bj^ 
cattle .t^at .have jDothipg elfq, jbut .by mpft 
pngliflx farmers would be throyrq avyay* . 

In the Iflands I have not heard that any 
Subterraneous treafures have been difco- 
vered, though where there are mountains, 
therft are commonly minerals. One of the 
fpcks in Col h^s a. blade yein, in^agined to 
.coafift of the pre of lead ; but it .was never 
yet opcaejd or.eflayed. JJn 5^/ a black mafs 
fWas acQidwtally picjced up, aijd brought 
into the lioufe of jthe ow^er of the Uad, 
who fpUBd Mpfi?^ ftfongly incli^xed .to 
think it a ^oal, butiji^happily it did not 
burn in* the chiojaey* .CQoxmpn ores would 
be here of no great value 5 for ivhat requii^es 
to be feparated by -fire, tnuft, if it were 
found, be, carried aw/Eiy in ijts ,miQ^ral flate, 
bere being no fewel for the fmelting-houfe 
or forge. Perhaps by dilig«i>t fearch in 

* 

N 4 * thi« 
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this worid of ftone^ feme valuable ipc6fiB 
pf marble might be difcoyere4» But nclr 
ther philofophical curibfity^ oor commercial 
induftry, have yet fixed thair abode herei 
where the importunity, of tmfnediat6 watrt 
fiipplied but {qv the day, s^nd pravin^ on 
the morrow, has left little fppm for excur?- 
live knowledge or the pleafing fancies .of 
jdlfhipt profit. 



1 • > 



Tl^ejT have lately ^ufid a manufadure 
confideraUy locrative. Their rocks abound 
with kelp, a fea*-plant, of which the aihes 
are melted into glafs. They burn kelp in 
great quantities, and then fend it away 
in fliips, which come regularly Co purchafe 
them. This new fource of riches has raifed 
the tenets of many maritime farms ; but the 
tenants pay, like all other tenants, the ad- ' 
ditional rent with great unwillingnefs j be- 
caufe they conlider the profits of the kelp 
^s the mere produdl of perfonal laboiir, 

(o which the landlord contributes iiotfaing* 



t. 
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However a* any man inay be laid to gi^ 
what lie gives the power of gaming, h^ 
has certainly ks much right to profit from 
the price of kelp as of any thing elfe foupd 
or raifed upbn his ground. 






This new trade has excited a long and 
imager litigation between Macdonald ,an<| 
Macleadi for a ledge of rocks, which, till 
t)ie value of kelp ^ wfis knoWn, neither of 
fh^m d^fiised tHe,r9puutioi) of paffeffing. 

^ThMe.cattL^.^of ^^ are Qotib finally ifr 
cofloimonly ^belicv^d; Since, the^ have fenc ■ 
their b^r^s vi great :nij^beii9 fla fgiithem 
tf^t^ they ^y^ probftbJy Iftke^^ 
pf their breed. At ftated tig^s ^e annual 
growth of cattle h driven to a fair, by a genc*v 
r^l drover, an4 with the money* whts^ he 
returns to thefarmer^ the rents are paidr 

Tlie price regularly expeded, is from 
fY!P to three pounds a hea4 : there was once 

one 
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©pc fold for fiw; |K)\ftad». THey ^Q^oa^ 
the lOands. very ik»n,, »«4 »re ^ot offered 
to :iaw; aautdaer, tHl they h»ve b«w» Iw»$ 

Of their black cattle, fome are without 
horns, called by the Scots humbli; cows, 
as we call a bee an humble bee, that wants 
a fling. Whether this difference be fpeci- 
fick, or accidental, though we inquired 
with great dHigence, we could not b6 iii- 
formed. We are nm ▼ery fure that the btiH 
is ever without horns, though we have been 
told, that fuch bulls there are. 'What is 
produced by putting a horned (^nd unhorned 
xnale and female together, no man ha& 
ever tried, that thought the rcfalt worthy 
of obfervation. 

Their horfes are, like their coWs, of a 
moderate fize. I had no difficulty to mount 
myfelf commodioufly by the favour of 
the gentlemen. I heard of very little 

<:qw» 
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|!ows in Bsirra^ anS very little horfes iu 
tium^ ^here ^perhaps' no care is tstfcen to 
•J^revent that <liinifluti6nx)f fee, i?vhichttirift 
:^lwa)^ happen^ where the ^reaket* and tSe 
}efs copulate promifcuaufly>, and the youi^ 
animal is reftradhed from growth by pb^ 
purj of fuftenjtnce. 

■ 

Thegoat is the general inhabitant of the 
earth,' complying with .every difference of 
•<)U»ftlie,|iad of foiU : The goatf-ofirthe He^ 
T^ridef are lifce others x nor did I hear anjr 
tbixig of their ibeep, to be particuUrly re^p 

. In t^e penury of thefe malignant regions, 
nothing is left that can be converted to food. 
The goats and the fheep.are milked like the 
cows, A fingle meal of a goat is a quart, 
jind of a flieep ^ pint.. Such at leafl; was 
the account, which I could extrad from 
thofc pf whom J am not fure tbat they ever 
fi^d inquired, 
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. The milk of goats is much thinner thad 
'that of cows, and t;hat of fheep is much 
thicker. Sbeqps milk is never eaten be^ 
fore it is boiled : as it U thick, it muft be 

very liberal of curd, and the peoplei of St. 

. . " ' • . 

Kilda form it into fmall cheefes. 

J. • 

The flags of the mountains arc lefs than 
thofe of our parks, or forefts, perhaps not 

-r 

higgcr than our fallow deen Their flelh 
has noi^anknefs, nor is inferiour in flavour 
to our common venifoh. The roebuck I 
neither law nortafted. Thefc are not coun- 
tries for a regular chafe. The deer af e not 

4 « ' 

driven ^ith horns and hounds. A fpottf-^ 
man, with his gun in liis hand, watches 
the animal, and when he has wounded himt 
traces him by the Wood. 

They have a race of britided greyhound 
larger and fhronger than thofe with which 
we courfe hares, and thofe are the only 
dogs ufed by them for the chafet 

I Man 
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• ' r "'' ' '• •, 

Man is by the ufe of fire»arms made fa 
much an overmatch for other animsils, that 
in all countries, where they are in ufe, the 
wild part of the creation fenfibly dimi- 
niihes. There will probably not be long 
either ftaes or roebucks in the lilahds. Alt 
the be^fls of chafe would have been lofl: 
long ago in countries well inhabited, had 
they not been preferved by laws for the 
pleafure of the rich. 

There are in Sky neither rats nor mice, 
but the weafel is fo frequent, th^t he is 
l^eard in houfes rattling behind chcfts^ of 
bedsj air rats in England. They probably 
owe to his predoininance that they have no 
other vermin J for fince the great rat took 
pofleflion of this part of the world,, fcarce 
a Ihip can touch at any port, but fome of 
his race are left behind. Th?y l^av? with- 
in thefe few years begj^n to infe^ the jfle 
of CqU where beinjg; left by fom^ tradiijig 

... \ ^ veflel, 



> » V 



. ^ The ^^hat^^a^ts; iof l^ky^. 9pd qf tlie, G\het 

of the middle fta;iire> witjh Jf?wer *mang 
ihem very tall or very fhqrt^ th^Q ar? fqp a 
hx £^ Wr .9fj p^;^ap$, as tljeif Rufaber^ 
SLTC linall,. the^ chanp^s gf ,^ny <}pyia.i;iqii 
from the commoa measure ape tyccpffj^j:i\yt 
few. The talleft mea that I faw are among 
t^iofe of higher ja«lj. I^ regjons^of har-^ 
rennefs and fcarcjty, % ^Ufiiaj^ ..«fWe . iS 
l^indered in its grpwth bj thj?.iajije c^p^fe* 
as other aoimals. ..^.. ,.. . . 






The ladies hate as dnich beai>ty tf^^^^i 
in other place&> l^ut bloom aii(4.foftne& are' 
uot to be expe(^ed among the lower claffes^ 
whofe faces are expbfed to the rudencfe of 
the clrmate* ani whofe features are fonie-f 

..... . ^ 

times contracted by want, and fometimes 
nafdeoed by the blads. Supreme beauty* 

ii 
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b feldom &ttnd hk cottage* «r ^«otk«Qto|^ 
^en where no real hardOiipa are hS^Hd* 
To e3t]^and the human face to its full per- 
fb^ion, it Teems neceffary that ihe^ ttund 
dioald cd-operite by placidnefe'df content, 
or confcioumefa of fupenority. 

'Their ftrength Id Jpropordonatc .to their 
fize, but &ey are accuftpmcd to ran upon 
'rough ground, and therefore cjin 'with 
great agility Ikip over the bog, or clam- 
hct the mouhtaim For a' campaigil iti the 
i^Aes of America^ fiitdiens better qualified 
covdd not haTC been foaiid^ Having litUe 
work to do, they are not wiliiag, jaor per* 
haps able to endure a long continuance of 
manual labour, and are therefore con(ider«- 
ed as habitually idle» 

Having never been firpplled • with thefe 
accommodations, which life extenfively di« 
yerfified with trades affords, they fupply 
Acir wants by very infufficient Aifts, 

aocl 
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md endiife^ matter ifKnareftiittaes^ ^irliitb'^ 
a litde attention would edily ui6ief9t^ 1- 
have feen a horfe carrying Hatat the tiatnift 
on a crate. Under his tail was a (Hck fbra 
crupper, held at the two ends by twifb of 
ftraw. Hemp will grow in their iflandt» ' 
and therefore ropes may be had. If they 
waoted hemp, they might make better cofd* 
fige of rulhes^ or perhaps of netdeSf thaa 
of ftraw. 

Their method of hJx ndther fecurei 
thehi perpetual health, nor expofes thenf 
to any particular difeafes. There are phy^ 
ficians ia the Iflacds, who I believdi all 
pradife chirurgeiy, and all compound thei^ 
own medicines. 

It id generally fuppofed^ that life is longer 
in places where there are few oppor- 
tunities of luxury; but I found no in- 
ftance here of extraordinary longevity* A 
cottager grows old over his oaten cakes, 

like 



&ea til&Beh ats turde fe«& Hcis uii» 
deed feldom ineoomiodtid by oorptile^ce. 
JPoTcrty prdbrves him fr6m Qajdng ttndef 
tlie Wdeti of iMmfelf) but lie ^fctpet no 
<$tlier mjury ctf time. Icifia&ces dF long 
lifb are often telated^ which thofe who 
-ftteat ttiem are laore willifig to credit thaci 
i!xamuie« To be . toM that any man has 
ttttained a handred years^ give$ hope aiul 
comfort to him who fiahde trembling otm 
the brink of his own dimaOedckk 



Length o( \ik h dillributed impartially 
to very different modes of life in veiy diffe- 
rent climates $ and the mountains have no 
greater examples of age and health than the 
low landS) where I was introduced to two 
ladies of high quaUtyj one of whom, in her 
ninety-fourth year^ prefided at her table 
with the full exercife of all her power^; and 
the other has attained her eighty-fdurth^ 
without any diminution of her vivacity, 

* O and 



,!?«« . .^oea fW't. ^r Wh.^/j^ ujpp^ij^n^. 

i;ome rich; and if^ohe are abL? to buy 
^fiates!^ he that i« barn to lapd cannot annir 
hflate ilia fftniily by felling it.\. Tl^ia was 
opce the ftate of thefe countries, J^erhapa 
there is no example, till within a century 
anq halri of any family whole ^citate .was 
alienated otnerwiife than by violence or ipr- 
feiture. Since money has been brought 
amongft them, they feaVd found, fi^'e "otf erl, 
the art of fpending more thaii'they receive; 
and r Ikw t^ith ^grief' the thief* df'k'V^ 
ancient dan, whofe ffland VaS cond^?tffif 
by law to h6 fold for the fatisfaaittn^bfftfe 

creditors. ' ■" •-;■.'•■:'':--''..■;■.' •.• .'..Iq.j 

■ ■ ■ '.c ; ,• - ,>. ■..■- \~- vnKnt 







^i.$T&KWt^^A^1^% Ike. ^9^4 

\rhkh there uii^tii&t^risariveitiktiiiMif 

only three, Mdcdonald^ Mackod, and Mac- 

•kmtini ' ^e IMra^ i»' thfe 'drijgini^ dwner 

^ftF di^iknd, i;^iibfe'hjitifra! p!c^if'iiiuft%f} 

- "^fefy- fereatr WErei^e''rio. matf ''fiTftHiit'''fey 

■ igrictiltuf e ; arid 'v^hdi'e the' p'ro^licfe' 6^ ^L 

iaitxA IS not conyeyed through the labyrihths 

^or traSSck^ but bafles direffcly from thd 

hand that gathers jt to the mouth that eats 

it. The Laird has all thofe in his poweif 

that hve bpoit his rarms. Kings Can^ for 

tiie moft part, only exalt or degrade. Thd 
jtair^ at pleafurii can feed of ftarve, cam 

•frive bjtead, dr >yithold it. This Inherent 
jpower yfz$ yet flrensthpped by : the kind- 
nefs of confangyiftity. ati4 the reverence of 

4)at;idrchai iuthprity, T|^6 Ub:d was the 

jj^^^jT; (^ the Ckp^^ te;wnt$ cqm-« 

jgyjx^y b«e bis nai^e^oi And tq the^4)rin- 

CipleS of original coitim&nd w&s ^idded^ foi^ 

many ages, an exddfive right of legal 

jtiififdi3ion< 

O A Thia 



t««r^ sdntyu jSMWaI PTo iw5it?fi^. , ^Tff ^ ^ 

M^^ toWitttem to mhmi> **syf,ibouJd:}^s 
l&icnds or CBenucft* whut Hogi^mt^^^ 

-«tUe fiJE.Ifi wpe-.: TlMJ,]Ppj^fcr» T?????nTf^ 

go^pirnsKBfe. A Baif<l«>a,ip?^|p^t .to ^g^. 
7 Ifei .tame vto/ tf*f /#»^ «iWfti ^P^i#« 






'Oladtfiiuln i; ;ai J|up. ^qr. or l^^^er 

. ( main 



math '.in his ^^' hSindi '^Ml'lttr paift^ to 
tihder-ten&ntW Tfief Tackli&sUi ki^efla-^ 
rily a than (^^ftl)licr orfe^il4i|; etadie }mxi 
Hit whole rent, and^ is to&mtm]^ a;<)QHii^ 
teral relation. Ifhefe f ^u:^/, orft&ordmAm 
poffeffit3rid, were Idng cpflfidep^ as ber^-^ 
^itaf^y and t)i^ OKicu^ant was dUliogttiihei 
lyf tlie name of the place at whiicb he 
Y^*!^; Hd heki a middle ftation, by 
which the higheft and the loweft orders 
; were conne^ed. He paid rent and reve- 
' rence to'the Xaird» and received them from 
the tenants* l^his tenure (liU fubfifis, with 
its original operaHon, ^ut npt with the 
jptimitive ftatiffitfjr. Since the HlanderBt no 
fonger content to five, have learned the 
*^^re'of grbWiAgfich,^ an aiiclent depeii* 
'detttls \tt daiiger of giving way to a higher 
bidder, at the^ 6:^pence of domefttck dig* 
nity and hereditary power. The ftranger, 
whdfe money Buys him preferentte^ confi* 
dersBimfelf as paying for all that he Has^ 
ifnd is indifferent aBout the Laird*a hbnour 
^ ^^ O 3 or 






or larety. The commodioufners of money 
IS jndped great; but there arc fome aavdfl- 

tages which money cannot buy, and whicn 

-n':jiwaurtC' v\;. lOv. r^>fU wfi/T) -^^?i^jfo*=» f'^ar 
therefore no wue mad will by the loVe of 

money be tempii^d to forego, 

"^ J liave ToiiiiS in tne hither parts of iSrd?-"^ 
i^zwii^ men not defective in judgment dr 
genera^ experience, who consider the TacKT- 
mea as, a uieleft burden of the ground, 
as a drpne who nves upon the product of 
an eftate, without the riglit of propertyV 

v). j...;n'. .i ' J ' ^ .. ;,.,, ,-.:i, ^.••;. ft/in cm 
or the merit or labour, and who impove-*- 

yilhes a( once the landlord and the tenant* 

The land, laV tjiey, is let to tlie TacSri' 

man at l;x-pence an acre, and by him to 

the tenant at^ ten-pence. Let the owner Be 

i ' -.^ ' •* *•*'** 1 'Nt '^V'^^'' uv/s -^ 'a/'Oi, I tl 

the immediate landl9rd to aU the tenants; 
^f jbe fets the ground at eTght-pehce,'^^Wi 






n i 






Thofe 



ing, iieein not fufficiently^to ini^uifb ^hi- 
ther it will lead, them, nor to koiow that it : 
\«rill equally lh«^ the propriety of fupprefi* ' 
iag all wholefale trade, of Ihuttmg up the 
Alops of every min who fells* what'he does * 
np^ ii^ake, aiid of extruding all whofe- 
M;enpy ?ind profit intervene between the 
manufadurer and the confumer. They 
n^y, by ftretchirig their undetftanaings a^ 
httle vider, comprehend, that all thoie 
who b^r undertaking large , quantities of 
manufadure, and affording employment to' 
njany labourers,, make themfelves corifi- 
d^red as benefactors^ to the publick, have 
only been rohbing their workmen with one 

:•' < i» \'. . i. ^ . . . r. -^ ^ ^ ;. '^ .^ . 

hand, aiid theii; cuilomers with the other,! 
If Crowley had fold only what he could 
make, and all his fmiths had wrought their 
own iron with their own hammers, he 
w9ijld»bave lived .on lefc, and they would 
have fold their work for more. The fala* 
ri?s of fuperintendents and clerks woulA 

O 4 have 
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lube b^a |Mz8tf .iitoed^ .xiiA! {NOMly Aared, 

L<;paJld oot h»vf .£;Hui4:j||i^.imm«4>At!S pur- 
cliaiiaf, l|?;puft h»^ d^ferte4; bH iWJfil I 
if there hj^4 by.^iccideot ft•;^lj)r f^^j^eea 

mote dsXim than h^ycri^ the wP'JJ^ca 

by underfelling - one ..another ;.. aiid . a/^ no 
great ftock could have been in any hand, 
90 fi^fo demand of iarge quantitie;^ could 
have been anfwered* and the bmldet muft 
have ftood fdH tUl . the nailer could (usply 
hip* 



' \ I 



I. fU 



AcGordiog to thefc ichecpiq8|[ vniverTal 
plenty is to begin and end in univerfal mi- 
fery, ttopc and dmulation will bjp ^ttcriy 
cxtingiiifhed ; and as an muft obey the^call 
of immediate necefllty, nothing that re^ 
quires cxtenlive viewst or provides fb? 
diftant conic<juen^«(| will cvar be pcr-^ 
formedf. 



\ :> I 7© 



, I . : To vthcr fe^hera inJbal^taQt^ iof Scgsit]atid»' 

' the ftate <if tbe teottuuaoft and tlte iflaibd& 

is equally tmkiikmQ with diat o£ B«mc4 oi 

Sumatra i t)flJbth they ^ve billy Ki^kild 4 

. Mtlle, ind|;uef« the reft. Thisy aat ifeaa- 

gers to the limgirag^ ttnd tfie tnlMcrs, to 

the advaotagei and wants '6f'the''pcoj)le, 

■'■' wh<^e life they wjuld ihdSe!,' and wliofc 

""" evils &eywduldtemedy. - - "i 

. * •"' -If 

• NbthTag'^s^^lirfs diffii^Tt ihari'tlo-prbinre 

6h^ tdimnlenc^By thefbffeltuitt of aiidtner, 

^^ i^ foldier may expedite his marcH by throw-* 

ing away his arms* To banifh the Tafckt- 

r 

mao i8 eafyt to make a country plentiful 
^ by dimini£hing the pisoplei is an expeditious 
mbde of hufban^ry \ bui that abund^ncct 
which there Is ijiobody to e^jjoyi contribute* 
Uttie to human Happinefs/ 






As the mmd muft govern the haqdS) ioi 

10 every lociety the man oi intelngence 

muft dired the maa of labour. If the 

»r TackTmeo 



TJ'^i£;)k^en* be. taken r!*wa7,r .th^, IJcbjHlefj 

gfup^ngfe^tn^vig^iaraocgi die. te^ajjt, 4foBi 

a/Bd;fiMr,waat of ,(j4moQitioft,isyiU'i\« ne|;U*. 
gIMAi/ Tim laisd^ ^iA chefenwkte efiatek}> 

ctifiy anoth^t^ canrict ebctcod ^ hifii pmiohsd) 
i^§l»mcfi:nitQri(^ hk! tonants^ >Tand jt&el 
fteward having no dignijty anoexoiXb bl^ 
charader, can have little authority among 
men taught to pay reverence only to oirth« 



niVe equal zeal for the prolperity of an^ 




itfvolveo in nis own. ' 






i<. ^ . 



- -) i.. . J -•* : ' '^rB'> 



rT^iejpaly >gpnUiemen in .die iflandeare: 
theXawls^ theiTaddmen^^dnd the MitiF4{ 
ft^rs^ r ^)l9^ fnegttent^ improfvc their living'^ 

m» 

by becoming farmers. If the- Tabfcfinth' 

. -' '^ b« 



g^eii& ptat a^ lui land* J'%tf ff hJ^lrefiatr 
at ^n tifipoftf^thtia, 'tiiuAf>dr%7ft(^dft^s^' 
fcdiirafle, fiaTingnO iongbti'dtlaot -a fritMl'; 
orehtodipanioii' ; lie VillfkAoarelbiri'^^idt' 
tir-foknsy raoi:e''OOia(£Drtabier7eridttiioe^ aiii 
leedire flie^teoaiitsto'th^.'VirifilomrJ^nd auft^ 

- I 
" Of tenants tfiere are difFerent orders, aa 

they have greatpr jjr left ftock. Land, is 






fometimes leafed to a fmall fellowfliip, .who, 
live in a clufter pf huts,. called a Tenants, 
Tpwn, and^/are bound Jointly and fep2^T; 
rate j J for the pym^ent pf tjieir rent* Tljef^j. 
I believe, employ in the care of thejr 
cattle, and the labour of tillage, a kind of 

tenants yet lo*?er I who haviag a hut, with 
jgrafc fw fi^ertaio tKuimbier^of cows: t^nd' 
Iheep, pay their rent hjr ^ ftipulatel^quittii' 
tity^lftbbqr^ ;. i ^» 

The 
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Th^ conditioii of domeftiqk fervants, or 
the price of oecafional Ubouri I do not 

n^aids .h^v^ ihe^jk, amd ^re allowed to fpia 
for their OfW9 dQthjingj perhaps tfaiey bare. 
BQ- gecyniar]?: yvagea,. or nofie but. in very. 
lYi^altliT faniUies, The^ft^itc of Ufc,. ymizh 

h^ titbcrto. bi?ea purely paijqral^.bogins 
npw ta btp a little . variegated with com- 

till one mode has fully jprjeyailed oyct jthe 
other, ho fettled notion can be formed. 



/ , . 'T 



. . Such is tliie,.fjft«ax)^ infpj^r, fubardii;^** 
tion» :^hich% haviqg littLe wiety, canmtt 
jiffo^imuch 4*UgHt in the, view, nor l^gg 
4et^a. the mii^^xn contepoiplation, T,)^ 
inhabitants were for a long jpLcne perhaps 
not unhappy; but their content was a 

I pQLuddy mixture of jpiide ax^d ignorarupei an 
indifference iox pleafures which they did 

^t know* ;* Wind, vcxi^r^wiQa fw ;*cir 

5 chiefs. 
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chiefs^ and a ftrong convidion of their own 
importance. 



) V V ■■'~ 






Their pride has been cru(hed by the 

heavy hand of a vindiGtiye. conqueror/ 

whofe feverities hai^ been lollowed by 

laws, which^ though they cinnbt be cailedt 

cruel, have produced much difcontent^ be-^ 

caufe they operate upon the furface 6f lifet 

and make every eye bear witheis to fubjec^ 

* > * " « 

tion. To be cbmpened to a new drefs has 

always been fbtinil painful. 



.1 



Their chiefs being now deprived of their 
jtirififidiicmilraVe alreitdy loft much bf their 
Muence ; mhd at they griydukHy degene- 
rate rtom patriii^l tillers fo rifpiiddi» 
tiiidlords, they'iWH ffiveft themfelves <tf 
^6' little that remains. 



' * «• » 






That dignity whicl ihey^ dfemed ftbm 

an iopinibn of their tiiiUifary importance, 

'^elaw^ which di&m^ tKdb.lias Abktdl. 



i|h«'recoltea:mii«^f'hetie»^a)^^li-$atqd,vfli8t 
«ittefided:4^)^-ofei«itrelW MlibmerSi^'i^ 

* 

Their ignorance grows every day lefi^ 

vksiihm.tp ftew>Si6!ft tbftj|r,jWRftti|B...,iT>he5r 
ftte j»w.>Jd ibe.fiei!k>4iifi£nd[s«it|o^^^^ 
&d the! tmeafiaiiifi /0£ ^t^plmei >\i^^i@qc 
5ist(.pacdTlkig'ttmrbe]ifiit ofiifi^ 

lue ^eprited' est ttlffiiif ac^a^ 'b^v^eeated 

^- •"'-■'•-• -i incon- 

1 



TERN iSiL>^I>S^£tc. m; 
tinoDQddbrabls.i ;]G:qnocalnM«Mim«;'Utii}oiilft;- 

MBoaluvASBoe. "iXhere Was tendernefsor pais 

^iaoafiy o£ {auUddeii,^ fotod the .vmht^ fiif> 

, iboB r^ffcire f > i;»vj^a T^hout .. linger, ttDui 
itnidKiat ftorfKSiiidri^ ^dat sr«Qe ic6tlld£bed 
with fuch rigcwify thut «very houfe^miai 

defpoiled of its defence. 

- ■ ' 

" ' To difarci "plirt of fll^ Hfghkindff, cduW 
^^ no 'ttM&toikfk^' de^ott- df ^dMplaKff. 
^Svecy" govejiitnent muft -bt allowed the 
^p^fr^^of'takingiiAvraythettveiqion th^^iB 
liftcd'eigfli^aiiiL' tfiut.tfawlbpl'chm |nUif- 
tnured, with fome appearance of juilice, 
«tntafkfif;havkigjdBf«nd9d Uie Kiing»:they 
Mce fbrladde^tioE the. future to fkfend 
tfa£iQfeIyeft9;>ifki]d^(tkat:i(lke;6itci«rd £Mml4 b« 
forfi3it«d»]wbMh )4dh$9n i^Mlf jraiip)oye4» 
ir£tk. (i^fa >M jiOi^itbtffD^ lMtd», but ia 

political 
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political regulations, good cannot be coffl« 
I plcte, it can only be predominant* 

Whether by difarming a people thus 
broken into feveral tribes, and thus remote ' 
from the feat of power^ more good than 
«vil has been produced, may deferve in* 
iquiry* The fupreme power in every cora« 
inunity has the right of debaning ^werf 
individual, and every fubordin^it^ fociety 
from felf- defence, only bccaufe the fupreme 
power is able to defend them j and there- 
fore where the governor cannot a£l, he 
mufttruft the fubjefl: to a£t for himfeif. 
Thefo Wands might be wafted with fire and 
fword before their fovereign vtcxAd know 
their diftrefe. A gang of robba-8, fudi as 
has been lately found confederating them- 
lelves in the Highlands, might lay a wide 
region under contribution. The crew of 
a petty .privateer might land oh the largeft 
and moft wealthy of the Iflands, and riot 
without control in cruelty and wafte. It 

I 

was 



,.> 
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HtM G^«nre4 by, oq^ of the Chiefs of. Sfyi 
that fifty armed men mi|;ht, without refift* 
ance^ ravage the coutitry. Laws that 
pliiif t&e iiibjedts, in fuch 1 Hate,, cdiltra- 
vebc . the ifirfl priitcij^es of th? compad of 
a!uth^t|? : they fouSL obedience^ and yieid^ 
fto>ipK>te&ioQ« 



I 



U affords a gene^oijs and manl^ pleafiire 

to cdhcetve a little nation gatheruig?' iti 

fruits*, and tending its herds with fearleft 

confrdence, thdugh it lies open t>a eVery 

jQde to invafion^ where, in contempt of 

walls and trenches^, every n&an fleeps fisoiiiie- 

ly with. his fword^befide him; Where iriite 

th# firft approach of ttoilility came, together 

at the call to battle, as at a fummons to a 

feftal (how; and committing their cattle 

to the care of thofe whom age or nature 

has difabled, engage the enemy with that 

competition for. hazard and for gloj^yt 

which operate in men that fight under the 

ey5 pf thofe, whofe diflike or kindnefs they 

* P have 
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Tbn was. In tbe begtnaiai^ af tit {a»> 
io ;na|i<)wil: honour. . To lo^i^bi^iii^tfiiiy 

. t.iy A.-, .- . ' -r ■.'■', o v . * c '<• ?-■/('''* I'r/ 

. whd^. a grcBt i|»io0 oi^t ^M^ttHi^ 

riches ttiuft not femetimes Ifave lecourfe to 

tfhe -pirbi^Qfiott '^courage.? dritf %ifcftietv 

if -fe fe* iteidBary ta picefeirve in foitie*i>«n 

^rf vthfr €lKiTE«it» th* Siiftiafy ^bi; £t- ciiiv 

^ftiliftft'MiQrC'CotiMnoiS6tifrf 16 slfcy "i^is**. 
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;K; . > ^. where 



tieri fejcigchce ? 
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■iitlk'- (^ata€tet' icanticj^ tJrcvttt 4rt -a MirhSte 
pecrpWi but by tbe ■diminution of dt di^itr 
Irirttt^. He that id aticUftoiJAM to refolte 

-In if gtK i^tb cottqtiefti 'wHf hOvt \&ty iHtde 

'tehdi^rttiin> ot «<(tftty; AH the friei^dtip In 
fiidl?'4 fife tmbt Qiiljr a coniEedei'acy of 

*^»ril4MA»,ori^Q«eoF4efeii(se. t^hetkoag 
muft floiiri^ by: ^brde, and' the weitk :^- 

i^^JbiJf ftnuargomi - 



♦ *. ♦ - 



^ , ftiM the H%iii,ai}jdQ^ ^hifttlietrivtoeilf, 
; with thfsic arm«s » they tiufiiBiisidi . ftsati e«h 
^)t|ier alt «%at >m^ig^ity.tfoiM ikOvto, ^r 
^^pitaace ,cofiM ^ft. 6«try pWfWcalion 
.^fiffifeveDfed «pa<)^ jlloiMii «9i «»aM»tfcac 
T- ■ -V Pa veatured 
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^tt A^-tr^tJR'NEy TO THE 

vcrxtuiTsd ^tfto a numerous coitfpany, by 

ifriiateVer occaflbn btdught together, was 
ftire bf returning withotit a wound. If 
they are now expof^d to foreign hoftilities, 
they. may talk of the danger, but can 
feldom feel it. If they are no longer mar- 
tiali they are no longer quarrelfome. Mifery 
is caufed for the moft part, not by a heav^ 
crofli of difafter, but by the corrofion of 
lefs vifible evils, which canker enjoyment, 
and undermine fecurity. The vifit <jf an 
invader is neceffiirily rare, but dom^ftick 
animoiities allow no cefTation. ! 

ft 

I 

The aboKtion of the local jurifdisftioM, 
which bad for fo many ages been esterciffid 
by the chiefs, .has likeWife its evil and Sfe 
good. The feudal conftitution naturally 
^difFufed itfelf into long ramifications 6f fufe- 
ordinate authority. To this general tem- 
per of the government was added the pecu* 
liar form of the country, broken by 
mountains into many fubdiviflons fcaircdy 

. - acceffible 
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Cif^cSihh b^c to the/nativfs» aod guarded 
ty pafles, or pqrplexad . with |nt:^aJ^ 

^rougb which .natiQual J^fliee couJd not 

fiad its* way. ^ \ : r . ^ 
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The power of deciding cont rover fies^ ^4 
Qf pii^iihing of^ncesy as fome fuch j^wef 
thci^e muft always be, wa$^ cnjariufted to 
tjie ^ Lairds of the qonntry , to tho^c whom 
tJjiA. people confidcred. as, thei^ , f»^tur4 
judges* ' It cannot be., fuppofed XkiX a^ mu^ 
ged proprietor of theipcks, unprincipled 
and unenlightened, was %nice rdx^ver pf 
entangled claims, or very exa<3: in propor«^ 
^^i^g pumfhment to oifences. , But the 
ipsprQ^ h^ indulged his own wi)l» the, more 
Jbte-held his vaflaU in dependanqe. vPru- 
^eppe aod innocence, without the favour 

« 

fpif t^ie Chief, conferred no fecurity j ^nd 
^imes involved no danger, wheri the judge 
jyyj^g refolute to acquitf 



V i Wliea 
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)&^ %ad ^>t«e, > the HcboRreoiecKe of ^ 

j^orfties were neceiffiuTvopr atrtii^u^: 49- 
th^ could 1)e pr^b^tifed ; thje charade}-, tfaie. 
iilliknisM, add iiitertfts (^ the1itigai)K0 wetie 
^nowa to tht toufe, an^ idl falie preQeoM^ 

^rt caHly dcte^aecK The fciiteiicc, wheai it 
'was paft, coaM not be evaded; the powcf 

of t^- Laird fctperibdid IbrmaKtlM^/aOfd 

toftice could pot be 4e&a4:cd by intei eft^oc 

ftratagenu. 

• <■ 

^ 1 doubt i3ot bot tih«t itoce tbo itxs^ 

' jfudgei have made their drcaits: tfarOfug^h ttio 
WhdeoQiuntry, tight has been eyety^M^ittQ 
^ tbore wifely, and more equally diftribiKed } 
' tlie'edm-j^iM is, that litigMioft if' gni^ii 
" lT6ub{e(oine, and that the magiA^f^arn; 
' too few, and thereft*d dfttn idcf tttSm 
for general convenience.. ; - 







: ->Mmf of the B»9iBmtWtii9ill9 Imtf/no 
legal officer mikm them* J oooe aflqB^ 
If.acrcme fliouldrbecomfnitted, lifr wlbdit 

«fid wat iol4^ tbat thta Lau^ wouli emit 
bb:ne^} ft right wliich ^ DMift- djerlr 
tifvrp^ but vffhkth fairly neceSity muft vHsh 
^4ieajc«^ and iRthicK u ther^bre yet «iei> 
«i£9d itt lower degrees, b^ fome of the 
vpioj^rictorsi wheii iegfti procefles c&ooot be 
obtataed* 

In all greater qticftions, howrreff, thcK 
ia.HM? hai^Uy a^ wd. to all felur or hope 
Jrom ai»Uc<S or from ftfvour. The raada 
vefeoue in thofc f^aces through vhiahf 
^ty years difPf no traveller could pafs 
ivithottt a convoy. All trials of right liy 
4^ Cword aire forgotteo^ and the mean ate 
ia as little daoger from like powerfid as ia 
cdier plaees^ No icheme of policy has, in 
any cowitry, yet brought the rich and 
poor on a|ual terms mto couf ts of jadict« 

P 4 ture. 



fBirrt • tFevBtpA ex|»iBmniQe» lim joying I <m 
iscfieriQOOB) may: in time efi«ift ir. ' 



'.\ 



Tiiofe who bayc* long enjoyed dig-* 
<!fity^ and' power, cftight not tQ'!<rfc it withr 
^tft'^mi^ equiyaleat, There -wa* p^d 
10 t^ Chiefs by the pubtick^ . in exr 
f&ange for th(tir priyilege^y ptrh&ps a ;ium 
gfeafter than xnoft of tiiem had ey^r, p^fr 
fefied, which excited a tl^irft forrieh^ of 
which it flie^ed them the ufe. Whea the 
power of birth and fls^tion ceaieai no hope 

^pnaBifiMinHffrdm the praraleace ofimooiey. 

tVorarer and: wealth fupply the place of^aath 

jitfaer* Powet ooitifers the abiMiy ef gratis 

^flg Qur define without thelcon£»nt of 

uockeis. Wealth enabled if $• to obtaHt^ 42ie 

^COnftnt of others tQ our gmtlficatioii. 

JPtower ^ fimply confid^ed, what^rar it eon-^ 

fetf^ ori one, fiiuft take from' another* 

WeaRh enables it$ owner to gitef to otbdrs, 

by taking' only from himfelf. Power pleafe$ 

|he violent and proud ; wealth .d^lighta the 

placij 



placid and tke timoromi Yodtb'kheirefbre 
flies at |)owefi^'afld ags^gM«e^ 

riches,- 

The .Chiefs, diTcfted o£ f^^r^Sfe^^sS?^'^ 
. tives, ,ii£ce0anly turned jthe^i; th^9fjffhtif;cJto 
the improv^OiTOt of their tr;(2rd[it«3*i *»d 
6xped.itiiQfe reQU ^m ^hej. btue :4^fa^ ha-^ 
nwige*r: Tibe *eft»»tt. whQ. a8,4iMr)fwmjMr- 
^^y\n%^ that )iie eoaditipiijs aoi^de b^tiUr )ia 
the. Uwt proporttoo, as that of his land-* 
]brd is made wprfe^ does not immediately 
fee why his induftry is to be tiixed 'more 
beavily than before. He ref aim to pay'flie 
demand, aad is ge£ked; the*groiind xstfaea 
let to a ftranger^ who peribaps -^biing^ a 
Hvger ibck, . but who, taking the latid^at 
*tt» full price, treats wich the Laird upoa 
pqual temaa, and cotifidecs faim^ not 9A % 
QiieCi b)^ as a tra^ickf r in 4?Qdn Tbus 
fltf cftate perh»p§ jfl imprpjffi^^ i te jtbe 
•fifaii^ M bfokfiQf .1 . ' ••' >fH 

It 




tj8 A JOURNty TO TftH ,, 

. It (efimi, to be thc.g$«cu»l owistqo>. [tfut 
t})ye:>]:ent» lave beeiQ. nojii^ wUH. poQ. mudk 
eagernefs. Some regard muft be pa^d to 
prejudice. Thofe who have bithwta' pa^l 
but little^ will not fisddcRl; be perfua^id to 
pay mnehr though the j can^ afioiidv^t Atf 
ground is^gfadualbf improipedp4nd^.id^ IW? 
kie of moMy desreafes^t dM nwl^iiMy';tMr 
ratfed wichMit any dknuiutioft. 0f the ifaiw 
xner^s ptaofictr ytt ic id neceftti^ i^^^h)^ 
ciAintrisai whef e the eje£don of a tfsmn.^ It 
9 greater eriJ, tfaaa ia mon popttloas {^acea^ 
to confider nat menelf what the land VfiH 
pitoduae^ biH with ^iriiat a^Uty- thtt^ialiahflaiit 
tan cuitWate it. A eettam Aock caa ailiDw 
hufe ai certain :paymeiit ; for if t&e laad^ 
dBdUed,. «Bid the ftocfc^remaiqa ^e.fiipMi^ 
thr tenjDit: hednotta no ncher« The . pm^ 
ftki<A%o6 the <^Htghhiftds miglir.perliafi 
tpft^fi itifStih^ their MMOf&e^ by Adbdsipidk^ 
^ tHt fi^mia^ aad idiottfibg^td^ ^vigry OoKiiigMr 
only fo^ many: aerea ae he • «sni> prdfittdbiy 
employ, but th^t they want |ieQple% 
2 1 : There 



|0 be tlMMigli a gjt4$«(t'pMt«^ ihtf8 % M n t d » 

1^ the f[r64ti& of hk labour without '4i 

Thofe wbo baVe dbtaiaed^numef^Ame^ 
rican lands, have, .as is ^vvell kdQwxi) ia^ 

¥ite4 jTettlers frotrkiil quarteiaof thegk^^ 
and aiiKXig other places^ vrhistc oppneffioh 
|Kijj|l]tt prodoce at wiih fer oew habltilcioabi 
their emifTar^es would aot fail to erf tfaidrr 
perfiiaiions ia the Ifles of Scotlaiidt .wl^eiit 

^ lime mliQD ihe clans .w€F«.iiewlydi^^ 

yit^ {ptm {tfaMtf! Cauefa^ a«id SMM^fG^^ 

-^ imfieoeieAttd ^aca^^imsy k i$^ ao woo^ 

^eK tIjA* theg!^ S^'C'ra^ ^. 

- : Whether 
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^•Wiethcr/the raifditefs of cmigratioa 
wtie mmedi&tely pepc^i^odj may bejulllyi 
qMiltitMed; They who rwcs&t fir A, w^m 
ft^oiAf' ftich as cmil* faeft be fpared * bur 
ithe^accouftts fe^t by the earlidl adventuperS? 
\lf»lia;lief true or falfc> jncliaed oiany tofol*- 
k>w thefii; atid %hoIe nei^faixmrhoGd^ 
formed parties for removal ; ibjrhat d^j^pd 
ture from their native country |^ no longer 
exSkJ" He that goes thus accotoffeitiited, 
cairies with him all that makes life pftea^ 
Hint. He fits -down in a better climatei* . 
fuffbunded' by histindred and his ftienfls ; 
they carry wfth them their language, theit* 
dpihiohs, thleir popular f6rig^, and hereM*^ 
tary merriment : they change hbthing but 
tlie place of their abode ; arid of thai 
change they perceive the benefit. 



' -T 
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•ftiia is the real efitrd of eriiigftitldnV If 

tKofe that go away togerher -fettle oft ffite 
fame fpot; arid Jjreferve thefr aheiefitlul^dli; 
But fome relate that thefe AdventUr^^S^Jtifi^ 

^ tants 
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taotSL Q^ unki^own wgions, after a Tofi^e^ 
pafftd ki dreams^of plenty and felicity^airf 
dir{>€rred at lafi: upron a fylvan wildernefe, 
where tfafiir firjQ: jc^ muft be fpent in tt)il» 
^o clear the ground which is afterwards 
to. be tHlffid; and that the whole efFedl of 
their undertaking is only more fatigue and 
equal fcMCtty. 

Both. accounts may be fufpe^tedf Thofe 
who are gone will endeavour by every art 
to dfaw others after . them ; for as iheir 
nuQxbers are greater^ .they will provide bet* 
ter forefaemfelves. . When Nova Scotia wa$^ 
6rft.peopled| I remember a letter, publifhed 
Vodef the charader of a New Planter, who 
related how much the climate put him m 
mind of Italy, Such intelligence the Hf- 
hfidians probably receive from their tranf- 
caarine ^orre^oudentif • But with c(^xaX 

* •* 

^fmputkme of intoreft, and perhapi witl| 

npgreatcy nicenefs of vepacity, th? ownert 

of ihq li^ds fpread fipries of ^ Am^ri(^ 

.6 hardfhips 



414 AJO'U»*«£YtOF»l»Hit ' 
liardlliipB to keep lbcSt peoj^'fcoii^^ 4^ 

fitt of WtsMlerihg, whSnh Ij^ttads iJt»-t(»^ 
gioB from ^ey tO'^flUeyvdeftrves^te^ 
fmgbt.Wf^ great dtHge&«ew- tn mom firmb' 
ful countries, the remoYal of one,' Vt^ 
makes room for tl^e fuccefCon of another r 
1)ut in the -Sl?^;^/4?j, &e lofs 6f atf ii^a- 
bitant leaTes % lasting vactiity; iyt nolnkly 
}3om in any other pans of the troitd >«^ 
choqfe this country ibr fait fefidence; 
and an Ifiand once depopulated i;rSti temahi 
a deferti as long as the prefehfit fadHty <>f, 
trayf^ ^iye$ every onci who is flifcontented 
and unfettled, the choice of his abode* 

Let it be ioqubed, Whetb^ 4^ 6tfh ia- 
tentioii of thofe who are flattering, /tfp 
^thevfkg, and coUedting a floc^ tfa8t:<they 
nay tijce their €|ght, be.toattam-good. 
Of to jftroid; e^fl; It'they. ate iR$atif- 

* fied 



M with 4:lM^vpatt of^th6 gltiire, wbi^llKiif 

iHtth hae 4BiUdtted them, and teicAtt we «y 
Mvfc withbut tlie pl^afure« bf fcappicr ^i- 

qribn4aesy and Aoaimry fiekte; imd l^agf^nt 
9tfl<k0»j I fkno^ not by tf^itt do^nisfiQ^ 
^ey- can ht perAiadcdj ot b^ 'wtitx. elfeti 
iM^ t;i!i be Ikittid to ftaf . •< 
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; But ff they we dtiftn from their ^*f*ft 

:#tKi f enove thtt« gricvkM^Ss and ^pftitt 
thfiir refentmefit ; fince, if tlkey luite beeh 
hiitherto undutiful fubjeftsr they will not 
JOiuGiiisnend their lyrindpies hf AmtAcAh 



^ To illure tfeeift lato the »*y, ^ t^» 
^thought iHToper'to mdttlgie them tadue con- 
^JttDtaiiae of thttrtutioa&l iirefs« tf dm 
coBos^ffiofii QDoid Iiavfi nsy efib^ «t siig^ 
-«ftfiI)T hettadr* iTbat diffinuiituiit of aq^ 
I .-? t pearance> 



difttna from the refb ef the naticm^ tai^tOS 
difincline them from coaldcing with the 
Pcn^hdniaks ' dr people' of.* Cohne^icuL 
If the rcflifutioti df their arms will recon- 
cile them to their couritrjr, let them have 
again thofe weapons^ which will liot be 
more milchievous at home thian in' the Gol($^ 
nies. That they may not fly from the 
increafe of rent, I know not whether the 
general good does hot require that the land« 
lords he^ for a time, reftrained in thtrir de^ 

mands, and kept quiet by penfiooi propor*, 

, .,..1. ••••» 

tionate to their Ipfs. 

'. . ' ■ 

To hinder infurre£lion by driving away 
the people, and to govern peaceably, by 

having no fubje£l:8, is an expedient that 

♦" • , ' ' • ' 

argues' no great profundity of politicks. 
To fdften the obdurate, to convince the 
miftaken, to mollify the refentful, are wor- 
thy of a fiatefman j but it affords a legilla- 
tor little felf-applauf« to poniid^r^ that 

y hcrtf 
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Whdre t^re waa formerly an iDfurrttdioD^ 
thcx€ i« now a wildcroefs« 

It had been a queftioii ofteii agitated 
without folutioni why thofc northern regi- 
ons are now fo thinly peopledt which fot^ 
merly overwheliaed with their armie;« the 
Roman empire. The queftion fuppofes what 
I beliere is not true, that they had once 
more inhabitants than they eould maintain, 
and overflowed only beeaufe they were full. 

This is to eflimate the mani^rs of all 
countries and ages by our own. Migration^ 
while the date of life was uftfettled^ and there 
was little communication of intelligence be*' 
tween diftant places, was among the wilder 
tiations of Europe, capricious and cafuaU 
An adventurous projeftQr heard of a fertild 
coaft unoccupied, and led out a colony ; a 
chief of renown for bravery, called the young 
men together, and led them out to try 
what fortune would prefent. When Cssiar 

* QL^ was 



M^t zIR < &^i ke- fiwrxd the Hdlretkftc^rlicafi* 

a flop to their motion^. They fettled again 
111 tneir own country,, where they were .1q 
ar from wanting room, that they had ac- 
ctiibiulated 'three years provifion for tWr 
fiiarcm 

^^^hfe jiejigioaof the North wasr wiiiltaiy^^ 
iif jtlhey iCQuld not findi enemies, ^ ifwufcthelc 
diit|r,iQ?inake tbetn i they travelled iii^ quefl 
of dain^ex,; and willmgly took the chaftett 
qB Empiie or Death. -If their- trofcp'S k^v& 
iiumeroUsy the countries from ^^hich^th^ 
TOerc.c0lle£led arc df vaft extent, -and twthu 
out ioauqh exuberance of people: gre^t aitf 
$M€& tnay be raifed where cttry^ maaUi 
1^ i^ldift'. But then: tjcue ^nUmbers ; *«» 
never known. TiK)fe. who were conquered 
by ihcm ^are their hiftoriaris, and fhame 
may hate excited them to fay, that they 
were overwheh^ed with miiltitudesV To 
Cpiiirt is a modern pradice/ the 'ancient 

' method- 

■> 
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WESTERN lSE^i«t>*,^ &f(i. Af 
rinthod wasita ^guds^ anfd tt^h^ ^iumt^iK 

Thus England has for ieveral years pech 
iiiled with the atchievements of feyentv 
thouland Highlanaers- employed; in ^/7?^r 
nt:^. I have heard from an Englifli ojpcer^ 
not much inclined to favour them, that 
|hcir behavioiir defef ved a very h%h degr^rf 
Qf i^iilitAry praife; but their numbeir bals 
\f^x\ much exs^geiated. One jdF the miiii^ 
H^g told met that ieveiaty thou&iidi mdtt 
f^ould not have boen i^ound in all the High** 
landsi and that moi-e than twelve thou£ind 
nj^ver took the field* Thofe that went to 
the American War, went to defiro^tidn* 

Of the old Highland regiment, confiiting di 

• • . . . 

twelve hundred, only feventy*fix furvived 
tO' fee their country again. 

' The Gothick fvvarmS have at Jeaft b^ca 
jtxultiplied with equal liberality. That thejr 
bore no great proportion to the inhabitants,in 

whpfe countries tb«y fettled,^ is '{dain fron^ 

0^2 the 
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f he paucity of riortliertf vTotAi ftdW fyxHiiA 
fa fJic prdvinCilil langu&gc^. Tlieir codtii 
^try was not dcfcrtcd for Want of room; 
|j5<^u£jj if, was cq«cre4 with forcfts dt 
laft, extent ; and the firft cfFe£t of pleni- 
tilde., of inhabitant? is tHc deftrudlion of 
,w<Qod. As. the Europeans fpread ovtxAm^ 

r * - ' • * . . - 

jnfc^, th^.J^dis^^^^^ gfadually l^d m\t^. ^^^ 

I would not be underftood to fay, that, 
neccuity had never any part in tneir expe- 
ditions. * A nation,^ whofe agricuttiM^''*ls 



Scanty of tihfkilfulj may he driven out^^^ 
'ramme: 'A nktk>D of huntm may hiVe l^- 
haufted their game* I only affirm thaf f he 
northern regions were not, when their ir- 
Fuptions Tuhdued the RomaEte, 6verjieo^!§d 
with regard to their real extent of terntH^, 
and power of fertility, lii a countiy''fiSuy 
inhabited, however afterward laid waftet 
evident marks will remain of its former 
ijpopuloufnels. But of Scandinavia and Cer* 
MAny^ nothing is ktown but that as we 

6 - > tracp 



iWWfe^ theic jftate upward* ipito ^tiqyuit)^, 
^jcji groua4 .was le^«. - .- 



'«'«'V* 



That caufes very different from waiit bf 

♦ -■•''*. '. '^ 

room may produce a jgene/kl diipofitlott^ 
feek another country is apparent froni ttie 

prefent conduft of the Highlanders, wKb 

' - . • ... 

jire in fome places ready to threaten a -ftif 51 
feceflioQ* The numbers which have al- 
ready gone, though like other nufabcra 
they may be magnified, are very great, ai|4 
fuch as if they had gone together and 
{igreed upon any certain fettleq[i€nt, ^^S^' 
Jjyir^ founded an independent gpyfrijmcnt 
in the deptjis of the weftern continent. Nor 

' . . « * 

?re they only the loweft and moft indir 
geQt; many men of confiderable v^ealth 
iiave taken V7ith then;! their train of la-: 
j^urers and dependants ; an4 if they con? 
|inuc the feudal- fcheme of pblityf may 
efial)liih new clans in the other hemifphere* 

<^3 ^ ..That 






93fx .4A X<O0»^£Y VDCXITH £ 

ffim'llims- 6t ma^e '^dcttce ' and ' Icfif 
?^a(^ ^liW Icept ^ tiidt Vaffais unaittoSi 
fi^riif^d? ' * ' 0ok Raajb 6<ily diii toati ftaS 
B'^et4'"'fiSltt^(9] itif at'Co/there was lio y^tk 

ti)!|b'a^5r:' ■'''=■■•■' ■■'''-•''■•■ '■• •■■■ ■•^"''■■'^' 

Th? traveller whd ^btoea lilttef ''^e«{ 




wonder that a common Highlander has np 
ftroncr adherence to his native foil ; for of 

* - -. • J • . .'. \ s . ' f 1 . . f ' -» ' I M Li • 

anioial, enjoyments^ or of phyfical good| hje 
leavp^s , nothing that he may not find agaii:i 
^herefoever he may be thrown. 






'^ ' llie tabitationa of men In the Hehrides 
may be dininguifhed into huts and houti^s. 
sij'^T^ouJe^ I mean a btiilding with bri$ 
•ftory . over another j by a huU a dwelling 
jvjl^ Qnly one floo^:^ The Laird, who for-r 



V^n and -th£;. Myiii^^ h^ve^;,<59|gn«io^ 

ftr^ger Hnds a av^<h^^ -ai^^ilpithef^qtt^cjii 
^ils of externtuqatipg..,'%^f5[i^i?,<paa^.i)^ 
added the unavoidable ceflation,,pJ^^bpfjg|. 
tality, or the devolution of too heavy a 
^ur^ea on the IVlin^ikps. 



♦ .'t • 



,"^ •■'•'- r >■ V • » ' f , *■•,'•/-' 



Of the hoiifes little can be fai^* Hiey 
are fmall, anS by the neciSflity of ^ccumu- 
la ting llores, where there are 10 few oppor- 
tunities of purcKafe, ttie' rooms' arc^vefy 
hetero^neoiifly filledl With want of cfeih- 
linefs it were ingratitude to reproach tnem. 



J ' ■ " • • \. ' • ill"* 



^ The fervants having been hred upon the 
naked earth, think every floor clean^^jind 
the quick fuccepfion of guefts, |)?rhaps not 
always over-elegant, does aot ^llow much 
-time for adjufting their apartments. 






The w^|l of a common Jiut is . always 
t>u{It Without mortar, by a fkilful adaptation 
^Qf loofe uones. Sometimes perhaps a double 
'wall of ftones is raifed, arid the intcrme- 

diate fpace filled with earth. The air it 

- .. '. ^ «-'vJ • , : • * ■ ••-:• 

' thus completely excluded. -Some wall? 

ate, Itlxinkj formed of turft, held toge* 

ther by a wattle, or texture of twigs. 

'Of the' iiieanert hut^, tte firft toohi is 

IJghted by the filitrance; ^ncl* the fecond by 

■" the fmofte-liole.' The 'fire is ufiiaMy tiiade 

In the middle. But thete are huts, or 

• ■••♦■•»'••- >• '. ■'. 

dwellings, of only one ftory, inhabited'by 
gentlemen, ' which have walls cemented 
with taortarji glafs windows, and boarded 
iloors. Of thefe all have chimneys, and 
'^ ioiiie ehimneys "have grates. 



< >■ 



• The houfe and the fun^lture are iiQt 
alvfkys rfioely foiled. We were driven 

"'•^ once. 



i . -* #* 
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<6iice, hfml'^g a psftg*? t8P«h«'fe<iiof a 
gentleman, where/ ^fter^ a'^^C^^RWhil 
fupper, when I was conduced to my cham- 
ber, . I found an elegant bed of Inclian cot- 
ton, fpread with fihq flie^ts. The accom- 
modatioa was flattering ; I undreflcd oiyfelf* 
and felt my feet in the mire. .^The bed 

r » w -. - , I -, _ 

r . . f • I ' * • ' J t * J 

|tood upon the bare earth, which a long 
courfe of rain hacj foftened to a puddle. 



•<•«■'' » . *. X 
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In paftoral count;ries the con^itioQ of the 
|oweft rank of people js fufficieiitly Tvyetch* 
ed* Among manufadurerss niea that have 
no property may have art and ioduftry, 
which make them neceffary, and therefore 
valuable. . But where . flock$ and corn arc 
the only wealth, there, are always m6re 
hands than work, and of that work there 
is little in which fkill and dexterity caii be 
much diftinguiflicd. He theref<}re who i» 
born poor n«v«r can be rich* /IV foa 
pierely o<xupie« the tdace of thb JfiMihtfri aa4 

life 



The petty tenants, and labounng pea- 
lantSy live in oiiferable cabins, which affora 
i!tm\ littlf.npjqre thiwi .ifeeller fjcpiUfithe 
i^)»i»s;, . ,'The, Boor of "^ana^y is j5ii4-,M 
lA^ia^ Allh^ cm^ ^Jt^nfil^, , , In fhf Hfbri4m. 

'^todt .of >WW¥i kaves; %iir no ,. maiBriftJfl* 
•SliflPfi W<f j; pfobsiUy content < wM^l i AlcHr> W?;^ 

«Dd ik^. <itan >s^ord ithieii. 

^ Their food is not better than their loag- 
ing. Their feldorh tafte the flem of land 
ahimals ; For here are no markets, *' whal 
each man eats is from his own ftock; 'Hffi 
gr^at effba of money is to bi-e& propertjT 
ihto fmall parts. ' In to#ns, he ttiat'hiri 
billing may have a piece of meat J but 
^nere there is no comftietce, no mail tit 
<at mUt'toh biitiy killing a Ihcep. ^' ^ 
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IKfh in fak^^c^tiid^ 
but, I believe, man never lives^tlMlg^^MF 
fiib, but by conflraint ; he will rather fygd 
upoa ro^ts and berries. ^ r - 

The only fewl oP the Iflanili'^^ii ^atl> 
Their wood is all conftimedi afld coatlfcuy^ 
have not yet fbund, Pfeat- fo 4^ '«a%<^ 
^c mkrflies, from the d^pth of one>fodS W 
thbt of fix. That is accounted the >beflr 
wMch is nfeareft the furface* ItiappieaYS tdl^ 
bea thafs of Wadk^arth held togrtfecr 4^ 
vegetable fibres. I know not whetbtti* tlKB 
earth, be bituminous, or whether the fibres 
Ige not the pnlyjCXfinbuftible part; whicht 
t)y hfatinjj^ the ^interpofed earth red hot, 
^fklf^c a burning mafs., ,The heat is r^ot 

very< ftrorig upr lafting. The v ?i(he5, are 
yellQwiiht a,qd in a large quautity. Wh.ea 
they dig peat> they cut it into fquare pieae% 
^d pile it. up to dry befide.the houfe, Jn 
forae. places it has an, oflfei^jvic fmell. It 

- * * - < . •• • . » 

}9 Hke wood charkcd for the fmith. The 

common 
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4d^iiibiiP4d«rho4 ef iBiakiJ3||^ /peat: fireti ii 
¥^ Ittaffiflgtitroii dm bettrtb ; but it btvm^ 

foufed. 

-l^Tht c€«wiion opinion is,' that peat gifdws 
agam^iK^herfc it h^s been ' ci|t ; ii^ich» as il 
ftkiHt to be cliiefiy a vegetable fubftance; 
fe libt uhlikely to be troe> whether ]^wf| 

ot liot 'to fifxdfewte relate' • - • / 

^ ' There are watei^ mills m S^ky and ^^/j/S*^ 
luiHvlierd they are too far diftant, the 
libufe-Wivfcs grind their oats with a qticrif, 
or liahd-mill, which eonfifts of fwo ftdfees, 
about a foot and a half iti diamerer," t!»5 
lower is a little convex, to which ^tfe 
concavity of the upper muft be fitted, I|j 

the middle of the lippei* ^ilofi^ k a rouni) 
'h(ble,and on one fide is a Icmg haxH^. The 

grinder fhedi^ the corn gradnaily iiuo.ctiie 
"tide with dn^ hand, and Worka the iiaiid]e 
' roiitid > v^ ^h dther* . The ^oom Bkfab 

down 



iowft ^e ccffitvQsitf of the domKijilc«e,-{M;^|, 
by the motion of •ibr upper jsigrpitit^iit i^ 






The lihndaafibrd fewpIfaiittRW^ ^fcpt 
|o the hacdy ^Kinfmaii, imho. can f i«a4« |^ 
moor and climb the m^m^in. Tbf;.4i^ 
fiance^ of me family &Gm At^bRVf*}^ jk 
country where ipraveUing has fo inuch 4f&? 
culty, makes frequent intercourfe imprac-* 
tic^bk. Yifita laft fever^l . day&9 and^ are 
commonly pai4 l?y water; yet I.neyer f?^^ 
>tbQ^ furniXhfd witj^i b^nahesi or made 
coQUQCMliom \ar ^wf addition to the firft 
fabrick. Conven^enpi^s ai^c Qot mii^<^d where 
tlney ncTCT were enjoyed* » , : 

The. £i^a«e whkh tlie bagpipe Qisx.giyv% 
they have lofig>ieRJQyedt hiaf jMQQQg other 
changcBi whkh the hQi:rfffQhjitipi»ryvi^^ 
tDodttced) the ufe of the b^l^ipc (bc^ina. io 
be forgotten^ ; ^nxie of th^.cbiii^f fioaU^ 



mhetOttinqi aipiper^ ndifsSi office i«ra»-ffi^ 

^'i-i '<! "'r. .< •-..•■ ■ ■■■■''' "•.;.. "'r. ! ■• ., i' •j.'j/l"-'/ 

Trhete brfs bocia in %^ faejtdrid all tiik«vof 
marioi^, r boUege of tJi^r^s, tma«i* 'ffi^ 

perintehded by Rankin, which ^:t;^^ 
about fixtecn years ago. To thefe collets, 
wiiile tiie pipe retained its honour, the. 
ftuqents of mufick repaired for education*, 
I nave had my dinner exhilarated by thet 
agpipe, at ArmidaU^ at Duiwegan^ and 
ill 6/. 



JM V. „ 



.? 



The general conyerfation pf the Iflandert, 
has nothing' particular. I did not n^^^ 
iiiih the inquiAtivenefs^ of which > I have 
read, and.fufpeA the judgment to ha^e 
Been r^ly made. A ftrapger of curiofUy;. 
^^uoes into 4 pli^ce where a flranger is fel<- 

dom 






\V Ei STE RK ; 1 1 E lt« 0S? 1&£ i^- 
d^mlbeat- tie iJtifiom|iie$< ihe' peli^«rt^ 

which they» having h&d them always be^. 

^n4i^fulr iHe^pe^rs to thema¥ke)foitii 
hdkig^ anothi^ tmi^, : ami then tittnka^it 
B?c^^|i*r thaj j^y |;a$&c4h«i)rr.tterii ^liod 
qujre .Mrheu^e he wme^ aad Whithte :lM 



\ 1 . tr ^ • 



^c Iflands were long unfvirnl(hcd 
with inftrudion for youth, and none jb^ 
the fons of gentlemen could have any lij:e| 

rature. There are now pafochial fchools^ 
to which the lord of every manor 0iaj<* a 
certain llipend. Here thechildrea are taught 
to read ; but by the rule of their intui- 
tion, they teach only Englijhy (6 that ih^ 
natives read a language which they may 
never ufe or underftand. If a pari(h» wkick 
ofteii happens, contains feveral Iflands, the 



: iV"^C 



fchool being but^ iii one, cannof affift the 



i».:^.v^ 



±im A JOU*.Nfcr TO Titt 
«vir> w mene eoUigMcat<l thsa fepe«tlwr) 

pronrawat, tnmsU evrry year <m foot irree 
te H^hfawdft to the feffioii at Akadttmt 
and at hit return, daring the vacatiaa# 
tfcaches to read and write iii hia nativity 

lOand. 

• ■ ■ ■•'.•. 

in: <Si/ there ate twogratnitiar {chtitlktr- 
whete boarders are taken to be regidarly '"> 
«diie«ted. The pric6 of board h fttm threfi > 
pounds, to four pounds ten fiitUidgs a 
year, and that of inlh-udion is half acixnfa. 

ft 

a;quarter. But the fcliolaf^ are birds d 
pftflagei who live at fchool only in ^ 
fufflmers for in winter provifion$ cannot 
be made for any confiderable number lA 
one place. This periodical difperfiori im- 
pre£SM ftroagly the fcarcity of tbeie coun^ 
tries* 

I heard 



kdied newmr thasi JEnmwJi, 1 f iipfKlfe thck 
educfttioa it geBenlly domtftick; Tbi eUhsr* 
daugkterrof the higiier fifcfBi^ Ire fent 
into the wcnrld, and may cooirtbiite bj 
their acquifitionfT to the imprcnrement of 
thercft.' •'■ - ' .' ' " 



« • >■ V .•,"•:■ -^s: 



Women muft here ftudy to be either 
pleafing or ufefuU Their deficiencies arc 
feliom fupplied by very liberal f(^tune8. A 
hundred poufida;i9 m portion beyond the 
hope of any but the Laird's daughter. They 
do'^not iode^ often ghe money with their ' 
daiighter^; the qne0i(M is, How many 
cp*r« a young lady will bring her hufband« 
A rich maiden has from leti to forty ; but 

two cows are a detent fortune for one who 

>. 

pretends to no diilindidn. 

» • - ,it 

t 

: The religion of the IHands is that ofthe 
Kirk of Scotland, "th^ gentlemen witfi 
whom I converfed are all inclined to the 

* R Ef^li/h 






JEfgf/^ lit^irgyi but Achate <*^iji^.t^ 
makxi^Q. flfiB eft^liUihed Mioiftert aik4 Um( 
CDiintnr if too p@or t<^ nfforxl payment, ta 

2^othf rn^ frho 0iaft live tirlioUy on t^ c^j^f 

« ' '- ' ' . - . ■ 

t^ibutieaof iis aud^na^ : 

They therefore all attend the worfiiip of 
the Kirky as often as a vifit from their Mir 
xufter, or the pradicability of travelling 
gives them opportunity ; nor have tl^,^y 
reafon to jcompUin of infufficient pailori^ 
for I favf not one iijbthe lOands, whqn^Ijf^ad 
^cafon to think either ^cnci^nt iji lejaLtmft^ 
or irregular in Ufe j but fpund iever^ virfl 

whom I couW not wnyerfe without Tyjlijir 
ing, as my reipe^ ipc^^Q^^fed^ that jh^yr i^^ 
laot been Prefbyxeriaas*, ._ » 

. , * - • ' * 

The ancient rigour of pBritaQifm is «oo^ 
very much relaxed, though all are not yet 
'equally enlightened. I .fometixnes tmet 
tdth pri^udioes fuiiciently malignant* byt 

Miniflers 



» N' 



Mintfiiers in tl>e lilf^icjs had attained ^ch 
faibt^Iedge as rfiay juftly be a^riiii^ed iii 
nieii, ^lio have no motive to fhidyi* but 
gcttprwis curiolity, or, what is AiH better, 
defire of ufefulnefs ; with fuch politenefs 
as fo narrow a circle pf converfe could^ot 
have fuppliedi but to minces liaturally diC- 

pofed to el^g^nce. 

• • • , ' 

Rjfcafon and tru^h will prevail at laft. , 
\rhe moft learned of the Scottilh Dolors 
Would now gladly admit a form of prayer, 
if the people would endure it. The zeal 
or t^ge of congregations has its different 
degrees, tn fome pj^riKhes the Lord^s Prayer 
is riifffered : in others it is ftlU rcjeded as a 
form ; and he that fhould make it part of 
his fupplication would be fufpedled of h^re- . 
tical pravity. 

'The principle upon which extemporary 
prayer was originally introduced, is ijo 
lohger admitted. The Minifter fQrnaiBrly, 

R 2 in 
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in the effilfion df hie prayei^^ exp^^ed |av 
mediate, and perhaps perceptible in{j^5^*' 
tion, and therefore thought it his duty 
ifl«^ to think befbre what he &©aild fayi r It 
isr TiCfw iinivcfMly confeffed, that -mta 
jrfiy as they fpeak on d&itr occifioasj 'ac* 
cbrdtrig *to the getieral meafiiire'tof ftl^ 
abilitidd and attainments. ' Whatever efaah 
may think of a formt prefcribed by^ aniS 
thfer, he cannot but belkw that he '^ofiii 

hlmfelf compofe by fttidy and me3itat%ti"« 

» , - 

better prayer than Will rift in hisftaind^at 
a fudden call ;f and if he has any hoj[^- ^ 

« 

fupernatural help, why may he not as-t^SH 
receive it when he writes as ' V^^h^i ' 'lie 
fpeaks? 






In th€ variety of nwntal pawez:^^, fp^ 

muft perform extempoxary .pra|r«f ^:^(4|^ 

much , iipiperfedion ; and in the eag;cr;wfe 

♦ and rafhnefs. of coiitradi|^ory ppjpiflgg, 

if puWick liturgy be. left to the 'P^r^ 

vate- judgmertt of: evcuy Minifieri^ . . tie 

/ congre* 
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congregation aaay often be ofESndecf or 
nrilled. 



'(. * 



* * Thene is in Scotland) as among durfelvieft, 
a reftlcfa fufpick>a <rf,pQpi{h maehijo^lion^^ 
and a. clamouir of numerous cony^a tq tlxe 
Roftiiilb. religion^ Th^ report is, . I beJigy^^ 
iii both parts of the ,ljlapd equally .f^lf^ 

TfattRomiflb religion is profeflijd ^ly in 
£^ indiCannay two. fmall iflanda.) iQtx) 
whicb tijfce Reformation i?eyer madjj Ji;t? 
way. If any miffionaries arebwfy in, the 
fiighlandS) their s^eal entitles them to re^- 
^^, even;>.firom tljpfe. yrho. cannot tl^nk 
favourably cjf their doftrine. , . . 



• - • ♦ ^ 



The political tenets of the Iflanders I 
'^vis not curious to inveftigate, and they 
Wei'e not eager to obtrude. Iliek cohwr- 

Tattoh is decent and inofferifiveJ «. They dil>- 
diaih to drink for their principles, and there 
is5 ho dlfaffetkion at thcit tables* I ftever 
^ard a health offered by a Highlander that 
• i/ '. R 3 might 



i\iS k JOVAVIEY to THE 

itiiglit hot have ciixUlattJd with bttJpMety 
vrithfn theprecmifts of tlie King's p^^ -- 



t / • » • '• 




' £e^l -goVcrritneiit his ^ti fdtoitMh^' cf 

.novelty 10 which they carihbt J^fetfe^ 

\^tm*l - 'n^ ancient fpirit that applied 

MtHilytt>rtb«'fwor4i is y^t aijaong them. IV 

ttmnt pf Sca^i ati tfland bel09^i^;,to 

'Maodon^d, took^no care to bfiAg hk i^cs ; 

* #faetx» the knidlord talked of exa:£ktng^ p$f- 

i Ihebti . he <deckred his r&folutioh t^ ke^iJ^s 

groiind^ .an4 drive all Intruding iroQi:.|the 

, Iflandt and continued to feed his cat^e .as 

on his own Hmd^ till it b6pam6 ntceHSkxyf.^ 

the Sheriff to dillodge him by violence. 



» J 



THe various kinds^f iuperfiitidb '«^h 
prevailed herC) as in all other tegik3M>of 
{gnoratice, are by the di^igeftce of 4liie^Mi- 
fiifterft almoft extirpated. -./ 






Of Brawny^ mentioned by Martin, no- 
thing has been heard for many years* 

Bronjonnf 
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i^ro^ny waa, a .ftmr4y laity j:^wJiq,,J^;J^ 

iaidi do a great deal of work. They oow 
pay him no wag€ia» aiid are; .^^jtl^ £q^ la** 
Wur for themfelves. 



» • « ■ • * » , ■*♦ 



la rre?j*r, within thefe tliffee-iand^elflrfjr 

years, tttilk was put ^vtry ^altilrdiiy * ibr 

Greogaeh^ pr the Old Mm nmth tht iMg 

Beard. Whether Greogacb was ims^A 

as kind, or dreaded as terrible, whether 

thoy meantj by giving him the mil^:lo 

obtain good, or. avert evil, 1 was not iji- 

formed. The Minifter h now living- fcy 

' Whom the pradice was aboliflbied, 

. ■ ..'■,- 

They have flill among them a great 

i»;i|i9bi3C of channt for the cure of different 

:^fej(iee ; tbcy arc ^1 mvocatiotu, perhaps 

^ttanfmitted to them from the tin^ea of ^^ 

pery, which iricreafing knowledge will 

bring into difufe. 

They have opinions, Ivhich cannot be 
ranked with fuperftition, becaufe they re- 

R 4 gard 
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gard "bnif ' natnral efftdti. ThSf\ eStpeft 
better crop^'of gwtini b^ fi^Wingithiir ^fetd 

t 

K 

ill the moon's iiicrt&feJ Tlit lioott'has 

• gt'eat ihfltieiiee in volgar ' philbfdpHiy. '%a 
my menioty it was a precept annually jgit^ti 
in one of the Engti/h Almanacks, to Ml 
hogs ^when the moon was incrta^fg^ isiui 
the bacon would prove' the betters. An 

• boilings '\ •/: 

We ihonld have had little claim to the 

jpraife of curipfity > if we had not endeayp,ur- 

cd with. particular attention to e?camiw the 

. queftion of the Second Sight. Of aaopi- 

: nion received for centuries, by a whole; nz- 

\ tion» atid fuppoTed to be confirmed thrqiigh 

•ita. whole defeent, by a feries of fuccf^Ifive 

fads» it is defirable that the truth fhould 

be eftabliflied, or the fallacy detedled. 

The Second Sight is an ifi^preilion .;^de 
either by the mind upon the eye, or by the 
eye upon the mind^ by which things diAant 
or future are perceived^ and feen as if they 

were 
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wer« preftijt. A^man oa ajgiuxney.fv 
ftorabofxic falia from bis hodk, anotljiefy 
wfaQ is perlups at wc^k. about the bpufc, 
iees him bkediog t>a the groundt pom- 
monly with a landfcape of the place where 
the accident befalls him. Another feetf 

'A 

driving home his cattle, or wandering ^n 
idlenefsi or muiing in the funihine^ is 
fuddenly furprifed by the appearance of a 

> 

bridal ceremony, or funeral proceffion, and 
counts the mbufriers or attendants, of 
whom, if he knows them, he relates the 
names, if he knows *<hem not, he -can 
defcribe the drefles. Things diftant are 
feen at the inftant when they happen. Of 
things future I know not that there is amy 
rule for determining the time between the 
Sight and the event. 

ft 

This receptive faculty, for power it can- 
not be called, ■ is neither Voluntary nor 
conftant. The appearances have no de- 
pendence upon choice : they cannot be 

' ■ fuminonedf 
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^ By the term Second Sight % feew to {|j§ 
j3Gbei^nt a tQode; of feeing^ fiipGra4ded to that 
^hich. I^ature genersJIy baftows* /iR^.thif 
Earfe it is called Taifch \ which figaifies 
likewife a fpe£i:re> or a viflon. I know 
^0(9 vm k '^ likely that the Highlanders 
ever escaouQe^ whether by Taifch^ uied 
^Se4;mui, Sight f they mean the power of 
Ceeiogj QT the thing feen. 

• ■ » 

I do not find it to be trqet a$ itisxe* 

jpprted, th?it ,tO the Sec(m^ JSigbt .ojothb^ 

is prefented but phantom&.of evil^ f^OQd 

feems to have the fame px9pQrtiq|i iij tht^e 

yifionary fcenesy as it obtaio^ in real lji&: 

aimoft all remarkable eye^it^ hqye ^il for 
their bafis ; and are either miferies incur* 

> Tfid, , QK .iBJiferies ^ib^pe4. (Ht fe^fe i« fo 
, mvK^ JarQfitS$ii.9f; vrl^t, w^ lu#eri i^mp^ 

what 



ttahat we esi^fr tlutt tfae- ki«Sl« o^ p»a pf^ 

recdledioa but a revival of vexatidoib^ -of 
hiilory but a record of wars, trealbns, aad 
eal&mities ! Death, ivhich ts d6tifitiere<l as 
the gr«ateft evil, haip^petki t&- affl. 'Aie 
grcateft good, be it what it wifF, is the hi 
biit of a part. "^ 



-^ . 



That they {hould ofteft 1^ 'death is tb be 
^KfeQxd ', beeaufd 4«at^ -h Aa event fr'fr- 

ijueht aad ImpdTtanti But &Jy4ee lili^* 

I 

wife more pleafitig incidents. Agentlri* 
man told me, that when he had once gone 
far from his own' Ifla'dd, one of his labour^ 
ingfervants prddidted hisTeturn, afiid d^ 
fcribcd the liveiy of his attendant, which 
he had nevtef wdrn at home ; and ^hich 
had been, without any pttviotfs defigiif 
occafionally given him, ^ 

Our defife of ibf^m^tibn WM keea^ 4M 

nefs 
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ucft and gaiety made every bpdy commu- ' 

nicative ; and wei heard many tales of th'cfc 

affy fliov^s, witli more bif Tfefs evidence and* 

d!fiina»j^^^ • ; ■ - 

■' . i I <■ . »• r. "J • ♦ » * r r 

It is the common talk of the Lowland ; 
ScotSf^ that the notion of the Second Sight 
iV \*rearing kway with other fuperftitions ; 

and that its reality is no longer fuppofed, 

/ ... 

biitby the grofleft people. 'How far its 
prevalence iever extended, or whait gtound 
it has loft, I know not. The Iflanders of 
all degrees, whether of rank or underftarid* 
ing, univerfally admit it, except the Mini- 
fters, who univerfally deny it, and ard 
fufpe£ted to deny it, in confcquence of a 
fyftem, againft corividion. One of theni 
hoiieftly told me, that he came to Sky with 
a refolution not to believe it. 

* ^ 

Strong reaibns for incredulity will readily 
feccur. This fadulty of feeing things out 

of fight 16 local, end commonly ufirfefs; ;-It 

, ... , • 

1? 
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■•■-•■.■ '^V^ 

is a, breach pf th?, common or^er of .thing?^ 
'withoiit any yifible reafpn or perceptible 
benefit. It is Scribed only to a. pepple, 
very little enlightened ; and among the«^ 
for the mod part, to the mean and the 

i|;aorant. 



» ,- v% 



To the confidence of thefe pbjedions if 
n>ay be replied,, that by prefuming.tp, de- 
termine what is fit. and what is beneficial., 
tjiey prefuppofe more knowledge of the 
univerfal fyftem than man h^s attained; 
and therefore depend upon principles too 

complicated and extenfive for our com- 

* '• ' • , • ' • :.:c 

prehenfion j and that there can be no fecur 
rity in the confequence, when the premife^ 
are not underftood ; that the Second Sight 
is only wonderful becaufe it is rare, for^ 
confidered in itfelf, it involves no mpr§ 
difficulty than dreams, or perhaps than the 
r^uiar exercife of the fiogitativcvfaciiliy ; 
$]iata geaeral opinion of com^diunicati^e 
impulfeSf o^ yifiooary reprQfeolsatik)as9 ^h%^ 

prevailed 



i5* A^&x^kiSf^ri^^i^^ii''^ 

pkfiitvilir'rtiGsLiices'hmk Bbeh'giveii/ Until 
ft^h- cividen^e^ as nekber -JSi^^off nor '^aj'/^ 
^s'biee^ ' iMe to teM; that fudden im- 
l^tffibns, "-wHich the event has verifie^i 
have bceri ftlt by more than own or publ^ 
them; liiat the Second Sight of the Jffir- 
tridt's ttnplies ont jr the local frequency of a 
T^dwer, which is nowhere totally unkncmrL; 
ikiid tliaif where we are unable to decide by 
iiitec6dent reafon, we muft be content to 
yie^d to the force of teftiniony. 



■> ■ ^ 1 V « 



By pretention to Second Sights no profit 
sifu ever fought or gained/ It id an ittvq-* 
(laniaiy affie&ion, in which neither ' h6pt 
nov fear are known to ' have aiiy ' part. 
-Thofe^ who profefs to &a i W dor flbt-'tiBgft 
;Cjf it w a jwrivilege, nor ure cbnfidit^d by 
19di^r$ as adrafitageonfly ^ diftinguiihea. 
(Tfe^y have -n<^ temj^Jtatlon to feign ; ind 
their hearere havt no xnotiVe to encourage 
the iflnpofture. . . - - 

s r To 



. To talk witib mj^f ibele fc^%^ ip>0t.s(^i 
There i9 one living, m ^fy^js»tfeuWbw| 
wf would bavcigladly jconvetfedfiv^ujif^ 
yf9,» yery grof$ and.igopra^t,,ai»d Jcq^.9# 

Englifljf The prppoitiott w.,^he^ ppuor 
tries of the poor tp thf?. rjchri^ ^uclf^ jtjjaf 
i£ we fupfofe the quality l;^ b^ jaccidq^t;^ 
it, can very ^rarely, happ^ji |9 ,;^„flawi ^ 
edttfiatioo; and yet on. |u^h, jf^^^^ii:,)^ 
ibinetimes fallen. There is now a.Slecmid 
Sighted gentleman in the Highl^p^i j^^^ 

complains of the terrors to ^wh^cl^i, ^!^,}^ 
expofed. 



, . , > I 4 •' 



The forefight of the Seei^ is jiQt always 
preicience:: they ^e iqi^pr^d. i/^ilh inags^ 
of which the preiEit ciui^ly jfhe^s t|^^ th& 
otf^anin^^ They, tell wliat they have. fiMb 
tocrthierst who. are at thai ^ titneiiot mete 

• , * • * 

knowing . than themiebes, : hut may iio- 
ix>me at l^ft.vf^a^ec^t^ witiisflea^ by 
poiQpsjring the narrativ^^^tii. ila veis^ 

cation. .: t-J-t./.-.: :>.>: 

•T' To 
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To colled fufficieilt teftimonies for (he 
fatisfadtion of the publick, or of ourfelves, 
would have required more time than we 
could beftow^ There i8, againft it» the 
fceming analogy of things confufedly feen, 
and little underftood ; and for it» the 
indiftindl cry of national perfuafion, which 
laoay be perhaps refolved at laft. into preju- 
dice and tradition. I never could advance 
my curiofity to convidion ; but came away 
at laft only willing to believe. 

As there fubfifts no longer in the Iflands 
much of that peculiar and difcriminative 

• form of life, of which the idea had delighted 
our imagination, we were willing to liften 
to fuch accounts of pafl times as would be 
given us. But we foon found what memo- 
rials were to be expeded from an illiterate 

•people, whofe whole time is a feries of di- 
ftrefs ; where every morning is . labour- 

~ ing with expedients for the evening ; and 
where all mental pains or pleafure arofe 

from 
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from the dread of winter, the expeda- 
tion of fpring, the caprices of their Chiefs, 
and the motions of the neighbouring clans; 
where there was neither fhame from igno- 
ranee, nor pride in knowledge ; neither 
curiofity to intjuire, nor vanity to commu- 
nicate. 

The Chiefs indeed were exempt from 
urgent pinury, and daily difficulties ; and 
in their houfes were preferved what ac- 
counts remained of paft ages. But' the 
Chiefs were fometimes ignorant and care- 
lefs, and fometimes kept bufy by turbu* 
lence and contention ; and one generation of 
ignorance eflFaces the whole feries of unwrit- 
ten hiftory. Books are faithful repofitories, 
which may be a while negleded or forgot- 
ten; but when they are opened again, 
will again impart their inflrudtion: me^ 
mory, once interrupted, is not to be re- 
called. Written learning is a fixed lumi«« 
nary, which^ after the cloud that had hid- 

S dea 
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den it has paft away, is again bright in tts^ 
proper ftation. Tradition is but a meteor^ 
which, if once it falls, cannot be rekindkdL 

It feems to be univerially fuppofedi that 
much of the local hiftory was preferved by 
the Bards, of whom one is faid to have 
been retained by every great faxnily. After 
thefe Bards were fome of my firft inquiries ; 
and I received fuch anfwers as, for a while> 
made me pleafe niyfelf with my increafe of 
knowledge; for I had not then learned 
bow to eftimate the narration of a High-* 
lander. 

. They faid that a great family had a Bard 
and a Senachi^ who were the poet and hifto* 
rian of the houfe ; and an old gentleman 
told me that he remembered one of eaclk» 
Here iwas a dawn of inteUigeoce* Of 
men that had lived within memory, fomQ 
certain knowledge might be attained^. 
Though the office had cea&d> its efFeda 

might 
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might continue ; the poems might be foundi 
though thefe was no poet. 

Another tfonverfation indeed informed 
me, that the fame man was both Bard and 
Senachi. This variation difcouraged me ; 
but as the pradice might be different in 
different times, or at the fame time in dif* 
ferent families, there was yet no reaibn for 
fuppofing that I mud neceiFarily fit dowa 
in total ignorance. 

Soon after I was told by a gentleman, 
who is generally acknowledged the greateft 
mafler of Hebridian antiquities, that there 
had indeed once been both Bards and Sena- 
chies J and that Senachi fignified the man of 
talkj or of converfation ; but that neither 
Bard nor Senachi had e&ifled for fome cea« 
turies. I have »o reafon to fuppofe it ex- 
adly known at what time the cuftom. 
ceafed, nor did it probably ceafe in all 
lioufes at otace. But whemver the pradice 

S 8 of 
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of recitation was difufed, the works, whe- 
ther poetical or hiftorical, perifhed with 
the authors ; for in thofe times nothing 
had been written in the Earfe language. 

* 

Whether the Man of talk was a hiftorian^ 
whofe office was to tell truth* or a ftory- 
teller, like thofe which were in the laft 
century, and perhaps are now among the 
Iriih) whofe trade was only To amufe, it- 
now would be vain to inquire. ' * i 

Moft of the domeftick offices were, I be- 
lieve, hereditary ; and probably the laureat 
of a clan was always the Ton of the laft 

laureat The hiftory of the race could na 
otherwLfe be communicated, or retained ; 
but what genius could be expected in a 
poet by inheritance ? 

The nation was wholly illiterate. Nei- 
"^thcr bards nor Senachies could write or read; 
but if they were ignorant, there was no 

danger 
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danger of deteGion; th/ey were believed 
by thofe whofe vanity they flattered. 

The recital of genealogies, which has 
been confidercd as very efficacious to th6 
prefervation of a true feries of anceftryi 
veas anciently made, when the heir of the 
family came to manly age. • This pradice 
has never fublifted within *time of memory, 
nor was mn£!h credit due to fuch rehearfers, 
vfRo might obtrude fiditious pedigrees; 
either to pleafe their matters, or to hide 
the deficiency of their own memories. 

Where the Chiefs of the Highlands have 
found the hiftories of their defcent is dif- 
ficult to tell ; for no Ear/e genealogy was 
ever written. In general this only is evi- 
dent, that the principal houfe of a clan muft 
be very ancient, and that thofe muft have 
lived long in a place, of whom it is not 
known when they came thither. 

S 3 Thui 
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Thus hopelefs vc all attempts to fin4 
any traces of Highland learning. Nor are 
their primitive cufloms and ancient manner 
of life otherwife than very faintly and 
uncertainly remembered by the pr^ent 
race. 

* 

The peculiarities virhich flrike the native 
of a commercial country^ proceeded in a 
great meafure from the want of money. To 
the fervants and dependents that were not 
domefticksi and if an eftimate be made 
from the capacity of any of their old houfes 
which I have feen, their domefticks could 
have been but few, were appropriated oevr 
tain porticOTS of land for their fupport. 
Ma f dona Id has a piece of ground yet, called 
the Bards or Senachies fields When a beeC 
was killed for the houfe, particular parta 
were claimed as fees by the ieycjiral officers^ 
or workmen* What was the right of e^h | 
have not learned. The head belpi^g^ to 
the fmilh> and the udder of a cow to the 

piper: 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c- %$§ 

piper : the weaver had likewife his partis 
cular part ; and fo many pieces followed 
thefe prefcriptiv« claims, that the Laird's 
was at laft but little. 

The payment of rent in kind has beeii 
fo long difufed in England, that it is totally 
forgotten. It was pra£ti(ed very lately in 
the Hebrides^ and probably ftill continues, 
not only in St« Kilda^ where money is not 
yet known, but in others of the fmaller and 
remoter lilands. It were perhaps to be 
defired, that no change in this parti- 
cular ' ihould have been made. When 
the Laird could only eat the produce of his 
lands, he was under the neceffity of refid- 
ing upon them ; and when the tenant could 
not convert his ftock into more portable 
riches, he could never be tempted away 
from his farm, from the only place where 
he could be wealthy. Money confounds 
fubordination, by overpowering the diftinc-* 
tions of rank and birth, and weakens au-r 

S 4 thorir^ 
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thority by fupplying power of refiftance^ 
or expedients for efcape. The feudal 
fyftcm is formed for a nation employed in 
agriculture, and has never long kept its 
hold where gold and filver have become 
common. 

Their arms were anciently the Glaymore^ 
or great two-handed fword, and afterwards 
the two-edged fword and target, or buckler, 
which was fuftained on the left arm. In 
the midft of the target, which was made 
of wood, covered with leather, and ftudded 
with nails, a flender lance, about two feet 
long, was fometimes fixed ; it was heavy 
and cumberous, and accordingly has for 
fome time pad been gradually laid afide. 
Very few targets were at Culloden. The 
dirkj or broad dagger, I am afraid, was of 
more ufe in private quarrels than in battles. 
The Lochaber-ax is only a flight alteration 
of the old Englijh bill. 

After 
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After all that has been faid of the force 
and terrour of the Highland fword, I could 
not find that the art of defence was any 
part of common education. The gentle- 
men were perhaps fometimes fkilful gla- 
diators, but the common men had no other 
powers than thofe of violence and courage. 
Yet it is well known, that the onfet of the 
Highlanders was very formidable. As an 
army cannot confift of philofophers, a 
panick is eafily excited by any unwonted 
mode of annoyance. New dangers are natu- 
rally magnified ; and men accuftomed only 
to exchange bullets ata diftance, and rather 
to hear their enemies than fee them, are 
difcouraged and amazed when they find 
themfelves encountered hand to hand, and 
catch the gleam of fted .flaihing in their 
faces. 

The Highland weapons gave opportu- 

^ity for many exertions of perfonal cou« 

r»ge, and fometimes for fingle combats in 

the 
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the field ; like thofe \irliich occur fo fre« 
qncDtly in fs^ulous wars. At Falkirk, a 
gentleman now living, was, I fuppofe after 
the retreat of the King's troops, engaged 
8t a difiance from the reft with an Irifh 
dragoon. They were both ikilful fwordP- 
men, and the conteft was not eafily decid** 
ted : the dragoon at laft had the advantage^ 
and the Highlander called for quarter ; but 
quaiter was refufed him, and the fight 
continued till he was reduced to defend 
Kimfelf upon his knee. At that inftant one 
of the Macleods came to his refcue; who, 
as it is faid, offered quarter to the dragoon, 
but he thought himfelf obliged to rejed 
what he had before refufed, and, as bat- 
tle gives little time to deliberate, was im« 
mediately killed 

Funerals were formerly Iblenmized by call- 

^ing multitudes together, and entertaining 

them at great expence. This emulation of 

ufelefs coft has been for fome time difcou* 

raged,- 
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tagcd, and at Uft in thelile of Sky is almofl; 
fupprefled. 

Of the Earfe language, as I underftand 
nothing, I cannot fay more than I have beea 
told. It is the rude fpeech of a barbarous 
people, who had few thoughts to expre^ 
and were content, as they conceived grofsly^ 
to be grofsly underftood. After what has 
been lately talked of Highland Bards, aid 
Highland genius, many will ftartle whea 
they are told, that the Earfe never was a 
written language ; that there is not in the 
world an Earfe manufcript a hundred 
years old; and that the founds of the 
Highlanders were never expreffed by let- 
ters, till fome little books of piety were 
tranflated> and a metrical verfion of the 
Pfalms was made by the Synod oi ArgyUm 
Whoever therefore now writes in this lan- 
guage, fpells according to his own perception 

of the founds and his own idea of the power 

of 
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of the letters. The Wtljh and the Irtftf 
are cuhivated tongues. The Welfti, two 
hundred years ago, infulted their Englijb 
neighbours for the inftability of their Or- 
•thogmphy ; while the Earfe merely floated 
in the breath of the people, and could 
therefore receive little improvement. 

When a language begins to teem with 
books, it is tending to refinement ; as thofe 
who undertake to teach others muft have 
undergone fome labour in improving them- 
felves, they fet a proportionate value on 
their own thoughts, and wifh to enforce 
them by efficacious expreffions; fpeech 
becomes embodied and permanent ; diffe- 
rent modes and phrafes are compared, and 
the befl obtains an eftablifliment. By de- 
uces one age improves iipon another. Ex- 
aftnefs is firft obtained, and afterwards 
elegance* But didion, merely vocal, is 
always in its childhoodt As no man leaves 

his 
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his eloquence behind him^ the new gene* 
rations hsLve all to learn. There msLj 
poflibly be book$ without a polifhed lan- 
guage; but there can b^ no poliihed lan« 
guage without books. 

That the Bards could not read more than 
the reft of their countrymen, it is reafon- 
able to fuppofe ; becaufe) if they had read*, 
they could probably have Written; and 
how high their compofitions may reaibn- 
ably be ratedi an inquirer may beft judge 
by confidering what ftores of imagery, 
what principles of ratiocination, what com- 
prehenfion of knowledge, and what delicacy 
bf elocution be has known any man at- 
tain who cannot read. The date of the 
Bards was yet more hopelefs. He that 
cannot read, may now converfe with thofe 
that can; but the Bard was a barbarian^ 
among barbarianSf who, knowing nothing 
himfelf, lived with others that knew 
00 more. 

Ther^ 
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There has lately been in the Iflands one 
cf thefe illiterate poets^ who hearing the 
Bible read at church) is faid to have turned 
the iacred hiflory into verfe^ I heard part of 
a dialogue^ compofed by hitti, tranfiated 
by a young lady in MuUy and thought it 
had more meaning' than I expeded from a 
man totally uneducated ; but he had feme 
cppor tunitiea of knowledge j he lired among 
a learned people* After all that has been 
done for the inftruftion of the Highlanders, 
the antipathy betwedn their language and 
Kterature ftill continues j and no man that 
has learned only Earje is, at this time, 
able to read. 

* 

The Earfe has many dialeds, and 

the words ufed in fome Iffands are not 
always known in others. In literate na- 
tions, though the pronuncxatiorr, and fome- 
times the words of common Ipeecb may 
differ, as now in England^ compared with 
the South oiJScotlandf yet there is a written 

di£tion. 
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di6;iQa9 which pervades all dxalefts, an4 
is underftood in every province. But wher^ 
the whole language is colloquial, he thai 
has only one part, never gets the refit 
as he cannot get it but by change of 
refidence* 

In an unwritten fpeech, nothing that 

is not very fhort is tranfmitted from one 

generation to another. Few have opportu* 

aitiea of hearing a long compoiitioa ofteoi 

enough to learn it, or have inclinatioiK tcr 

repeat it fo often as is neceflary to retain it i 

and what is once forgotten is loft for ever, 

I believe there caiuot be rea>vered, in the 

whole Earjt language, five hundred lioeft 

of which there is any evidence to prove . 

them a hundred years old. Yet I hear that 

the father of Ofiian boafts of two chefts 

more of ancient poetry, which he fup- 

prefles, beca'ufe they are too good for the 

He 
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He. that .^oes into the Highlands wh!i 
a mind naturally acquiefcent, and a •credu*^ 
lity eager for wonders> may come back 
with an opinion very diflferent from mine ; 
&r the inhabitants knowing the ignorance 

r 

of all Grangers in their language and anti- 
quities, perhaps are not very fcrupulous 
adherents * to truth ; yet I do not fay that 

» 

they deliberately fpeak ftudied falfehobd, or 
have a fettled purpofe to deceive. They 
have inquired and cx)nndered little, and db^ 
not always feel their own ignorance. They^J 
are not much accuftomed to b6 interrogated^ 
by others ; and feem never to hav« thought 
ilpon interrogating themfehreBj To thai if 
they do not* know what they tell to be true,' 
they likewife do not diftin^kly perceive it 
to be falfe» 

Mr. Bofwell waf^ry diligent in his in- 
quiries ; and the refult of his inveftigations 
was» that the anfwer to the fecond qiieilion.. 

was 
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was commonly fuch as nullified the anfwer 
to the firft. 

We were a while told, that they had aii 
old tranflation of the fcriptures ; and told 
it till it would appear obftinacy to inqilircJ 
again. Yet by continued accumulatidii of 
queftions we foundi that the tranflation 
meant, if any meaning there were, was 
nothing elfe thaij the Irtjh Bible. 

We heard of manufcrlpts that Were, or 
that had been in the hands of fomebody's 
father, or grandfather ; but at lafl: we had 
no reafon to believe they were other 
than Irifh. Martin mentions Irifh^ but 
never any Earfe manufcripts, to be found 
in the Iflands in his time. 

Y 

1 fuppofe my Opinio^ (jf the; poems of 
Oflian is already difcovered. I believe they 
never exifted in any other form than that 
which we' have feen* The editor j or au- 
thor, never could fhew the original ; nor 
can it be fhewn by any other } to revenge 

*'T reafonabte 
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tjeafonable-: incredulity* -^yviafofio^ .^^ 
dence, is ;|i rdegTee, of ijjfolqnc)^, vritjb srludi 
the world is not yet acquainted j and ftub- 

fTOtildibe ealy i:o fliSOTiilLifi her hki itiPibisf 
vvliiencq could it b^ hadfi ItiaottKtieii^lio 

be Fem€(nl>i^re4) and tb« }»rigt)«geifQime% 

fccted im{iftesthatarcubt€l»fjiopH}ftr5Jl(^q«li 
afl4 Jpay ;|i?^ve tran|la|c^, fqm^.a^naQB* 
ing ballf(^, if atiy can he ipwi^l^ras^o^ 
oaine§, and fosae of the imag^? bpi^af^Jft 
le(fltec|j Hiake ?in inaccpyate auditor 3|i;ivagj^ 
l?y the h«!^ of Calojonian J)i^otr7^^% ^ 
fe^s formerly heard the >^li#f :,,-,,^oooJ 

, I afked a very learned IN^inrftcr ia nSi^T* 

lieve the ccnuinenefs of the book, wkfr- 
the^ ?t Uft, he l)^li?y?4 Jit jbjn^i^f IJ^ l^ 
would not anfwer. He wifhed me to be 
4ef eiy^d*.. for the honpor jpf .^In^^je^ji^jr j 

boca 



•^■;;« '> ' \i 



fei '^fckly t|)roducedi a* of /0H6 'thit 

^^-A^iil '-«, , I* ,,^ ."■ t- •'..'. V/^ 1 .'.'' ■ »• / ''.1 . V' T'*']'' 

«iI-bBatdll(effit.4^h64they<n)erdlKty8 ^' «ad[ fC 

Sod IMidlfi- :-thef t^emhtr tiitfimS, iM'pcr<i^ 
teSfW-Tofiie' jtedvferbial- fcfitimientfe;' 'klAJJ 

IMfenfcef vTithodt 'lih otigihal. < THe- pbr^- 
liiafloa <>f the Scots, howevef ,' i^ fSf 
Sfixiii: tmiveffel ; and in a qiieftibri lb capa- 
ffik itf p«x)f, why fhould doubt be'fufferedf 
lb continue? The editor has been heard to* 
&y, that part of the poem was received 
Uy 'htk, in the Siaxbri charaaen He 
Ka^i. theh found, by fbtn6 peculiar fortune, 

iidunwHtteri language, written in a charac 
fti* ^Hich the h^tivts probably never bdheld. 



^; » 



'^ ITtave yet fuppftfed, no impofttire but Irt 
tlitr|)iiblilhef, yet I am far from certalaty, 
tKat feme^'tratiflationS'hal^ hot befen lately 

T a ^ade) 
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made, that may now be obtruded as parts of' 
the original work'* Credulity on one' part 
is aftroiig temptation to deceit on the other, 
. efpecially to deceit of which no peifoiial 
injury is the confequence, and which flat- 
ters the author with his own ingenuity. 
The Scots have fomething to plead fcnr 
their eafy reception of an improbable 
fifkion : they are fedilced by their fotldheft 
for their fuppofed anceftors. A Scotchman 

muft be a very fturdy moralift, who does 

'• 'J * 
I not love Scotland better than truth j he will 

always lave it better than inquiry : and rf 

falfehood flatters his vanity, will not ' "fee 

very diligent to deted it. Neither otig^ht 

the Eti^ltJIj to be much influenced by Scotch 

' ' • ■■<' ." 

authority; for of the paft and prefent ffate 

of the whole Earfc nation, the Lowlandets 

are at leaft as ignorant as ourfelves. To 

be ignoraqt is painful ; but it is dangerous 

to quiet our uneafinefs by the delufivc 

opiwe of hafty perfuafioa*. 

: But 
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But this is the age in which thofe 
who could not read, have been fuppofed tq 
write J in which the giants of antiquated 
romance have been exhibited as realities* 
If we know little of the ancient High- 
landers, let us not fill the vacuity with 
OJfian. ' If we have not fearchcd the MagcU 
lanick regions^ let us however forbear to 
people them with Fatagons^ 

Having waited fome days at yirmUtly 
we were flattered at laft with a wind that 
promifed to convey us to Muli. We went 
on board a boat that was taking in kelp, 
. and left the Ifle of Sky behind us, Wc 
were doomed to experience, like others, 
the danger of trufting to the wind, which 
blew againft us, in a fhort time, with 
fuch violence, that we, being no feafoned 
failors, were willing to call it a tempeft. 
I was fea-fick and lay down. Mr. Bofwell 
kept the deck. The mafter knew not well 
whither to go ; and our difficulties might 
perhaps have filled a very pathetick page 

T 3 had 




hM^hisi Mr: Macfean riP tUdh 'wftb,- '4i^ 
every oilier qUaiiftcatidh iWrich inCaHirUfi 



2*"1 




?r.-'j f. I.'. .:.v- . ..•.':..'; ■•■. - . M rjTfiib 

%hd Me idf > G)}/, where: \fe hmded; .iml 
~|il!bd ttse ' fitft dny w^ night with iCJgt^^ 

Tain Maclean, a gentleman who basi(}i:t«U 
fome tiqae in the pad Indies ; but having 
!dabrpt$*l OP Nabplj, if jjot; tpp ificfc,^ ii?fcr 

4feii\fc»^>rin,9ojj.Pfry. : . inaA 

*■■■' ■;■■ '•- ■'■ • • • ; ■ ■■-■■■ ^ ^^ol 

, Nej^t day the} wind was, fair, an4. WC 
.^g^t i^^v^ t^^ an eafy pafTagd to il^i^^i 
.J>ut h^^vil^g| contx:,arily tp our oy^n intentloni 
.IftOded, VFpQi^ Eiew Ifland, wc wquld ijj^t 
Jpaye it wbQlly une;caminedt We tl^gr 
forefuflFered the veffel to depart wittioutySi 
and trufted the Ikies for another wind.. ., . 

Mr. Maclean of Co/» having a very ninne* 
ro\i$ familyi h^s, for fom^ time paft, 

tefidcd 



fp^fi^ed at Jhrdfimf .that lie may C\^ei^o- 
fiSfid 4^;€|)u<;atioQ^ .an4 leaver ..the vQuog 
jg^tlcmsffiy out friisad^ to govern hU do^ 

land Chief/ By th€| abfence of the Lafrd^s 
€sLmiljf our enteVlaii^ipeo^ was made more 
difficult) becaufe the bouife was in a great 
^i«^(lisfomi(hed$i but 7QitBg>iC(%ri,ki|]id« 
cve& a^ aSivitip f£i|^ied;an defe^ 9rt|[ 
jp|%Kmrfains:xl)ore than fuifideot afyrontqg^ 

M|lti(>ll» i \; ; . ; .'•--'.•: 

^- ' ' ■» . V f »;•■»• J - 1 

" - ■ > * i 

^ -'Herel firft i^fiounted a Iktle'Highla^d 
deed ; and if there had been many f|»ak- 
tors, fliould have been fomewhat afhamed 
oif ifly figure in t&e 'marcH. The Kdrfts of 
*the iflinds, as of ortiter barren eouniHe*, 
^are very low: they are indeed mu&uloiia 
and ftrong, beyond what their fize gives 
refafon for expecting ; but a bulky mab 
-upon one of their backs makes a very di^ 
proportionate appearance. 

T 4 jProm 



2^0 A jOORNEY Tt> THE^ 

From tHe habitation df Captain Mackan^ 
we went to CriJJlpolj but called by the way 
' on Mr. HeEiar Maclean^ the Mimfter of 
Coly whom we fourtd m a hut, that is, 
a hbufc of Only one floor, but withwin-^ 
dows and chimney, and not inelegantly 
furniflied. Mr. Ma(:leah has the repiita- 
tion of great learning : he is feventy-fewn 
years old> but not infirm, with a look of 
venerable dignity, excelling what I re- 
member in any other man. 



His coiiverfation was not unfuitablp to 
his appearance. I lofl fome of his goqd- 
wilU by treating a heretical writer ufrith 
more regard than, io his opinion, a here- 
tick could deferve. I honoured hi& or^^o- 
doxy, and did not much cepfure hiS: afpe- 
-rity, A man who ha? fettled his opinionSf 
does not love to have the tranquillity of his 
convidion difturhed ; and at feventyrfeven 
it k, tim? to b? in earqeft. 



i 
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' Mentioawasinadeofthe-E^^y^traiiflation 
of the New Teftament, which has been 
lately publifhedy an4 of which the learned 
Mr* Macgueen oi Sky fpoke with commen- 
datioa ; but Mr; Maclean faid he did not 
uie it) becaufe he could make the text more 
intelligible to his auditors by aa extempo- 
rary verfion. From this I inferred, that 

« 

the language of the tranflation was npt the 
language of the Ifle of CoL 

He has no publick edifice for the exer- 
cife of his miniftry ; and can oflSciate to no 
greater number, than a room can contain ; 
and the room of a hut i« not very large. 
This is all the opportunity of worfhip that 
is now granted to the inhabitants of the 
Ifland, feme of whom muft travel thither 
perhaps ten miles* Two chapels were 
ereded by their anceftors, of which I faw 
the fkeletbns, which now ftand faithful 
' witneiTcs of the triumph of RcfbrmatiDn. 

The 



ifUM^t;^ ^i^ii^cfs. tA^ptkfiili UaCtentco*^ 

l^v4^ CUV t^ye ii^e Wiftifter: «»ly,v«SL ^ 

%fCigj^t .wfcHFiee only e^wf :|JiipJf S^n^k^ 
^U^t^q pravifton fliade^by.tjiepjriffefijt^fl^f^ 
fiafUcal conditution, fco: the ifih;^bi$^%yi3^ 
about a hundred fqu^re milcBj is a prayer 
^d fiirmfad^ m ft tittle rooin> <m» ;iii^ifil*ee 
y^e<d^ .f : ^nd - Qteii th^s par|imoiiio«9 !«li^¥ 
bdtioft it'iit themoToy^ttieweafthdri and 
i% thofe Xiland^ where th& MinilUr doe^ HSJM 
fgfilElCb it i& iropofliy^.tc>>t<U how ,RW¥p 
•(ffieeks or months mby pafs' witlK»u^i<attyf 
publick exercife of religiptt> : : : ,v- r ?:jJ:ii 



CRISSIPOL IM COI- ' 

After a fhort converfatioo>jwith Mr^ MfiCfi 
IfaPt W£ went on to Grijffi^olt a hoiife «^ 
fj^in tdiantjed by Mr. il/tfg/^<rjKJ?», wjieig | 

I few 



&W- more of the^^iededt life Qf^ Wgh* 
hvatrythiiti hat yet /dubd:' ''Mrs/Afe^ 
JkM^tf xiCiald ffieik-'Qo ^^ii/K and ha4 
pe^ipr ibett any @th«^^lac68^ thaa'dS^itflah^ 
M Sky, Mui/yindCol: hut&^^&ih^^ 
taiAo aiid . good'-iiUmouicd) and fpre^ H^ 
taWe wii^ fuifficaettt liberality. -We fating 
f ea feert, as in every other place, but oiir 
^ODS were o€ horn* 



* . V 1 ; 
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. - Thehottfe oiGriJftpd ftinds by a broksif 
very blear and quick } which is, I fuppo% 
doe of the indS: ^pioud ilreams in thd^ 

Ifiand* This place was the fcene of atf 
^i^iotii much celebrated ia the traditionjijt 
hiflory^of C^/, but i«^hich probably no t^tf 
rclaters will tell-alikcu ^^? 

Sow Itimf » in the obfeiarc s^ges^; JSfacncil 

of jBtfrr^ married the Lady Maclean^ who 

» , . - . , ' 

* had the Ifle of C(?/ for her jointure. Whe- 
€ber Macmil detained Col^ wheil the 
liy«Jow was dead, orwhether fee lived '% 

long 
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long as to make her heirs impatieat) is per* 
haps not now known* The younger fon, 
called John Gerues, or John the Giants a 
man of great ftrength, who was then in 
Inland^ either for Ikfety, or for eduw- 
tion> dreamed of recovering his iahcri- 
tance ; and getting fome adventurers toge-- 
ther, which in thofe unfettlcd times, was 
oot hard Co do, invaded CoL H^ was driven 

away, but was not difcouraged, and col^ 
leaing new followers, in three years came 
again w:ith fifty men. In his way he 
flopped at Artorinijh in Morvern^ where 
hi$ uncle was prifoner to Macleody and was 
then with his enemies in a tent* MackavL 
took with him only one fervant, whom he 
ordered to ftay at the'outfidej and whers 
)ie fhoujd fee the tent prefled outwards, to 
ftrike with his dirkj it being the intention 
of Macleatiy as any man provoked him, to 
Jay hands upon hini, and pufh him back. 
He entered the tent alone, with his:^^rA^- 
har-^axe m bishandi.and ftruck fuch terror 

into 
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ihto the whole aflTembly, that they dffmifled 
his uncle. 

. When he landed at Col. he faw the fen- 
tinely who kept watch towards the fea, 
running off to GriJJtpoIy to give- Macneil^ 
who was there with a hundred and twenty 
men, an account of the invafion. He lold 
Macgillj one of his followers^ that if he 
intercepted that dangerous initelligence, by- 
catching the courier, he would give him 
certain lands in MaIL Upon this pro- 
mife, Macgtll purfued the meflenger, and 
either killed, or flopped him; and his pof* 
terity, till very lately, held the lands 
in Mull. 

The alarm being thus prevented, he came 
iraexpcifledly upon MaciieiL Chiefs were 
in thofe days never wholly, unprovided for 
an enemy, A fight enfued, in which one 
of their followers is fa id to have given an 
extraordinary proof of aclivity, by bound- 
ing 



deftroyed, Maclean took poffeffiotf -^^^^ffi{* 
Ifland* which the Macneils attctriptid' to 



^ d \. 

of the Aftftrjfjff/f i too^ tlj^ caftle;^,^f?jef^,r 
«nd conquered the Me of JSarra,- which hrf 

Md'fbr f(iveb yefti^r atld' tt^d^l^tldr^it 
tiy^Hie'iitfr*-' ■ ■' •- .<■" J-'-^ >"'•■'•--• yno 

fn^^o .. ■'■ . • .■ :-- i.-' •• .im: JL diiw 

' I'fotft Griffipoty Mr. Maclean tott9«Mfer 
ti«'fe his father's feat ; a neat new ISufe^ 
enidfea near the old caftlci I tSii^;^Hf* 
tHri laft proprietor. Here wi' Were all8W«r 
td't^ ouf'ft^tioni and Hted -veiy <&>tA^^^ 
^,' while we waited 'for ^ttio^''^ 





weatfedf attd a -fair Wind; which vf^'W^ 
W3tfofdon'«ibtaifa, tmt Whad^titoertdpt'^ 

f * ■ . 

• ^' fome 



length, and three in bi^adtty^i fiotU' thaii 
ends are the property of the Duke of -4r- 

\dfais cill(3* Cdy as tile only LairdJ 



.^i.< * • V , *« » xO 









one continued rock, of a rurfa€e>^|ic|i,{f[i(;t, 
verified with protuberances, and covered 
with a thin layer of earth, which is often 
broken, and difcovers the ftone/ ^Such a 
fail ^18 not for plants that ftrilcc decpx^tp i 
atid jgerhaps in the whole Iflaad nothjuie 
ha?, ever yet grow^ to the height of.a jabj^j^ 
The. uncultivated part^ are clpthed witb, 
heathy, among: which induftry^ has iuter-, 

^P«^f«?^ fe°*« <^^ ;g^ftrs- and cpra-j, btjft, j^ 
attewipt has je; bcen-.-n^clp j.o ^^e ^%j^^q^, 

of 



u 
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of tmpro^^iig his patriiaony, iraipofta SktiSr"' 
timerto p\9tit. an orchard I whidi) if it^ \ 
fhdwred bf 4 walU may>^ pei^pe fiktccecb ^ 
He has introduced the culture of ttrfifipsr^' 
of which he has a fields where the whole 
work was performed by his own hand; H& 
intciitibn is to provide food for his cattlfe* 
in the winter. This innovation was cdfe*^^* 
fidered by Mr. Macfweyn as the idle jfroi "^ 
jedt of a young head, heated v^fixkiEr^UJh'' 
fancies ; but he has now found that XA^ ' • 
nips will really grow, and that hungry 
(beep and tows will really eat themn "* * * 

By fuch acquifitions as.thefe, the JH!?* 
brides may in time rife above their annual . 
diftrefs* Wherever heath will grow, there 
is reafon to think lomething better may 
draw nourifliment ; and by trying the . 
produdion of other places, plants will be 

found fuitable to every foil. 

» . "A 

Col has many lochfr, fom^; of .whiab-^ hpff^ 
tracts and eels, and otheri have never yet 

8 beea 
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t>e9ak (locked ; atuHlMif{Nro^ ,9^ th«i'|i«$]*« 
geoce of the Iflan4cr9f whp.niigh^ t^lctf 

not.go tofeju 
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Tlieirqua<lrupe(is are hor£e$| com^ ^^^pp 
and gpats« The; have neither 4eer, har^^^ 
nor rabbits. They have no vern^in, except 
rat3f . which have been lately broi^ght thi-* 
ther by feai as to other places; and arQ 
free from ferpents, frogs, and toads, 

■ * ■ • 

'I'he htrvefi: in Cot, and in Lewis^ is 
ripe fooner than ki Sky^ and the winter in 
Col is never cold^ but very tempeftuous. t 
know not that I ever heard the wind fo 
loud in any other place ; and Mr. Bopwell 
obferved, that its noife was all its owoi for 
there were no trees to incregfe it^ 

Noife is not the worft efFed of the tem- 
pdls { for they have thrown the fand ftotk 



1 



nobody can bring any proof to lupporMiiin 
' in denying it. The reafon Why it is not 
r ipread to a greater extent, feems fo "Be, "^t 

the wifid and rain come* almoft together. 



and that it is made clofe and Heavy by the 
%et before the fiorms can put it in mbtidn. 
So thick is thebed, and fo ftaall tne par- 
Ucles, that if a traveller ftiould he cauat 
by a fudden guft in dry weather,* ^e wotid 
find it very difficult to efcapc with life. 



Ibr natura} eilrk»g^es, f litrjK:ik<Mi«(|»tiy 
twogreatmaffes of ftone^ y?»hidi ^fe Iddfe^gbn 
4)ie ground ; ofte on the ttjp of at HHi -' 
^fee oA«r atafmaHdiftancisffBOinthe-tt&i^ 
|o»i* They cirrtainfy were hevcf put Irito 

their 



fttight be .toro^ AU nations, have. it .tra« 
, ditioB) tbtt tlteir ^irljbeft diic^dord. werd' 
£ddk&t&« end thefe (lones are faia to have 
been thrown up and down by a giant and 
JpLis ipiftreife. There are To many more im* 
jportant thingSf ot Which l^uman knowledge 
call give no ibcjfounti that it may be for* 
giVen U8i if vte inoculate no longer on two 
floneB III C^L 
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This Idand is terf populous* About 
■ )|iii{hftn#-tMreflCy yscMt t^ thie- lefljciHe 
,- merf oT O^ .iwmi'efikos^ed ^M Jl?MB#§4 JHli 

and forty i- and probai^Vy f(»t« cooia-jived to 

1 ^;' U a that 
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thatt ' a few yea A ago tKe iriliatfitattti 'waft' ^f 
eight htindfe^r between 'B»c ages of fe^^»^ 
and of feventy. Round numbers are M^'* 
i dom exa£fc., . But in this cafi; the author^ 
is gix>d, and the errour likely to be little. ^ 
If to the eight Hundred be added what thc^ 
laws of computation require, they wiltlte' 
incf cafc^ to at Aeaft a. thpufand } , an4 if iJtfc® ' 
dio^jenfionsof the country liaw fecep ?.9?W* ; 
rai;^ly relftt^dj eiery imle maktaios i^ 
tt^fi twienty-fiy«. • .. • . ;,.; -,j. 

This proportion of habitation is greater 
thlmthe a^tpearanee tsf the country leQfjg^o 
admit J fbr wherever the eyvrf Waoder^i' itx 
faems much W2tf)» a&d little cultivfttib»fqA|r^ 
am more inclined to extfnd thnA»sAi\J^) 
which tio ineafure has * evax hcerk^^MtfAgj 
than to diminifh the people, wha hamedbec^x 

really numbered* Let it be fuppofed> that 

a computed mile contains a mile and a!ha!f, 

' ' ■ ', ■• . . • » ^ 

as was commonly found true in the ibi^ 

furation of the En^lijh road»> and we fliall 
I then 



agrees mucb^^: )bel;««r .li^jjl) , 4>ci4^5, pl^^ryft- ;^ 
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Here a^ in Sh .and other' Xflanda, are *' 
the Laird, the Tacklinep, and the Ujidrt:^ 
tenants. 

^ ^Mr: MaiUdti,'^ ^tlird^^yi^dfy cii&- 

^tenfivb pofleflidfisrbeteg 'pr^^ptictoiS "hiSt^- 
ohlf* bf fair the greater patf of CW, but 6F 
the extenfive Ifland oi Ruth, ktiA ii-MVf' 
cpnfiderable territory in MulL 



ThM "is ohe of ^t larger liland^ aimoAl 

Tquai«i ^tid thwefoce of great capicity' iAj 

propc^tidfi tb its fidefi. By ^ iifu^l method 

dP^ftimatingcampcited extent^ it maycoo^ 

taitt ^ iftore thaa^ .^ itundrf 4 apd t weutj? 



/^> 



»*.■ .:.."< •: : ^-J t 



it originally belonged to C/iiwr^^^^ ah(d 
Wfts purchafed by Col; who, in fomfe dil- 

V 3 pute 
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jbute about the bargam, made ClanrSnAm 





r 



lef, aiad kept'iiim hineiE 
ftnemehi' Its owner repreKnts irii i2^d& 
tam6i|8^ Tugged, and bafrefil \ii t^if liflll 
Sere i^re red de^rr''f he'lii)ifc^ 1&~'#V 
0nj(li; iiut of 'al)i^^d mTn(ffit' forfibalStj^. 
4^0/, not loQg ago, boiigifit one of Wok 

% 

COu|Ld 'not fi4^ ^F^ ^ut ^^ f ^'g^ pric^ ; anj 
thai whoey?r ba4 him should pifi'e^^ 

and ^ half. 

Theit arc laid to be iii Bafra, k 9^^ 
^orr«9 yet fmaller, of which the Jiigh^ \% 

pot ahorp thir?7-fia: iptih^ • > • ^'-'T' 

Tkf ftm of Jtuf^. \a ^RQ^:gK(^t^^,:^, 

jtkfait-if he; ppmW (et hjf lafld at twa|>^^ 
.Jtelf|Kway .«» ^r«, '!>? ii^JifiJ»it|pt9^-gy?e 

fo^ fpQiQ titne after the l4ird became a PttH 




I /- J. JO , A ^ri 
%Esftaat. Tbe^* adherence to their old reli^ 
giq© wgs flren|;thenedi)y^^^^ countena^cr 
q£ th? Laird's iiften a zealous. RomaniflL 
till. one, Suaday, as tney wer^ going to mafs 
T the eondn^t of their patronefs, Macr 
., ,p^e;; th^m on the wfy> cave W of 
theiD a higw on the head with a yellow 
3ic^^ I.fuppofe ^ wne, for whicH i\it ^arfi 
Jud po name;^ and drove them to the £irk> 
from which they have never ,u nee departed. 
Since the ufe of th^ method of converuoii, 
the inhabitants oi Egg and Canna^ wlio 
continue Papifts, call the Protei^agtiun of 
ii^mh- the ^Ugion of th^ TJloqP:. Stiekir 

■»» . - ... . . • ' • I* , ^ 

The only Ptqpi^ Iflai^a afsp. J^ .fi,i^ 

Cauna, Egg is the principal Illand of a 

patifh, in «rhic&, 'fhdtigh hehas notongre-. 

"^'^'tio'fl, the Pi-oteftftflt Mirtiftcr r«fide«;V I 

^liaVi heard of i!i6l3t&ig curioti« ilfiti^ btttthe 

^ci.ve-itt'nriHeh i-ff^cmtY gen^»)^x}f • i&e 

.?,% •> U 4".' ' ' If 



v*» •• • 



ts6 ■ AT'fCftAUB^ 

^' liaH'hot bebv^t taBrf^tf^fiSa^'tti^To. 

" ftiony i^ M obiy prefetvaflve'6f frk^fioo. 
'' Since 'prbtcI&AtJfm was extended i6'M fa- 
-' ■ Vage paits'bf Scotland," it Ratis^Wi^s Been 
'- one of thtt'chief' labours of 'the iVIIhlffaft to 
^"^ afcolifhi ftateg obfervances, ' bdcatilc'^they 

' continlifed ttic remembrance of the fohner 
' • Religion* We therefore wHo cime t^ear 
^ ' old traditions^ and fee antiquated inaiSfiersi 

•' ifiouTd probably have found them Jrnn^gft 

■ therapifts, ^ '•' 



V 



Cbwrr^, tbe otlier Poplfh Iflfthd, BeldngJ 
- ' i6t!tdii*-ma0. ' It is faid '^not tt> comprife 
tn<^« tMn iwelfemU^ bf land, diil yet 
maintains as many inhabitant? as Rum* 

't ! 0. . /W« itwwp !»t C&f imder <hi^ proiei^ttin of 
^' the young) >£iaitd, ^wi^tft '^ «f tlt^^ dif- 
. • ti^cii^t -wfei^.Mr, PpinKittf io f It ofiim- 






W^ES WiR^: iUi li AN;? S^, icc^ , .29/ 

|de creduU|y).:^^^|;Q^ lo t^^li^^Qfi worthy 
pf anelfgy^y.Qfi5wv ^yhcFcyqriijrqfjqyed, 
;Vire~wa:e q1^;^.(o jGpe ^e rey^roace yith 
which Iu8 fijl^^^eg^rdfidbipi, ,. ^^ did 
^9t fi»d9av^Wrtftl^aa;?le %n;i ^)^^y vWag- 
zM^cence '^f drefs : hia\ooly; 4iftio^o>iV7a8 
^ fe^th^r ia hU bonaet:j-bHt ^Jqqxxm he 
appeared^ tfa^ forfook thejf work jand 
cluftered »bout him : - he toak^hcm by, the 
,]baiid» and they feemed mutually delighted. 
He has the -proper difpofitioo of a Clhieftain, 
,sa4 ieems deiirous to cpntiaue .the xiifbm's 
4)£ hi$ houfe. The bagpijxer played ,»5gu- 

4b 

larly, when dinner was fcrved, vrhofe per- 
fon and drefs made a good appearance; 
nftiJ h* brotight no diigrace apQii tberfamily 
<f ,]^anktn, \;^hich. has long ri)|>pl|e4:v the 
lAvd^Qi' CqI with heiredit^iry naufi^k, . 

' ' . ' ' • ." 

The Tackfmea of Col feem to live with 

<- kfs ^dignity and ooriventenee tbao.lhofe of 

Sk) } I wjt^ae ithef had . goiC^ ; JiQuiesr ; arid 

tables Hon only plentifiil, but4e}ioitr^? In 




«n ' ' ! * ■* * { . ' . . I • 4 •. "^7 '' ♦r '•-■♦•»•<; -• 

been paid in kind, but tb^p tifn^^tf $ i^iipg 
tbat cattle and corn varied in tbeir pt ke* 
t^eTirftl for i^. . f »H»m *o -gi^^ tl»W:l»d- 
Iffrd piWWJrJ .Vit!i<ai» not l^ay|«gy?t«5fy«55j| 
l|^ tbe phiJiofodphj of coxmneriet*. tbeyr Cf»^ 
<a6,bcin& every yor ^: the ^ 

/^e were told of a particulajT mode of 
-undertenure. The Tackfman admits fome 
of his.inferiac. neigjhbpurj? ,ft) tjie culfiva- 
tion pf his. grounds*, on cori^^tiQn t^t^j^ 
forming all . the work^ an^. ^vi^ a J^^ ^ 
part of the feed^ they £ball keep a certain 
number of;QO!V$, ib.eep^ «)l g;(>ats> and reap 
ft third part ci the haor^efL Thus by kTs 
than the tilU^ Q^lwo ^«r9s they, paj^ the 

There 



W WS f E k K i SlSAM b si tec, %^ 

'-^Hfire are tcnanti ^liefew'' tllft rank ht 
Tackfmen, that Haye ^f-fmaTler teninti" 
under them ; fcir Ih everj^ place^ where 
money is not the general equivalent, there 
m\St ht iobe wHofe labout h innmedrately 
piaid by daily food. ; * • 



«. 1 > 



A country that has no money, is fiy n# 
nieans convenient for beggars, botli becaufi 
fuch countriea at^ coramonly pooir, and b^- 
caufe charity requires fome trouble dna 
fome thought. A penny is eafily grveft 
upon thefirft iiopulfc of compaffion» or.im« 
patience of importunity ; but few wiUde^ 
liberately fearch their cupboards or their 
granaries to find out fbmething to give'. 
A penny is likevsrife ea^ly (|>ent ; ' but vie- 
luals, if uiey are unprepared, require houfe*- 
room, and nre,' and ut^nfils, which tlife 
Vcggar knows not wiicre to findi 






Yet beggars there fometimes are, who 
W&ljder from Ifland to Iflaatf.' We liarf, 

in 



3O0 AjQyaiilEy.Tp^'^HEj 
in our |»fl[e^c to A/k//, tl)^ p^mg^my df » 

the charity of Col. The arrival ;(^^biq^^\ 
gar on an liland is accounted a finiftrous 

ci|«««yu- Evfiry body confi^r^ibftt bfr[|hlll 
have the , Ms ^r tyh^t h* give^ 9&9^<i^ 
Tl^ir alms,. I believe, is .^eners^Uy pa^-^,] 

mexlt. ■■• *» • ■•.,. , V. 

. » - -^ • 

JMe(ti« td XW jt$ another j^nd <;|dlf ^>Jtff<r;}r 
rf«k ewiiieat ,for >t% far^ty., ; "J-hiMgl^ k-i, 
h^ftiwthalf Ui^ extept o£^%. , jt is ^,iR?llni 
peopled) that there have -j^^aredttipU^^Q 
agOj nine hundred and fourteen at a funer 
rali.. The \^foXf of this JflafKjj fp^^ 
bci»ar* to 4r» »f^ fcep?e4/ci ^«rdaBj5>5Mb»fbd 
the mbAlH«»Pt«» th^t ^ ;f(?ri3;i4 cpinj^ip^i 

Ar*inrft m>M< "^^^ ^y.-pl^liglB^.^hfR-r, 
ieive* 1^ gr^t ; no more ji-^liidf ,tp .^^Xf^ 
wanderer^, ^^ufe .^h|?y had ^rnqn^. |^ ^. 
an indigent woman of high .birth, ^bo^ . 
tKey CQofidered.as entitled to all thatihey.j 

eoiffd fpare,; } h^ye r?ad tlie .%ulatioiu. 

wmctt 



WESTERN^ I^iLA^b^; "&e sof • 

wftich Was maited' witi jun<fieaf %i^^i^- 
lityi'but was neveif 'kaHe valiS* b^'^f ejitflit*^ 
fub&riptioia. ' " - • ^ V'"' '^'' ''^^ 






If: the inhalants <yf Co/ h<i^ ^otbH)^ > 
to gire, h is ndt that th^ are o^e^^:*^ 
by tfeeir landlord : their leafed fetei''^<y^fci&^ 

r 

very profitable. One farmer, who payi^^ 
only feveh pounds a year, has maintained 
feven* daughters and three Tons, ^o^' whoti 
thief ddeft 16 educated at AbiHien^^ thet^ 
miiiiftry ; and new, ' dt ev^ry ^ faditidnv ^ 
opens a fchool in 6()/. ' . >: 



'Kf^ is here, in fome* reQjfeftsj improved^ i 
beyond ' tfee eondltiori of fome ttthef IflafiiiL^^ 
Irf Sf/ wKaf is wanted can only be boughf, ' ^ 
as the arrival of Tome wanderhig pedlar ihay - 
afford an opportunity i but in Cd there-'ls-' 
a ftanding (hop, and in Af»// there are two/ ^ 

A fhop in the Wands, as in other'places of '' 
Kttle frequentatibn, Is a repofitory of every 
thing 'reqiiifite for common life. ^ Mir/ ^ 



^2 :» jovmiamr rxf THBri 

: plying tlfcm> a ^op aScHrds.iKK jtQAfie 

.worthy, lof fttt^ticm } -but in an lil«iid|.-it 
tiuroft,^lie balajace of ,exifteQ«e betwiia(.goq4 
,aQ4 eyiU^ TQ-leire4A perpetuai^^aDtc^ Jif^ 
tie things, is a ftate not indeed of^tioxtxa^ 
but of conftant vexation. I have in Sfy 
vhftd feme difficulty tb Q&iitiit for n lifter ^ 
Aodsiif n vonaa breaks Imc oeqfi^]^ 
worib is at a flop. 






:/.' 




iVs ic is, the IQaadtts are ohitige%|^c^- 
teQt, themfclves witb> fuceediaGieoiiji ,fP^^M|s 
for many common piqrpofeft. ,{ hm^, i^ 
lhe|chief man of a very. wM dtffcri^SM^ 
mth a halter for a bridle^ and. |^qn!^CQJi]{f 
hi? jjobby with a woodea.airhu . , it 

TIjte people of C©// ^wever. do not 
vant dexterity to fiippty foine of^ 



• . ^ 



neceSGltief* 



r -* 






^wolfld(3atid dipped iPheir ^W^lfj al«^iia4t 

ihredft of linen-cIs^. '-'Fh«^«iriitiow'luMK 

'tdvexlrad from the GuWyr ea-fbr^tfc^ 

"famps. Thejr iall ^ &in^^ and -zodte 

orcgues. -^ .* - . < 

'».'* -.J . »■ '. '* '»'f 

Ac^s'e tratelkd thmbgb itt^ vre'iUR 
xftaoff «oiteig«ti tot the]^ verf fire^dMly 
fiood fingle on the naked <jg«6Und» ■•liu^ktt 
where the hilU opened a place convenient 
'^ habit^oilt ^e fbtthd ji pettf viHage, o£ 
Which every hut had a little garden adjoin- 
ing ; thus they made an appearance of focial 
commerce and mutual of&ces^ and of fbme 
ittentioii to convenience and future fupply. 
There is not iti the Weflem Ijtands any col- 
ledion of buildings that can make preten- 
lions to be called a town, except iq the Iflc 
of Lewis y whicTi I have ndt fcen# 

*^ a If 



IiacaUb £M[iadiiiig p«6uiiar«' The j^fdv^ 
Laird h» aiMifipted whii^ ttknder j^ 
Jiaps^GMrjlieisglrtdik Kte liis begmi a 
f02fd tapalfle of a wKeeI-«carr!kge; He bat 
carried il abottc a mlte^ ktid v^Hl contintier ikf 
byrafltaiual eltfftgftiSo»^fk>fii lik houfe to tbe 

baitotir» 

Of tMies hole is, no re«^ ;fer complaiii* 
ing; they are paid by a Very eafy compofi' 
tion, The ma/Max for Co/ is twenty ihil- 
lingti. Whifty isivdfy!.pUaiifiit: i!het%>ir^ 
fevecal/ ^Bnlh :« the .Iflttodj' ^ and more 'Id 
made than tth&iidiabitaaw cO»4inle< 



1. * 
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Th^ grc^t . bufincfs ^of iniUlw |)pljcj , js 
now to keep the people iu,.their^pwn cogfi- 
try. , As the world has heen let ia i|]jk))|.j 
them, they have heard of happiei^ climat^ 
and lefs arbitrary government ; and if they 

are diigufl£d» .hauve emifiaries among them 
rea^y to g/Sct them land and houfea^ ica:. 

* reward 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &«^ 30^. 

f 

reward far 4efettk^ t&eir CSiief aad daii. 

Maay liave departed bothfirofn die mmA^ 
of Scotland, aod from the Iflaada^;* uhI *^^ 
that go may be confidered as fi|1»je£l» loft 
to Uie Brtti/h crown ; for a natioa £:atterQ4 
in the boundlefa regions of .4mrifia refem^ 
bles rays divergii3^ from a focus* AU tte 
rays remain^ but the heat is gone. Their 
power confifted in their concentration: 
When they are difperfed, they hare no ef«* 
fed- 

It may be dioi^ht that they ire^happier 
by the change ; but tiiety are ifi9t faa^y as 
a natiout for tkey are a mtioa^tio longer/ 
As they contribute not to the profperity of 
any community, they mtift want that fecu« 
rity, that dignity, that happinefs, whatever 
it be> which a profperous community throws 
back upon individuals. 

The ' inhabitants of Col have not yet 
learned to be weary of their heath and 

*X rocksr 



nula^^ttiltMl t^ittivgfvtoltQitt Mii their 

. There are lome however .who think that 
this emieratioQ has raiied terrour dimro- 
portionate to its real evil; ana that, it is 
Qnly^ new, mode of doing what was always 

iQiaintained their^ natural inhabitants j- but 
Ae^ P^ple. ?when thpy fqynd tj^njc^ygi 




^comp^dious, method, and. fpn^h^ J^|g^ 
fortune iQ ot>er cpun^rjes. . TJiejj (^^^t 

kdee4 gP. ^way, ,i'ii.co".^^yS;>^^i^feH' 
with!dcev5Liiivif}blj;^,^a, few ^f J^. JfJ^i JjB* 

and the difference between other times and 
this, is only the fame as between eyapora- 
tion and eifuiion. 






Tlttsia jdauUhle, hut* I am tdGt^df^^ is 

vBofcitrue* Thofe who w6nt before, if they 

were 



ber, or in a manner lefs detrim^ll^<llMa 
it prefent; becatife formerly thef e WJujt ri6 
complaint. Ithofe wkb tlieii le:ft tHe cdUQ- 
try were generally the idle dependants on 
overburdened families, or rneii wBo nad nb 

'property J aiid therefore earned, away only 
tiiemfelves. in the' prefent eagernefs of 
emigration, families, and almofl commt)'- 

' nities, go aWay together. Thofe who were 

coQlidered as profperdus and wealthy leu 

'their (lock and carry away the money. 
Once none went away -but the ufeleft and 
poor; in fome parts there is now reafoa 
td ftar, that none will flay buttnoie wnb 

ate too ptoof i:6 ffeihoVe theitifei^eS; 'iliiti t6b 
iifel^fs td-be rdihotTBa at thecdft otatiiett^ 



r f 



'. ' 



». i 



Of antii^uity there is not ii^or^ know-- 
ledge in Col than in other places ; but 
ev^y where £imething may be gleaned. 

;X^"2 • - ' • ../ . Haw 



3o8 A JOURNET TO THE 
>i 4B[o\5^kdiei^#efic p6rti(Me)9^ ' \irbaeicl tlKere 

b^mc^a widow, her jmu^c^^ml^ ^ 
three hundred and fixty. I fuppofe fome^ 
proportionate traa of land was appropriated 
to their palturage. 

ifhe difpofition to'pbmpon? ani ekpl&live 
funerals, WhJch has at oni? time ixf'^oAi^*^ 
prevailed : in inbft parts of ihe' citlliiea' 
world, Is not yet fupprelTed in the'MkkB^^' 



♦ . ' . * s 






thongh fome of the ancieAt rolemmti4?t are 
wdrn away, and fingers are no longer hired 

td attend the proceflidn. Nineteen years" 
ago, at the burial of the tair<i of d>/,"i^fei:^' 
kifled-ffiirty cdws, and ^otit «fty m^^ 
Tfce number^f th^ eows Is pfofidVeljr tolSi^' 
'and-*emM^f^Pl>of€dtlietViaiialft fes'Uke^ 
proportion. iji*rii«:" 
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.W E S T E S, N IS i. A N. Ot5i,]5lc^/ 

&iide,6{^hkh hi did ribt tell "tli^''^^^ 
ndi bur wMeh' • mkf perhaps ' lM;'^«fbiP-iii^ 
Q«feh«' 'plicfes, Where tiie reafon 6f it is ftdt- 
ya: fergot. iS.t''KeV-^eaV*s eve^ ih the* 
hall 6r caftle of the Laird,' wherq, at fellai 
feaionS) there may be fuppofed a very 
numerous company , one man drelTes him*/^ 
felf in a cow's hide, upon which other men 
beat, with fticksu He.run^ with all, tl>is 

; . . . I • i , . " « ' . ■ - . . • « 

noifci round the boufe^ whkh all the ^qsa^ 
pjiny <|uits in a counterfeited fright : the 
door is tbqa (hut. At Ne w-y ear V eve there . 
18 no great ple^ifure to be had om^of 4oor$M 
in the. Hebrides. They are fure fpon to re- 

cover from their terrour enough tp folicit , 
foi: r?-admi(fion j wbichi for the bonour of 
ppe^, i^ not to be qbt^ned bvit by ^peat- : 
ing a verfe, with, which thpf<?:thaj arfir 

nifhed. ■ ; 






X 3 Very 



Very near the houle of MdcUatt'^l^ 
the caftle of* Coif which w4s the maftfiijxl' c^f 
the/jJiird/^tilltheho^^^ 

biult upon a rock, as Mr. Jbqpwe^ remark- 
cd, th?^t it might not he mmed. ti is 
• very ftrong, jind having bieeix not lobg 
uninhahited, is yet in. repair. "Oh "me 
wall was, not long ago^ a none with ax^ 
infcnption, importmg, tpat tj any man 
£/* the clan of Maclonich jhatl , aptedr 
Ifefore this cafile^ though he come df met' 

-W^hti-Ofitk amcaii bf44 in ^if.J>/f^ be 
Jkall there Jndjafety afid^prpte^i^n^f^g^fmfi 

: oH but the King, • ; ^ iv,-,^;,j 



''!■."> * > )' '/ . • £" 



* * 



Tbis is an old Highl^n^ tr^^ty n^s^de. ^ 
^ very memorable occaiiQn- Maclean^ the 
fon of John Gervcs^ who recovered Cb7, and 
€x!mqnered Barra^ h^d obts^neds it 1%', iaidf 
from J amu the Second, a gm&?of this hv^^ 
of Lachidy forfci^^ I fappofe, by..f9|ne 

offence agaiiiA the (bt^ .;/ 

Fprfeitcd 
o 



WESTER^ iShAm^Sf ^c. |ik 

Forfeited eftates were ,not in thofe days 
quietly refigned j Maclean^ therefore, wei^t 
with an armed forCe to feize. his new,pof- 

* . ' " * 

feffiohs, and I know not for what reUbnt 

took his. wife With him. The Camerans 

• * ' , • . ., > ' 

rofe in defence of their Chief* and a bairie 
wsfs fpvght at the head of Loch Nejsy hear 
the place where Fort Aug^fius now ftabida^ 
in which Lochiel obtained the vt<2ory^ {ind 
Maclean^ with his folio wers^ was defeated 
;ind deftroy6d. . 

' The kdy fell Into thehandJs 6f tht^tt- 
i{trerors, and ieing found pregfiaht ^1^ 
pkced in the cuftody of MacUmhy^)M'^ 
a tribe or family branched frcmi Camerans 
^ith orders, if flie brcHight la boy, t& deftroy 

^ ■ • • 

llim, if a girl, to fpare hfer. 

• - ■ ' • • - ' ■ ).«/• 

Madomclf^ t^rife^ who itf'as -witJiii dxild 

likewife, had a gi'^l about this fa^e^ tiiea^ 

* at which lady Macleant ^renight a* k^, TiiOd 

Maclonich with mMieif;4dOtxofitf' Id hw.'^p- 

X 4 tive. 






-4a '^^it xee&vetti lik <tfigfaial ^trk«6ii*^ ; 
'ihi-iii. gtatkude to his fplead, iftiiati^lifis 
*%iftfe. a place of refuge t<> iny bf iW^n 
- imat^ould- think himfelf indjaiigery^^l&d 
-k jrtfdofof reciprocal tonfidence, Jfl^kim 
took iipoo hlmfclf and Ms poftctit^^^^lic 
care of educating the heir of Md'chmtBi^^^ 



^'C*-**^ 



• ' Tlii^ftDiy, Kke i^ o<hc^ tftifllrfbtos of 
-lAie Hi^kfttfS} U "v&H&any' relatKdi ^^%ut 
-irtidl^ fdbie ^rcumflaitices are utkfefttlio, 

*■* ft M 

the principal fad iAthiei' Jtfa^fe/ate^^ 
doubtedly owed his prcfervatjon to Mach^ 
; : jikM 4 ■ dSw .the ireaty httraKen . the twbTami- 
- : lite has . beta . fl;rl£tly ohTeryed : it did not 
- ;-jfiak:totO:di&£b iuadobliTioA^ but contxnped 
, rioLiiti fuHtfocce wluk th&€JikfbdnE.nstained 
:jMutipos&i^, I faftmread a dbniand of pn- 
enttfAiM) ,iiuide aoe oMie ;t|iM:;tfaii<y'tfef^ 
i.t;i7 .L yeajs 



Ewen Gt^rm^ etirha liiadyfafi^iil(xadC>i]fr!to 
the death of Macmartin^ and had beea 

len»*$ »t >$]^r ^xpiratitm ^ /Of -^ vi^ich r,|ie 
returned fiiaitkd fto^i Fmtkfe^ ^\^^ 
Uacn^rtiniy pot lati^ibd with tb^ pM^ j^* 
nieat, whffi he attem{^?d tQ f(^ttle,.J^ll 
threfiened him wi& venge^ofe; H^ ^^o^- 
fore a0&edi and obtained ihelter ia. 4he 
Ifle-of Co/. .; - 






f The ]K>wer ^f pqi>i«e^ion firf>^iftA-: a^ Ion- 
l^r, but what jCl)^ law pq^^ is ;;¥t<c<^- 

tia^ as4 Uttdem, of C?/. fl^jnr ntibi^iitei 
the. heir ;q|Jlfa«/0flitVi». '. ». 



-• -»."•] 



* I 



-^ There itiH areaiaiiis ia the Iflaaik) though 
it is pafiing faftaway, the ciiAom ^;feftto« 
age. A La&ndv'a ^ mad. of mkhlf ^di^i« 
netsee, ^mis hk child^ eidieriiudfebt l^bnfle^ 
to a tackfinaB/ 'orteaattit/ to^lse fotored* 
{t 16 aot alwa^s'lfiM^^oWii tehaot, iMii^^blne 

diftant 



;^r'^!iiMieMr <WC^..#. tresis r^eif |«)i^»ft^: 

fibliffj^mibi* ,Tk!i,mm^f J^i^^m^^Pm: 

ry cow brings a calfj hjJf - l»fipgg#:^^~^ 
foftdrer, and half to the child ; bfit if there 
be only one calf between' two ^fnl k 19 
ihe'cfaiU^f ;^Qd ytkea the th^ifctums «[| 
Ae Tpitemt it i« acMkn^M^ %y «ll i^t 
cmrs given, bodi by die fktber avd btf >^ 
fofterer, with half of' tlii9lficiiea& of ^ 
Aoek by propagatkm. Thele beafts-.a^ 
ddafidered «b -a (KM-tioh, 'and called < Mat- 
aiwecAV&6f of wJbick the &ther. l^aajtii^ 
^toduecf taot 19 fappoiitd not ta hftve.flM; 
iiillipfo^ity, but to owe tfafiifainf «0]»iM$r 
tetht 4hild,. as a poartfonrtotdie dfOigbMr* 

V . Children 



Children «(>nt$£(ue witb {he^i^tei^^ p^ip 
^aps ilx jltatZy ahd tah&ot; i^lAftvft ttyb^^if. 
the praSice, be confiddr^ is bqsdcnfoitifit^ 
The fofterfcf, if -he gives ibur MtfSf 4:«4 
jceivea likcwifd four, aftd has^ while thd 
child continues with him,' gra& ior di]^^ 
withcoit rents with half the eah^s; atiid atti 
fhe mi&, for whtch-he paf^ oi^fduf cdi*i 
when he difiniBea his Dak^ fw&idll ie thtS 
pame for a fofter child. ; ^ 



^ i'ofterage ib^ I beliew, fometimes pei;^ 
Ibrmed upon mc^e liberal tergif. Q^^ 
friends the yoiing Jaird of CqJ, was fol^ 
tcred hj Nhcfnveyn oi Gr^pol, Jjij^ 
fwejfn then liyc^ a tenant to «Sir J^xfimf 
Macdmald in the lik of ^^ ; aod tb«fi)" 
lore Cb/y whether he fent him, cattle ,pr 19^0$,, 
could grant him no Und.^ The IMkf hOiVfr 
eyer, at his retiira^ brongiitTbaick.ACOQ^ 
derable Qtumber ofMacalivc iCattlpi <^ii4 4f 
^ friendfliip fo. fiarmod th^te. ba^e bem 



good ^iSfe^s. When MacdMuMstMiei las 



rents. 
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rfots, Mfp^fVD^^n waS) lik^, other tet^H^i'^ 
difcontcntqij, a^d, rcQgoiiog !«$ feraWi«B'q 
moved from Sky to Ct?/, and was eflablifh- 

■jDiefc ob^vf^tipns we made by fayotorori 
tbe,cQ^r|i^;)vnOid ;|h^vdrcMr& «b td Cb^- aiw 
Ii)sto4pc)t«$e;^'yUiteds fortb^elsadESnucibi 



• « *< } i' 



The grotmiiJiAs been luithetto,^ ^I^bt^^ 1 
lieve, ufed chiefly for pafiurage. In a di- 
ftH6lp &ick k^ the ^eye can coiiiitiiiS, 
there lia ^ general berdftiun/whb ImoWft^ ^ 
alD'the' cattle of the neighboii^rhoodi' li^d^^ 
wAmifc'^ation is upon a hill, ithtA \^til^*'' 
hei&inrey& the lower groiinds^ aiidif oanM 
iratmsfrittle :invade anoth?t*s^^gtafs; 4riv8jvv 
them ^Mk to their own borSers^^ fiat other' n 
m^^% of pi^ofit begin to be foAi&d:;- Itd^ \s:.u. 
gati^ed and bixrdti and: iloc^.are ioadcd'j^ 
with the concreted aflw^: Gttkii«ilicn(;«- 
liliely/to be improved by the Ikill and en- 

couragement 
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couragement of the p^efent Heir, and the^ 
inhabitattts *f tlibfe dljfcuirfe^ ir\fl!l^ -#fl! ■ 
twittak^ of the general prqgifefs oF life. '^ 

The rents of the parts vi(hidi\'feefehg tk^ 
the Duke of Argyle, have been raifeciilrom. 
fifty-five to one htmdted arid 'five potinfls, 
whether fiota the land or the feS? r'camitrf^ 
telL . The bounties of the fek tiave lattfy^^ 
been fo great, -that a farm in So^thuift haf 
rifen in ten years from a rent of thirty 
po^ildi^o one faundf ed and ei^lity* ^ 

*- •■ - . 

J3e who liv^s:in Col^ md Bnds hin^lf^f 

CQi^fnned to foUcairy meals, and incommuMis 

nfcafel^^xefle^tiqfti .will find the ilfcfidnEftlB 

of thftt midcSe. order of Tackfraen, tviiicfc ^ 

fome whoappkud their own triicjomire t^^ 

w^Axing tiiddbtjyi Without intdligcncci'' 

man 18 not fiwiril, he is only grtgaritou^j^ 

and little intelligence tviil tbei*e b^, i»<rhertf - 

all ate conftraiufd toxiaily laboui^^ and evwy 1 

mmdmttft wait upon the hind. 



f- 



till our oueiofirjrnrat Mafie<|i; ?W0 beglif l6 
think about our departure. To leave Cal 
SttOffeotertRsi^notircr^eaifjr. -We however 
fykki a fl(M>p whidbL kfroa ttie XGtfft ici) 
ipny kslft; fljijd fdr a pr&e. whidi^ il(« 
thought levied upon; mn^ usieffitiesv "^^tio; 
mafter agreed to carry" 08 to Mull^ whence 
we might readily pafs 6acfc to Scii 




M U L L. 






C -• + 



'\ ' b 



I : As^ <re were to cs^tch the iirft favour»IJk 
lucdath^ we fpent the night not very? ete- 
gantly, not pleaTantly m the veiiely and 
were laixded next day at T^or jkfortfrv a 
portin.iWW4 which appears to^ ail ui^ei&- 
perieqced eye formed for the Tecarityxrf 
ihips ; for m mouth is clofed by a itnall 
iflands whiehadmita them through £iam>w 
iji^anneh ioio a bidbn fufficiently capacioui. 
JThej MC indeed fafe from the fe^, but 

there 



through 'wibkb iiht ^mai iBEaeii^fnai itU; 

•■..\ Kii\'.oi r. . «-%■> ,••■■ . . '\.ii ', :, , t > }' ^^ 

"vTJheref Was ^er dao^g^er ^faSep'Wf^ w»c 
4^et% nQ^^we^ibvod ieYteral etirer treieilr 
itt? aidhor; vib that the part h^^x^wtf 



mined not to let^us lofe hk company, T^iiik 
there was any .difficulty remaining;^ ome 
over with us. His influence foon ap^ 
fQU^^^i fw he pfcew^A 8^ feorfes^^iind 
coadina^d us «d tiie honfe c^Dbdor Afti^ 

tainmefit, and^ iwry pleufifig c^m^titiim 

htm. bred aC Glq^ai^ hav^I rem<»ni|l 
with her father to^ M^ ^d^d- to c^kar 
^oalificatioaet a gr^srt knovd^ge ctf tibe 
Earji langmge^ w:bich^&bdicMto($t learned 
ia her chiidhoody^ut gained'' by ftttdyi and 
i: . was 
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WM the only interpfeter of E^ <po^^ 
tluit I could ever 6nd. 

The Ifle of MuH is perhaps in extent the 
third of tht Hebrides. It is not broken 
by watirSf nor mot into promontoriesi but 
16 a folid and compad mafs, of breadth 
nearly equal to its length. Of the dimen-^ 
ficms of the larger Iflands, there is no 
knowledge approaching tb^xadnefs. I am 
#illing to eflttnite it as containlbg about 
three huadred iquare miies. 

Mult had fufFercd like 5^ bythe black 
winter of feventy-one, in which, contrary 
to^ experience^ a continued froft detaiiied 
the fnow dght weeks upon the grouiid. 
Againft a calamity never knowni no provl* 
Hon had been madci and the people could 
only pine in helplefs miiery* One tenant 
wis mentioned, whofe cattle perifhed to the 
value of threifi hundred pounds ; a Io(s 
which probably more thkn the life of man 
c ^ ^ is 
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is' HfSe^ii'/ to fgpaif. In couiitn^* lite 
tk^fe, the idefciiptidna' 6f famiae feecome 
ihtclfigibte. Where, by vi^or6^& aad art- 
ful cbltivattofi o£ a foil iiasura&y fertile^ 




there h Commonly a fuj^duous 

Doth or graiti andf fffzh ; where the fields 

* ' *' ♦ ' *' " J. ' - * • ' • ' 

are crowded with cattle ; and where every 

hattd ii able to attra^ wealth from a di-« 
ftance^ by making fomething that promotea 
caie, or gratifies vanity^ a dear year pro-r, 
duces only a conuparative want, mrhich 
Is rather fee'n than felt, and which termi- 
nates eoihino&ry in no worfe €&c€t^ than 
tl^«t of condemnila^ the low^r orders of 
the community to iacrifice a little luxury to 
convenience^ or at itird!)^ a little convenience 
to neceffity. 



• c 



But where the climate is unkitid^* atni the 
ground penarious, fottu^the iooft, fruits 
%4l ytsars produce only enough to main'' 
taia ,ti»mfelyefr| vf^i^t IJifs ijfftijjiprojicd* 
aod luu^qraedi fades ;ato foo^i^tj^i^ l^tle 

* Y saore 
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mdre than naked exiftence, and every one is^ 
bufy for himfelf^ without any arts,. bXr? 
which the pleafure of others may be-jp-. 
creafed; irto the daily burden of^diftr^is 

( • . : /• " •• • ' •'-'' -'* - ^ --^ ." 

any additional weight be added, nothing 
remains^ but to despair ^nd die, Ifi JjM^ 
the (lirappbintj|nent of a harveft, jor a ni^jr 
rain among the cattle, cuts oflF the reffUn- 
lar provifion; and they who h^ve no. 
manufactures can purchafe no part of the 
fuperfluities of other countries. .The con^ 
fequence of a Bad feafon is here nqt fear*. 
city, out emptinefs ; and th^jr whofe plifPn. 
ty was barely a fupply of , natural ;aja^ . 
prefent need, when jhat flender flock fails^ 
muft perifh with hunger. . ^ ^ 



All travel has its advantages. If the 
paffenger vifits better countries, he Riw 
iearn to improve his ownl and if fortune car- 
riesmm to worfe, He may learn taenjoy it. 



to 
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to the early ages the great fchool of 
Theology^ atid is fuppofcd to have been 
the^lace 6f fepulture for the ancient kings. 

I^ though lefs eager, did not oppofe.him. 

'That' we might perform this expedition, 
it Was heceflary to traverfe a great part of 
Miili. ' We paffed a day at Dr, Mackanh^ 
and could have been well contented to ftay 
longer. But Col provided us horfes, i^nd 
we purmed our journey. This was^ a day 
of" Inconvenience, for the country is very 
rough, a^nd niy horfe was but Jittle, We 



'■ • 



travelled ipany hours through a trad, black 
and barren, in which, however, th^fe vv'efe 
the reliques of humanity j for we fourid a 
ruined chapel in our way. / , 

It IS natural, in traverfing this gloom* of 
deiblatidih to inquire, whether fomethidg 

may not be done to give Nature a more 

• •• 

cheerful face, and whether th<3fc hiHs and 
nioors that afford heath cannot wUh a little 

Y z care 



I. 
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earef^md labouc bear foxaet)uogi.iKi$cr ? 
The< £t&^ thought > that 'OiociirsL. tf- to>j^y^r 
theioc wkh ctrees^ for tba,Ua ^^.i^the^ 

be^nuie (lumps ajod rootf are yet remva- 
iftgj ?njji ^c fjjcpujatift haJfUly pf ocec^s to 
eeofuce that ne^ligeacjpj^nd Jba^p,^«tM;' 
hafi.ooiU^ fipr To- long a tuae ibeafysiuii 
impfovetnent. 



.1 «,' 



To drop feqd» in^c^ .tfe? .grpjan^jj^g^.ft- 
tend their.growth, ^?qpaii:?j? littfejj|j|ltP« 
and, xu> iktU, . lUe. wj^iiqt, xesaejuj^ofs .t)^a^^ 
tl»q woods,. 1^7 whifih tJic waxitfc;<?(f jft!^ 
have been, fuppUed &oio.,tbC'I)!elttgftrTttll 
now, were felf-fowo, iirjll opt iMifilj 2)9 
perfuaded to think aH the artan4cjpr9p8tiir 
tion necefiary) which the Georgick \rriters 
prcfofibit to plaiit€i^« Tx^ds (}e«|j»yq|.y h#e 
covered the tarth; with juj Itttleicultuiitt^ 
Th^j. Wiiim th^r tops athoog^ thf x)Ookfti(xf 
Noramy^^i^ might thii?e as \t«U;itt^;lh( 

But 



J 
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But there fra fi^gfetfiil inteifval betwrta 
the ifeed and timber. 'He that ail<rak»it's' 
the igrbwth of 'ti:eei[ ha^ the unwelcome 
femcinbratice of the ihbrtncfs of life driven 
hard iipon him. He knoWs that lie is do- 
ihg What wiir nev^r benefit hlirffelf j and 

. r ... 

when he rejoices to fee thte fteiri rfife, is 4kC^ 
l^oTed to re|>ine thut another &all cot* it 
down, ' 

Plantation is hararally the ^nrt>toythent 
df a inind unburdehcd with care,' khd va- 
liant to futurity, laturated with prefene 
^66i, and atTeifiii*e to derive gratification 
fttJm the profped; of pofterity. Me that 
piheiS i;(Hifh hunger, is in little care hom 
Olhm^ Ihall be fed. The' poor man' is fdi-^ 
doiji ftddious to make his grandfbi^ rkh. it 
&wf he fooii difeoivered, why in a placet 
"v^^kkh hardly fupplies the craviilgs: of ne^ 
teffity, there has been little attentioa tp the 
d^li^ts of fa^cy^ and why diflant CQnve-^ 
fiience is unregarded^ where the thpvghti 

' y 3 vc 



Neither is it quite. i(p, fafy to raiff laFj^c 
woods,' as may be conceived. Trees intend- 

cyl to pi;94uc§ ^^!?^ ^^9^ be.ibwn v^ere 
they are-. to grow, J and ground fowftfwi^h 
trees muft be kept ufejefe icw-j Ipngitiip?, 
inclofed at an expence from whiph n^y 
will be difcouraged by the reniQjtjeaer^ of 
the nrofi^^ and watcl^d j^ri^h th^^t atltpja^^y 
: lyhicbji in places whejre it ifl ,.moi^ nepdf^, 
will neither be given nor bought^ . Thi^^it 
cannot be plowed is evident; and if cattle 
be fufFercd to graze upon it, they, will de- 
vour the plants as faft as they rife- fvea 
ii) coarfer countries, where ierda and flocks 
are not fed, not only. the deer, and th« w^Id 
^oats will browfe upon th^, but i]x9 har§ 
and rabbit will nibble thein^ . It h. th^^ifc^ 
fore reafonable to believe, Y^j[^^t I dq . ;inpt 
remember sny natural ift tp have rcmarfcijd, 
^hjlt the/e was a time when th? worl^ vja? 

T?nr 
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high before animak ha4 bred numbers fuf- 
"ficient to intercci)t Aefft.; '' ^' ^-^ -"- • ' ' 

^ Jame's MaedmdB, ' Ih^'part' of tfie 
wHles^f HiS temtfii^,-. Cat or fowM ^-ecs, ' 
to 'the ttun*er,'aa'F havfc betfn "toM,- 6f 
vfeVdral rniHions, ^xpeftlng, doulkleft, ' ttat 
they Would grow lipinto fiiture navies arid 
cities ;' 'but * for want' of inclofurc, land of 
tlttit ' citt which ' is always neceflary; aiid 

will hardly ever be taken, all hi^ C6ft and 

« • ' • • •• — « • 

jaboiir hdve* been 'loft, tfnd the ground is 
likely to continue an ufelefs heith. * 

' Having -not any' Experience of a journey 
in Mull^ we had'no doubt of re-acfirng the 
fda bjr day-light, and therefore had hot left 
Dr. Maclean's « Ter y early. We travelled 

« * « * 

(RlJgently enough, but found the country, 
for road there was none, very difficult to 
pafs. We •were always ftruggling with 

Y 4 feme 
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of tl^ ^e or miod. Wp «»«r, ww Img 

enough acquainted wit^ )n\\]§ SM34 bp^lh tQ 
ritaveloft thei-etnotioa 'di!^ >^)e7!OBee r^ed, 
jvriietber iplevfisf; m fiaeit&y> tuA'hxAismT 

vijeiaion, of efcapiog^U real .,«vili, tTIwm 
W99 no houfe in Mull tp which ;j^ '49$^ 
not introduce us. He had intended to 
lodge us, for |hat jj%ht, wjth a gendeman 
th^t lived upon the caail» but ^iicovered oq 

Ahtt way, ^that kc iJien^hf^ in i)e<| ^Mout 
hopeof life* . ii 1^ 



<•• If, , ' t ijf r ^ St 



yfit refoked not to; em))afraf» a fatfliljr, 
in a time of fb much fonroWf if :ai^. orhpf 
expedi^Qt could he found } and a$ the, i£[a»cl 
of t7/^a W48.over-^gait^ iWi it w«4f.4«9Jf-' 
mined that we ihould pafs the ftrait and 
Ixave recourft to the Lairdi who, MOst the 
Qther genfkmen of the Iflan4«^ wat^kaDwo 

to 



I 



but wbtR 9|t i^lt <vi$ iofme tti t^vaae^^iiff 

f^tif rcachf hut^ that iRliielt^ we hadf ^Ireaify 
declined. « ^ 



\ u L V a; 

• . . . • 

Whilfc we flood delibcratiiig, ,we w^re 
happily cfpied from an Irj/h (lap, thai^ay 
at anchor ia the ilrait. The mailer fav» 
ibat we. i^motcd a pailage,. aad with great 
cinlity fenc i|»*bis hoat^ which quickly coa-fi 

vcyed us to Uha^ ipfhere we were very 

* , .• 

liberally eot^rtaided t)^ M^« MtK^quctrry^ 

■ I ■ ■■ ■ 4 

' Ta U/iAi we^came ia the darkf amd U£t 
•Jit before noo»^he next day* A v^y exaft 

dcfcription 
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-ff^itiofi-'tfcereftrc Witt not betcscpcddl.* 
We^ were • toW, ; ifcat • k ist ato'lfiincl bf ito 
great extent^ rough and barrebyiaSiabiGbd 
by the Macquarrys ; a clan not powerful 
iidr numferou^, but of antl<{ftlty;* \^ich 
mdft? oihbrilfamnifeB are> conterif^ to reVfe- 
feocew The num^ is fup]^»lf tl^ibe^^di- 
pravation of fome other; -fdr the Earjt 
language does not afford it any etymo« 
jc^,' Matqudrry is proprietor both of 

* XJlva and fome adjacent Iflahds, amcSfg 
which is Stqffai fo lately raifed to re'iiox*^ 
by Mr. Banks. 



» < > .. 

l1 



When the Iflanders were "i^eproafched 
with their igtiorance, or ittfenfibiflty tif the 
trotwiers oi Staff a^ they had riot niHchto 
reply* They had indeed cortfidered It lit- 
de, becaufe they had always fceti it j' aiid 
none but philofophers, nor UTiey alwajrs, 
., ^re flrucfc with wonder, otherwife than by 
nJovehy. How would it furprift an unen- 
lightened ploughman, to • hear a company 

of 



0f fobcr. mcni j©qui|4ngik5riar|3at *{)oiir^ tke 
tond toflGoa aiJloBc, or wbyitt^^one/A«^^ 

•'•.-■ \ .! ^ - ' **■ 
. ^ ... . . , 

, ,pf the ;»ac^«rs of Macgmn^i f who thns 
.^« hid ia hU imf]?equ€iited ^Iflaadv Iibinra 
fcAmd m^mmbk in all placa where tbtj 
€9u}4b<??3gp€<3:e4t - • ; • v 

Inquiring after the reliquea c€ fqnntr 
uianners, I found that in ,Uiv^ m^jl 
tbink;> no where elfe, is continued the ps^jr- 
ment of the Merc beta Mulierum ; a:firne in 
old jtimes due to the Laird at the marriage 
of a virgifl. The original of this^;claitti, as 
of our tenure of Boroj^b EngJijfkj » «s yem^ 
oufly delivered, It is plealant to .fiiad an- 

ft 

jcient cuftoms in old families. This pay- 
mcnt| like others, was, for lyant of moneyi 
i|iadc anciently i{i ^he produccof the land* 
Macquarry was ufed to demand a fh«p, 
for which he now takea a crdwn, by that 
inattention to the uncertain proportion be« 
, tween 



lat A jcyaKNEY ro tat 

jfc^ief of' fopfAying; • hutiian '^aiit«, btat a 
€i^n%^li:"l!)ra^ irt 'brie time moife, atfaiii 

6«(<#'Iefej^ •■♦-■■• '■ •■ •■ ' ••■•'••■>.■ : ■ —.'- 



^l?i?i/a wa* fiot neglcdied by'^ -piety of 
aneknt timefr : k lias ftill tofl&ow whatwaa^ 
dfiitfa^htii'-cW : ■' '" •■■•••••: — 

-*- «.--",. .. ^ i* * r . I J '' jfk 

INCH KENNETH. 

I 

In the morning we went again into the 

oat, and were landed on Inch Kenhetd, an 

tflahd about a mile longj and perhaps hal^ 

a'^mlre bVoad, remarkable for pleafantneft 

and fertility. It is verdant and grafly, aiia 

■ ■> - "j ' ■ ' ' • • * 

fit hoth for paftuire and till^ige; but it hi^ 

ill *■' « 1 » ^ " "■ -^ 

'no trees. Ifs' only inhabitants were Sir 

'j^ldfi 'Macteatii ' and two young ladlfes,' 

his daughters, with tlieir fervants. 

' •*. ' ■ » : » • ■«,..».., , " I - 

4 Romance 
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dot flnkcs. t]KC iowgiailtiflu^f ^i^ine/jtiuui^^^i^ 
little ds^ ia ■ ii^efis!^ ^eptpM^of We£^ .^ 
fcurity, occupied npt'by a,gfi^fft ti«t^qf»$ii;if^ 
or amphibioa,s,iiteioa«, l«^^y,a.^^^:, 
matt and fwoladi», of fiigti Mnb\ jipl^jibed 

• » 

manners^ and disgam eoaverfatdoi^^ - who/ 

t^ groimdf Wi f^ii^iOt^ with v»^i^ffi0i^ 
sieatQefs and eonvcnieHcei pra^l^d'>^;l^ej 
kindnefti of iioflpiffaVity;* atid refUiemeat of 
courtefy. 






Sit ^^ 18 the Ghieftaki oS (h^ ^i^ac 
disaiof MuiiJcm^ M^klbiri laM tO:Glftip^ the 
fecond place amon^ tbr Highland famili^^ 
yielding only to Macdonald. Though by 
the miicondu^t of his anceflors, moil of the 
extesi&ne, territory^ w|iich ,would^i^ye de«- 
f(;9ndiesd'1bhiffl, hat. faceii; aliewtted^ he fiill 
refiuni& imich t£ tlie di^ty axHl iijathoiij^o 
df. his. birth. Whc» feTdiera were \atel^* 
vantii^ fbrtKe JmttManiifit, .appU^oa 

Wat 



• - i i , * 



a bttudned 'men far 1^ &im6kt ^Iviifd'i^befaf ' 
the Am»iic»i8^) awl bocie .)iq(ms tii^er Mi" ^ 



"whcir jh^ liy«^-npt oply.yifh ptentyv Jjatu 'i 
with, ;^|egs^ev .hav^ CQave^d.4tD<iusicQ^jx.- 

When- we landed, we were met by Sir 
AUan andi the ladies, acconspakinl' by H/S^ 
Masfuan^$ w^o had pafied fbme iJiD0i«iditlb '5 
tfiem^-aad now retimied ta &iva ^^^c^ihfi a 






:: .y::n :irr. ivt * 



We all walked together : ta tbd maaiihan^ ^ - 
where we found one cottage for Sit'AVoBf 
and< I tlimk two moi^e dfbr the* domeftTdts 
and ' «he bflfces; We entered, and wanStdSb' ' ' 
Mttle thJut: palaces a&rd. ©urroainL'Wair 

neatly 



»e*0y ♦flftW^r ^^ vwdi lighted;, and.pw 
dii|f3|er,, "w^ijU'^ W|^ 4?^fle<J, in. .one of 4m> 

QtlHM IhiI^ w^fttfikatiful aad diiliaate. - 



#< ^ 
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.s. In the afternooif Sir ^Itan reminded' n^ 
thir^thc dayiywasSutiday, wMch heneTer 
fu^[^ed to pa^ 'wkh(>bt ibmfc religious dt^ 
fiini^cm^ and invited tis to partake iti ftiS 
i|Ss of dojpieftick worihip; whkh B hopi^ 
neither Mr, Bofwell nor myfelf ivill beTuf^ 
peded of a difpofition to refufc The elder 
of the laudies read the Engltjh ferviceJ - 



» . ' r t •» ' 



, / ji 1 1 ./ '.'«<Il V I. 



/ik:)^^ Ktmeihr wa8ix>nce :afA foniinMUHf ^-^^ 
ecdefiafticks, ifubordinate, I dtppdfe, ^td( • 
Icolwkill. Sir ^//4sr ihad.a miad toitra«B ' 
the foundation of the college, but neither' 
r nor Mr. B^fwell^ who bends a keener ejc 
m ^^»g?,: were itble to -perceive thehi. - ^-^ 



•t 



ti'» 



^jv:. .attwHop^ however, ; was fu^jep^ jr 
en^g^jCjJ hy^i-a y,enej;ablc ,■ chag^el, w^h^ch 

?*ft^.^/y^ entijc, C3fc?gti tl^t ,fbe ipq^ 19 

..; . gone. 



» #• 



Si6 A j6lJiltl4Elr to tftE 

gi^. It k «^«ittt4±ty fed hi len^h, gjsS 
%1iAvf in toeidtb. 0& '6nc fide 6f the ftleaf 

is a bM Mttif oftUt fateiStd'VkgfiA) and hf 
it lies a little bell ; which, though cracked* 
sudwithoat-ft clapjpiieF, has fMaalned i^re 
for agcsi guairded o»ly by fhft "WjcfaMiM 
ntfs of tiie piace; The ground roond tbe 
chlpd i» covered With grii««^R<Ofie» ^ 
Qricfd aoA ladies*} aad ftitt cb«ttiiii«« to tM 
a*^ place of feature;* > '^ - : 



. ' t 



hck Kemuth is a prt^Kr ^ {itelbdo b 
IcolmkilL It was not without foine 
mfMHwfok emottoor <htt< w(e"430ftca«pllited 
the c(wi» of religkms firnAuMi^ and ^ 
Qonamefttt of the dcSad; - ' 

k . • . ' • 

Oa the next ddy we took a itK>re difimdl 
vkw of the plac6i and trett. with tiie bait 
to fee' oyfters in the bed, out c^ which the 
b«M-mea fdfx:ed up as many is^were wtTnC* 
<fde Even Uteh Kenneth has' a fdbccrdl^ 
m» maud, named Saeidiland^ t fuj^fe; 

in 
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la contempt^ where we laod^d, and fouxid 
a rock, tv^ith a fvjrface of perhaps fow 
acres, of which ooe is na]&ed ftoue> another 
fpread with fand and fhells, fijme of which 
I picked up for their gloflj beauty, and 
two covered with a little earth and grafst 
on which Sir jilUn has a few iheep; I 
doubt not biit when there was a college at 
lach K^n9eth% there w^as >a hermitage upoa 
Sandiland. 

Having wandered over th<^ extenfive 
plaiiQSy we conUBitted our&lves again to the 

winds and waters^ and after a voyage of; 
about ten minute, in whicli vt^ met with' 
nothing very obfervable* w^e again fafe 
upon dry ground. 

We tdd Sir Alian our defire of vifiting 
Icohnktlly and entreated him to give us his 
protedion, and bis company. He thought 
pfopa: to hefitate a latlct but the Ladies 
hiatedi ths(t as. they. knew he would not 

* Z finally 
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finally refufe, he would do better if he pre- 
ferved the grace of ready compliance, He 
took their advice, and promifed to carry u» 
on the morrow in his boat. 

' »■ '* 

We paffed the remaining part of the d»y 
in fuch amufcments as were in our power. 
Sir Allan rdated the Jmrican campai^f 
and at evening one of tha La4iea pkycd^^W' 
her harplichordi while G/and MuM^pM^ 
danced a Scottijh reel with the othtnr. 

We could have been eafily perfoadedi Xff 
a longer flay upon Inch Kenneth^ but life 
will pot be all pafTed in delight. The feffion 
at Edinburgh was approaching, from which 
Mr. Bo/hvell could not be ablent. / 

In the morning our boat was rea3y: it 
was high and ftrong. Sir Allan viiSuallei 
it for the day, and proy^ided able rovferp. 
We now parted from the young Laird o£ 
Col^ who had treated us with fo much kind- 

nefs» 
4 
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fiefs) and concluded his favours by con- 
fignlng us to "Sir Allan. Here we had the 
laft embrace of this amiable man, who, 
while thefe pages were preparing to atteft 

his virtueis, periflied in the paflage between 

UJva and fnch Kenneth. 

. . «• 

Sir AUcin^ to whbm the Whole regidi 
49^8 well known, told U6 of a very remark- 
able cave^ to which he would ihow us the 
way. We had been difappointed already 
by one cave, and were not much eleYated 
by the expedation of another* 

It was yet better to fee it, and we flop* 
ped at fome rocks on the coaft of MulL 
The mouth is fortified by vaft: fragments of 
ftone, over which we made our wayi nei- 
ther very nimbly, nor very fecurely. The 
place, however, well repaid our trouble. 
The bottom, as far as the flood ruihes in^ was 
encumbered with large pebbles, but as we 

Z 2 > advanced 
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advanced was fpread over with finooth fand. 
The breadth is about forty-five feet : the 
i^oof rifes in an arch, almoft regular, to a 
height which we could not meafure j but I 
think it about thirty feet. 

This part of our curiofity was nearly 
fruftrated ; for though we Went tb fee a 
cave, and knew that caves Are dafK^'^^^c 
forgot to carry tapers, and did not dlfiiover 
our omiffion till we were wakened * by ^bbr 
wants. Sir Mian then fent one of the!)6at- 

men into the country, who foon retiirnki 
with one little candle. We were thus en- 
abled to go forward, but could not venture 
far. Having pafled inward from the' Tea* to 
a great depth, we found 6n (he ti^hVli&id 
a narrow paflage, pethaps not mote 'tfikn 
fix feet wide, obftrudcd by «^r6a:t ffo^s, 
over which we climbed 'and caflile int^' a 
fecond cave, in breadth tw^nty-d^ ' feet. 
The air in this apartment 'was ^venr*raijiii, 
tut not otjt^FeiEve, nor loaded witti vapours* 

Our 
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Our light fliowed no tokeas of a feculent 
or corrupted atmofphere. Here was a 
fquare ftone, called, as we are told, JFia- 
.gah Table. 

If we had been provided with torches, 
we fliould have proceeded in our fearch, 
though we had already goqe as far as any 
forajter adventurer, eis^cept fome who are 
reported never to have returned j and, 
jneafuring our way back, we found it more 
than a hundred and fixty yards, the eleventh 
part of a mile* 

. Our meafures were not critically exaft, 
having been made with a walking pole, fuch 
as it is convenient to carry in thefe rocky 
CQuntries, of which I gueffed the length by 
ftanding ag^nft it. In this there could be 
no great errour, npr do I much doubt but 
the Highlander, whom we employed, . re^i- 

r J 

ported the number right. More nicety 
however is .better, and no man fhould tra- 

Z 3 vol 
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yel unproyided with inftruments for taking 
heights and diftancea. 

There is yet another caufe of errour not 
always eafily furmounted^ though morQ'dan-^ 
gerous to the veracity of itinerary xitti^^ 
fives, than imperfe^ mettfuratfon* An 
ohferver deeply ixnprdSfed by any revxarE- 
able fpediicle^ does not fuppo&i thafi the 
traces will fobn vaaiffa from htt ush^f 
and having commoply no great ..cmmt- 
nience for vTridng, defers the dtfcrij^liQi^^ 
91 time of more- kifuro^. and belter ti^ixiia-' 
l&od^tioh. 



♦ • ■ 



He who has npt made the experimjeot, 
or who is not accufiomed to require ri^ 
gorou$ accuracy £rom hiw^df, willlcarcely 
bplicve how much a few hpur^ take, frcjn 
certainty of knowledge, and diftindnefs of 
imagery j how the fucceffion of objeda \fill 
be broken, ^ how feparate parts will be coa- 
fiifed^ ^n4 how many particular features 
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and difcriminations ^ill be compreiTed and 
conglobated into one grofs aod general 
idea. 

To this dilatory notation muft be im- 
puted the fdfe relations of travellers^ where 
there h no inuiginable motive to deceive. 
Tbej trufted to memory, what cannot be 
ttufted fafely but to the eye, and told by 
gucfs what a few hours before they had 
known with certainty. Thus At was that 
WheeUr and Spm defcribed with irrecon- 
cilable contrariety things which they 
furveyed together, and which both ua* 
doubtedly defigned to fhow as they law 
thenif 

When we had fatisfied out curiofity in 
the cave, fo far as 6ur penury of light per- 
mitted us, we clambered again to our boats, 
and proceeded along the coaft of MuU to a 
lieadland, called Atun^ reniarkible for the 

Z 4 cdumnar 
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columnar form of the rocks, which rife in 
a feries of pilafters, with a degree of regu- 
larity, which Sir Allan thinks not kfi 
worthy of curiofity than the fhore of 

Stdffa. 

Not long after we came to another range 
of black rocksy which had the appearaxioe 
of broken pilafterS) fet one behijBd an- 
other to a great depth. This place W48 
chofen by Sir Allan for our dlonef. 
We were eafily accommodated with fe^tfy 
for the ftones were of all heights^ a»d 
refrefhed ourfelves apd our boatmen^ wbo 
could have no other reil till ^^ wf rq . 9(i 
IcolmkilU . ' .'sjWl'^^ 

The evening was now approaching, and 
we were yet at a cp^xiiderablie d^^ciicf iO^om 
the end of our expedition.; We .c<m9V 
therefore flop no more to make remarjgd^M 
the way» but fet forward with fome degc#e 

of 
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of eagernefs. The day foon failed ust 

and the moon prefented a very folemn and 

pleafing fcene. The fky was clear, fo that 

the eye commanded a wide circle : the fea 

was neither ftill nor turbulent : the wind 

neither lilent nor loud. We were never 

far from one cbaft or another, on which, if 

tht weather had become violent, we could 

have found flielter, and therefore contem- 

'plateiJat eafe the region through which we 

"glided in the tranquillity of the night, and 

fkw now a rock and now an ifland grow 

gradually confpicuous and gradually ob- 

feiire. - 1 committed the fault which I have 

jtift been cenfuring, in negleding, as we 

paiTed, to note the feries of this placid 

navigation. 

; t 

We were very near an Ifland, calkd 
ihifCs Ijlandi perhaps from an ancient con- 
irefit. Hferc is faid to have been dug the 
ftone that \his ufed in the buildings of 

Icolmkill. 
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J^lmkfli, Whether it is oow inhabited ive 
could not ftay to inquire. 

* • 

At laft we came to IcolmkUl, but fouod 
1)0 convenience fcx- Undii^. Our boat 
could not be forced very ne«r the dry 
grounds 3nd our Highlanders carried iis 
over the tvater. 

We were now treading that illuftrious 
Ifiand> which was once the luminary of the 
Caledonian regions, whence &vage clans and 
loving barbarians derived the benefits of 
kiiK>wledge» and the blefiings of religioiu 
To abArad the mind from all local emodati 
would be impofiible^ if it were endeavoured, 
and would be foolifh, if it were poflible. 
Whatr er withdraws us from the power 
of our ienfes ;' whatever makes the paft) thfe 
diilant) or the future predominate ov6r thb 
prefent) advances us in the dignity of thinifc* 
log beiflga. Far from me and from taf 

friehdSf 



y 
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friends, be fuch frigid philofophy as may 
condudt us indifferent and unmoTied over 
jiny ground which has been dignified 
by wifdom, bravery, or virtue. That man 
is little to be envied, whofe patriotifm 
would not gairi force upon the plain of 
liaralbon^ or whofe piety would not grotfr 
warmer among the ruins of lona ? 

We came too late to vifit monuments : 
fome care was neceffary • for ourielves. 
Whatever was in the Ifland, Sir Allan 
could command, for the inhabitants were 
Macleans I but havidg littk they could ^kcA 
give us much^ He went to the headman 
ef tl^ Ifl^Dd, whom Faitiei but Fame de<^ 
Hghts in aQ»{^ifyingi reprefimts m worth 
Qoki^ than fifty pQund#«. He was perhaps 
proud enough of big gueflsi but ill pre^ 
pared for our entertainment ; howevert he 
foon produced more provifiou than men not 
luxurious require. Our lodging wa« npA 
pi be provided. We found a barn well 

Aocked 
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ftockcd with Kay, and niadfe oftr beds m 
foft as we could. 

* 

In the mornings we irofe and furveyed 
the place. The churches of the two con- 
vents are both (landing, though unroofed. 
They were built of unhewn ftbne, but 
folid, and not inelegant. I brought away 
rude meafures of the buildings, fuch as 
I cannot much truft myfelf, inaccurately 
taken, and obfcurely noted. Mr. Pennant*^ 
delineations, which are doubtlefs exafl, 

have made my unfkilful defcription lefs 
neceflary. 

The epifcopal church confifts of two 
parts, feparated by the belfry, and built at 
different times. The original church had, 
like others, the altar at one end, and tower 

* 

at the other ; but as it grew too fmall, an- 

other building of equal dimenfion was 

added, and the tower then was neceffarily 

in the middle. 

That 



i^. 
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That thefe edifices are of differeat ag^4^ 
feems evident. The arch of the firft church 
is Roman^ being part of a circle ; that of the 
additional builditig is pointed^ and there-> 
fore Gothickj or Saracenical\ the tower is 
firm, and wants only to be floored and^ 
covered. 

Of the cha^abers or cells belonging to the 
monks, there are fome walls remaining^ 
but nothing approaching to a complete 
apartmentt 

The bottom of the church Is fo incum- 
bered with mud and rublnfh, that we could 
make no difcoveries of curious infcriptions^ 
and what there are have been already' 
publifhed. The place is faid to be known 
where the black ftones lie concealed, on 
which the oli Highland Chiefs, when they 
made contracts and alliances, ufed to take 
^he oath, which was confidered as more 
facred than any other obligation^ and which 

could 
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tonld not bt violatad witliciut thi biackeH 
infamy. ?tt tlioft day a -ctf i^ioleuce ^nd 
irapine, it was af great importance to im- 
ptt{^ upon fa^ge miiids the fan^tlty of att 
otfthy by fome fMirticulat and extraordinarf 
clircamftanc€8* They would not batci rfli^ 
cQiirfe to the black ftonc^ Upon fmall ct 
cotnmoti occafiotils, atki whetl they had 
cftibUfhed their faith by this t#diiWfndou$ 
fanftion, incamftancy and treathery were 
no longef feared. 

The chapel of the twttriery is liow ufeA 
by the inhabitants as a kind of general ^ 
cow^-houCe, and the bottom is c^Al^qiientPf 
too mity fo* examination*' Some of thU 
ftones which coverdl the later abbfefles have 
infcriptions, which mtgfrt ftt be read, if 
the chapel were cleanfed. The roof of 
thb, as of all the dther buildings, is totally 
deftroycd, riot only bccaufe timber quick- 
ly decays -when it is negleded, biit be- 
cjuife in an ifland utterly dcftitate of wood, 

it 
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i^was wanted for uk% and was CoistfequeDtly 
the firft pluci4er of 0€«dy mpiucity; 

•J 

The chancel of the nuns* chapel i$ 
covered with ao arch of flon^ to whkh 
tune has do«ie no injury ; and a fmatt 
apartment communicating with the choir^ 
on the oprth nde» like the cbapter-houfe 
in cathedrals^ roofed with fktne in the 
fame manner^ is likewife entire. 

• ♦ 

In one of the churches was a marble 
akar, wluch the fttperftition of the uihz^ 
bitants has deilroyed. Their opinion waSf 
that a fragment of this ftone was a defence 
againft fhipwrecks, fire, and mifcarriages« 
In one corner of the church the hafon for 
holy water is yet unbroken. ^ 

.The cemetery of the nunnery WftSy till 
very lately, regarded with fufl;i.reTereMCj 
that only women were .btjriq4 ifl^ it. 'J^hcf^ 
tjeliquw of veacrsnioa.ajwajjf pyo^sce/qajg.^ 

mournful 
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mournful pleafure. * I could have forgiven 
ia great injury more eafily than the viola* 
tion of this imaginary fandity. 

South of the chapel ftand the walls of a 
large room, virhich was probably the hall, 
or refedory of the nunnery. This apart- 
ment is capable of repair. Of the reft of 
the convent there are only fragments. 

Befides the two principal churches, there 
are, I think, five chapels yet ftanding, and 
three more remembered. There are alfa 
croffes, of which two bear the names of 
St. John and St. Matthew. 

A large fpace of ground about thefe con- 
fecrated edifices is covered, with grave- 
Hones, few of which have any infcription. 
He that furveys it, attended by an infular 
antiquary, may be told where the Kings 
of many nations are buried, and if he 
loves to footh his imagination with the 

thoughts 
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thoughts that naturally rife in places 
where the great and the powerful lie min- 
gled with the duftj let him liflen in fub- 
miflive filence ; for if he afks any queflions, 
his delight is at an end. 

lona has long enjoyed, without any very 
credible atteftation, the honour of being re- 

puted the cemetery of the Scottijh Kings. 
It is not unlikely, that, when the opinion 
of local fan6kity was prevalent, the Chief- 
tains of the Ifles, and perhaps fome of the 
Norwegian or Jri/h princes were repofited 
in this venerable enclofure. But by whom 
the fubterraneous vaults are peopled is now 
utterly unknown. The graves are very 
numerous, and fome of them undoubtedly 
contain the remains of men, who did not 
cxped to be fo foon forgotten. 

Not far from this awful ground, may 
be traced the garden of the monaftery: 
the fiihponds are yet difcernible, and the 

* A a aqucdud, 
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aquedu(3:, which fupplied them, is (till 
in ufe. 

There remains a broken building, which 
is called the Bifhop's houfe> 1 know not 
by what authority. It was once the refi- 
dence of fome man above the common rank, 
for it has two ftories and a chimney. We 
were fliewn a chimney at the other end| 

which w;as only a nich, without perfora- 

' ' . ■* 

tion, but {o much does antiquarian ere* 
dulity, or patriotick vanity prevail, that it 
was not much more fafe to truft the eye of 
our inftrudor than the memory. 

There is in the Ifland one houfe mor^ 
and only one, that has a chimney : wc^en- 
* tered it, and Found it neither wanting re* 
pair nor inhabitants j but to the farmers, 
who now poflefs it, the chimney is of no 
great value ; for their fire was made on the 
floor, in the middle of the room, and not- 
withftanding the dignity of their manfion, 

they 
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they rejoiced, like their neighbours, ia 
th^ ?qmforts of fmoke. 

It is obferved, that ecclefiaflical colleges 
are always in the moft.pleafant and fruitful 
places. While the world allowed the 
monks their choice, it is furcly no difho- 
jiour that they chofe welL This Ifland is 
remarkably fruitful. The village near the 
churches is faid to contain feventy families, 
which, at five in a famUy, i» more than a 
hundred inhabitants to a mile. There are 
perhaps . other villages ; yet both corn and 
cattle are annually exported. 

But the frultfulnefs of lona is now its 
whole profperlty. The inhabitants are re- 
markably grofs, and remarkably negleded : 
I know not if they are vifited by any Mi- 
nifter. The Ifland, which was once the 
metropdis of learning and piety, has now 
no fchool for education, nor temple for 

A a 2 worfhip. 
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wor{hip9 only two inhabitants that can 
fpeak Engli/hf and not one that can writt 
or read. 

The people are of the clan of Maclean ; 
and though Sir Allan had not been in the 
place for many yearSf he was received with 
mi the reverence due to their Chieftain* 
One of them being ihatply reprehended by 
kimi for not fending him fome rdm, de- 
clared after his departure^ in Mr. BqpwelPi 
prefencCf that he had no defign of difap*- 
pointing him^ for^ faid he, / nvould cut mjt 
bmes for himj and if be hddfcnt his dog 
for iff hejhwtd have had it^ 

When we wer6 to depart, our boat Was 
left by the ebb at a great diftance from the 
water, but no fooner did we wiOi it afloat^ 
than the iflanders gathered round it^ iEind, 
by the union of many hands, pufhed it 
down the beach; every man who could 
5 coijtribiKc 



WESTERN ISLAND?. &c. 35? 

IBontribute his help feemed to think himfelf 
happy in the opportunity of beings for a 
fnpmentj ufeful to hij» Chief* 

We now left (hofe illuflrious ruins, by 
which Mr* Bofwell was much afiPeded, nor 
would I willingly be thought to have look- 
ed upon them without fome emotion. Per« 
hapsi in the revolutions of the worlds lona 
inay be fometime again the inftru^trefs of 
the Wefterii Regions. 

It was no long voyage to Mutl^ where, 
pnder Sir Allans protedtion, we landed in 
the evening, and were entertained for tha 
night by Mn Maclean^ a Minifter that lives 
upon the coafl, whofe elegance of conver- 
fation, and ftrength of judgment, would 
make him confpicuous in places of greater 
celebrity. Next day we dined with Dr. 
Maclean^ another phyfician, and then tra- 
wiled on to the houfe of a very powerfql 

A a g Laird, 

.**-.^''.^'' airs n.i.:.^f^f>'^' ' '' < - Mtmci 
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'Laird, Maclean of Lochbi^i for in thi» 
tountry every man's name is Maclean. 

Where races are thus numerous, and 
thus combined, none but the Chief of a clan 
is addreffed by his name. The Laird of 
Dunvegan is called 'Macleod^ biit ^other 
gentlemen of the fame family are denomi- 
nated by the places where they refide, as 
.Raqfa^ or Talijker. The diftindion of the 

meaner people is made by 'their Chriftian 
names. In confequence of this pra£llce, 
the late Laird of Macfarlane^ an eminent 
genealogift, confidered himfelf as difre* 
fpedlfully treated, if the common addition 
was applied to him. Mr. Macfarlaney faid 
he, may with equal propriety be faid to 
many j but I, and I only, am Macfarlane. 

Our afternoon journey was through a 
country of fuch gloomy defblation, that 
Mr. Bofwellihou^ht no part of the Highr 
lands equally terrificki yet we came with- 
out 
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out any difficulty, at evening, to Lochbuy^ 
where we foun4 a true Highland Laird, 
rough and haughty, and tenacious of his 
dignity ; who, hearing my name, inquired 
lyhether I was of the JohvfiQp,s of Gkncoe^ 
ox of Ard^fiffirchan. 

Lochbuy has^ like the other infulir 
Cbieftulas, quitted the caftle that fheltered 
liis anqeftor^^ and lives near it, in a 
manfion nqt very fpacious or fplcndid. I 
have feen no houfes in the Iflands much to 
be envied for convenience or magnificence, 
yet they bear teftimony to the progrefe of 
arts and ciyility, a^ they Ihew that rapine 
and furprife are no longer dreaded, and are 
much more, commodious than the ancient 
fortrefles. 

The caftles of the Hebrides^ ipaay of 
which are fbuiding> and many ruined, 
were always built upon* points of land, on 
-the margin of the fea. For the choice, of 

A a 4 this 
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this fituation there muft have been fon^e 
general reafbn, which the change of man- 
ners has left in obfcurity. They were of 

*■•.*■* 

no ufe in the days of piracy, as defences of 
the coaft ; for it was equally acceflible in 
other places. Had they been fea*marks or 
light-houfes, they would have been of 
more ufe to the invader than the natives, 
who could want no fuch dire^ions on their 
own waters : for a watch-tower, a cottage 

on a hill would have been better, as it 

. ♦ . , , ' ««.'".■ 

would have commanded a voider view. 

' . • • . - - 

If they be confidered merely as places of 

retreat, the fituation feexns not welt chofen ; 

• ' . . . . " . '• ■ ■ . . 

for the Laird of an Ifland is fafeft from 

foreign enemies in the center : oq the coaft 

he might be more fuddenly furpriled tbao 

in the inland parts ; and the invaders, if 

their enterprife mifcarried, might more 

* ' . . . ^ ^^ 

cafily retreat* Some convenience, how* 
ever, whatever it was, their pofition oa 
the ihore afforded ; for uniformity of prac- 



\v.x 
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fice feldom cootinues loDg vritbout gQQ4 
reafon. 



Acaftle in the Iflands ia onlj a fingle 
tower of three or four dories, pf which thp 
walls are fometimes eight or nine feet 
thick, with narrow windows, and clofe 
winding il^irs of ftone. The top rifes in a 
conet qr pyramid of fione, encompaifed 
by battlementSv The iqtermediate floors 
are fometimes frames of timber^ as in com- 
mon houfes, and fometimes arche^f of done, 
or altefn^tely (lone and timber; fo that 
there was very littlp danger from fire. In 
the center of every floor, frqm top tq bqt- 
tqm, is the ch;ef room, qf no great ex- 
tent, round which there are narrow cavi- 
ties, or recefles,, formed by fmall vacuities, 
pr by ^ doubly W2i|l. I know not whether 
there be eyer ippre than ^np fire-place* 
They had not capacity to contain many 
people, or much provifion j but their ene- 
mies could feldqm flay to blockade th^m ; 

for 
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for if they failed in the firft attack) their 
next care was to efcape. ^ 

The walls were always too ftrong to be 
fhaken by fuch defultory hoftilities; the 
windows were too narrow to be entered* 
and the battlements too high to be fcaled; 
The only danger was at the gates» over 
which the wall was built with a fquare ca- 
^ity^ not unlike a chimney, continued to the 
top. Through this hollow the defendants 
let fall ftones upon thofe who attempted to 
break the gate, and poured down water, 
perhaps fcalding water, if the attack was 
made with fire. The caftle of Lochin^ was 
fecured by double doors, of which the 
outer was an iron grate. 

In every cafile is a well and a dungeon. 
The ufe of the well is evident. The dun- 
geon is a deep fubterraneous cavity, walled 
on the fides, and arched on the top, into 
which the defcent is through a narrow door, 

bj 
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by a ladder or a rope, fo that it feems im- 
J)0flrible to efcape, when the rope or ladder 
is drawn up. Th« dungeon was, I fujp- 
pofe, m war, a prifon for fuch captives as 
■were treated with feverity, and, in peace, 
for fuch delinquents as had committed 
crimes within the Laird's jurifdiaion ; for 
the manfions of many Lairds were, till the 
late privation of their privileges, the halls 
of juftice to their own tenants. 

As thefe fortifications were the produc- 
tions of mere neceffity, they are built only 
for fafety, with little regard to convenience, 
and with none to elegance or pleafure. It 
Was fufficient for a Laird of the Hebrides, 
if he had a ftrong houfe, in which he could 
hide his wife and children from the next 
clan. That they are not large nor fpiendid 
is no wonder. It is not eafy to find how 
they were raifed, fuch a* they are, by men 
who had no money, in countries where the 
Jabourcrsand artificers could fcarcely be fed. 

The 
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The buildings in difFerent ' parts of th« 
Iflands fliew thdr degrees of wealth and 
power. 1 believe that for all the caftles 
which I have feen beyond the Tnvced^ the 
ruins yet remaining of fome one of thefe 
which the Engltjh built in Wakjn^ would 
fupply materials, 

Thefe caftles afibrd another evidence 
that the fidions of romantick chivalry had 
for their bads the real manners of the 
feudal times, when every Lord of a feignory 
lived in his hold lawlefs and unaccountablet 
with all the licentioufnefs and infolence of 
uncQtitefted fuperiority and unprincipled 
power. The traveller, whoever he migl.t 
be, coming to the fortified habitation of a 
Chieftain, v^ould; probably, have been in- 
terrogated from the battlements, admitted 
with caution at the gate, introduced to a 
petty Monarch, fierce with habitual hofti- 
lity^ and vigilant with ignorant fufpicion ; 
yrhoi according to his general tempest, or 

accidental 
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lecldental humour, would have feated a 
ftranger as his gueft at the table^ or as a 
Ipy confined him in thie dungeon. 

Lochbuy means the Tellow Lake^ which 
is the name given to an inlet of the fea^ Up- 
on which the caftle of Mr. Maclean ftands* 
The reafon of the appellation we did not 

learn* 

We were ftow to leave the HebridtSf 
where we had fpent fome weeks with fuf- 
ficient &mufement, and where We had am-- 
plified our thoughts with new fcenes of 
bature, and new modes of life. More 
time would have given us a more diflind 
view, but it was neceflary that Mr, Bof- 
^ell Oiould return before the courts of juf- 
lice were opened ; and it was not proper to 
live too long upon hofpitality, however 
liberally imparted. 

Of thefe Iflands it muft be confcfled, that 
th«7 have not many allurements, but to 

the 
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the mere Iqtct of n^ke^J nat^arfi. The in* 
habitants are. thjn, proyifionfl are- fearc^, 
and defoJatioa and pgnjury giy^ Jiyiq 
pleafure. 

» • 

The people coUeaively eonfidcitd am 
not few, though iheir numbcra are finall 
in proportion to the fpace which they oc- 
cupy. Muli is faid to contain fix thou&ad» 
and Skjt fifteen thoufand. Of the compu- 
tation refpefting Af«//, I can give no ac- 
count ; but when I ' doubted tie truth of 
the numbers attributed to %,- one of the 
Minifters exhibited fuch fads as conquered 
my incredulity, 

1 

Of the proportion, which the produfi of 
any region bears to the people, an eftimate 
. is commonly made according to ;he pecuni- 
ary price of the neceflari(?s of life; ^ prin- 
ciple of judgment which is never cer- 
tai^> becaufe it fuppofes what is far from 
truth, that the value of money is always 

the 
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the fame, and fo meafures an unknown 
quantity by an uncertain ilandard. It is 
competent enough when the markets of the 
fame country, at different times, and thofe 
times not too diftant^ are to be compared ; 
but of very little ufefor the purpofe of mak« 
ing otie nation acquainted with the fiate 
of another. Provifions, though plenti-* 
ful, are fold in places of gp'eat pecuniary 
opulence for notninal prices, to which, 
however fcarce, where gold and filvcrarC 
yet fcarcer, they can never be raifed. 

In the Wefiem Iflands there is fo little in- 
tenial commerce, that hardly any thing has 
a known or fettled rate. The price of 
things brought in> or carried out, is to be 
coi\fidered as that of a foreign market ; and 
even this there is fome diflBculty in difco- 
vering, becaufe their denominations of 
quantity are different from ours ; and when 
there is ignorance on both fides, no appeal 
can be made to a common meafure, 

2 This, 
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This, however, is not the only impedi-* 
ment. The Scots^ with a vigilance of jea- 
loufy which never goes to fleep, alwaya 
fufped that an Engli/hman deffHTes them 
for tieir poverty, and to convince him 
that they are not lefs rich than their neigh« 
hours, are fure to tell him a price higher 
than the true. When Lejley^ two hundred 
years ago, related fo pundilioufly, that a 
hundlred hen eggs, new laid, were fold in 
the Iflands for a peny^ he fuppofed that 
no inference could poffibly followj but that, 
eggs were in great abundance. Pofterity 
has fince grown wifer ; and having learner 
ed) that nominal and real value may differ, 
they now tell no fuch ftories, left the 
foreigner fliould happen to collefl:, not that 
eggs are many, but that pence are few. 

Money and wealth have by the ufe of 
commercial language been fo long con- 
founded, that they are commonly fuppofed 
to be the fame; and this prejudice, has 

{pread 
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^read fo widely in Scotland^ that I know 
not whether I found man or woman, whom 
I interrogated concerning payments of mo- 
ney, that could furmount the illiberal defire 
of deceiving me, by reprefenting every 
thing as dearer than it is. 

From Lochbuy we rode a very few miles 
to the fide of MuU^ which faces Scotland j 
where, having taken leave of our kind pro- 
te£tor) Sir AUatiy we embarked in a boat, in 
which the feat provided for our accommo- 
dation was a heap of rough brufhwood ; and 
on the twenty-fecond of OSlober repofed at 
a tolerable inn on the main land* 

On the next day we began our journey 
fouthwards^ The weather was tcmpefiu- 
cus. For half the day the ground wa^ 
rough, and our horfes were ilill fmalU 
Had they required much reftraint, we might 
have been reduced to difficulties; for I 
think we had amongfl: us but one bridle. 

* Bb We 
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We fed the poor animals liberally, and tliey 
performed thdt journey Well: In thfe lat- 
ter patt of the day, we came to a firm and 
fmooth road, made by the fdldlers^ oh 
which we travelled with great fecurityi 
bufied with con teiii plating the fcene abdot 
us. The night came on while we had yet 
a great part of the way to go, though not 
fo dark, but that we tould difcerti the ca- 
tarafiks which poured down the hills, oil 
one fide, and fell into one general channel 
that ran with great violence dn the othef. 
The wind was loud, tjie rain was heavy, 
and the whiffling of the blaft, the fall of 
the (hower, the rufh of the oataraS:^, and 
the roar of the torrent, made a nobler cho- 

» 

rus of the rough mufick of nature than it 
had ever been my chance to hear before* 
The ftreams, which ran crofs the way from 
the hills to the main current, were fo fre- 
quent, that after a while I began to count 
them; and, in ten miles, Reckoned fifty- 
five, probably miffing fome, and having 

let 
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let Ibme pafa before they forced themfelvei| 
upon my notice. At laft we came to Inver-^ 
ary^ where we found an inn> not only 
commodious, but msgnificent. 

The difficulties of peregrination were 
now at an end. Mr. Bofwell had the ho- 
. nour of being kno^^n to the Duke of Ar^ 
gyle^ by whom we were very kindly enter- 
tained at his fplendid feat, and fupplie4 
with conveniences for furveying his fpaciT 
ous park and rifing forefls. 

After two days ftay at Invtrary we pr(?- 
ceeded Southward over Glcncroe^ a black 
and dreary region, now made eafily paflT- 
able by a military road, which rifes from 
either end of the glen by an acclivity not 
dangcroufly fteep, but fufficicntly labori- 
ous* In the middle, at the top of the hill, 
is a feat with this infcription, Reji^ and he 
thankful. Stones were placed to mark the 
diftances, which the inhabitants have taken 

B b 2 awayy 
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away, refolvedi they faid, to have no new 
mites. 

In this rainy feafon the hills ftreamed 
with waterfalls, which, croffing the way, 
formed currents on the other fide, that ran 
in contrary diredions as they fell to the 
north or fouth of the fummit. Being, hy 
the favour of the Duke, well mounted, I 
went up and down the hill with great 
coHveniencc. 

From Gkncroe we paffed through a plea- 
fant country to the banks of Loch Lomond^ 
and were received at the houfe of Sir 
yames Colquhaun^ who is owner of almoft 
all the thirty iflands of the Loch, which wc 
went in a boat next morning to furvey. 
The heavinefs of .the rain fhortened our 
voyage, but we landed on one ifland 
planted with yew, and (locked with deer, 
and oh another containing perhaps not 

more than half an acre, remarkable for the 

ruins 
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ruins of an old caftle, on which the ofprey 
builds her annual neft/ Had Loch Lomond 
been in a happier climate, it would have 
been the boaft of wealth and vanity to own 
one of the little fpot$ which it inflofes, and 
to have employed upon it all the arts of 
embellifhment. But as it is, the iflets, 
which court the gazer at a diftance, dif- 
guft hith at his approach, when he finds, 
inftead of foft lawns and fhady thickets, 
noth^pg more than uncultivated ruggednefs. 

. Where the Loch difcharges itfelf into a 
river, called the Leven^ we ijafled a night 
withMn SmoHeti a relation of Dodor Smol-- 
let, to whofe memory he has railed an 
obeliik on the bank near the houfe iii which 
he was born. The civility and refpe£t 
which we found at every placet it is un« 
grateful to omit/ and tedious to repeat. 
Here we were met by a pofl-chaife, that 
conveyed us to Glqfgow. 

B b 3 T# 



SH A jOURNEr TO THE 

To defcribc a city fo much frequented* a» 
Glafgow^ is unneceffary. The pfofperity of 
its commerce appears by the greatnefs of 
taany private houfes, and a general appear- 
ance of wealth. It is the only epifcopal 
city whofe cathedral was left flanding in 
the rage of Reformation. It is now di« 
vided into many leparatb pkces of worfliip, 
which, taken all together, compofe a great 
pile, that had been fome centuries in build- 
ing, but was never finifhed ; for the 
change of religion intercepted its progrefs, 
before the crofs ifle was added, which feems 
eflential to a Gothick cathedral. 

The college has not had a fufEcient fhare 
of the incrcafing niagnificence of the place. 
The feflion was begun ; for it commences 
on the tenth of OSiober^ and continues to 
the tenth of June^ but the ftudents appear- 
ed not numerous, being, I fuppofe, not yet 
returned from their feveral homes. The 
^vifion of the academical year into one 

fcJBoni 
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feflion» and one tcqcTs^ feexns to me bet* 
ter accommodated to the prefent ftate of 
life» than that variegation of time hy 
terms and Tacations derived from diftant 
qcnturies^ in which it was probably conve- 
jpient^ and Still continued in the Engli/b 
univerfitie$. So many folid months ais the 
Scotch fcheme of education joins together, 
allow and encourage a plan for each part of 
♦he year ; but with us, he that has fettled 
himfelf to ftudy in the college is foon 
|:empted into the country, and ihe that has 
adjufted his life in the country, is fummon- 
^d \>3Lck to his college. 

Yet when I have allowed to the univer-r 
fities of Scotland a more rational diflribu^ 
tion of time, I have given them, fo far as 
|ny inquiries have informed me, all that 
they can claim. The ftudents, for the mofl; 
^part, go thither boys, and depart before 
they are men ; they carry with them little 
fundamental knowledge, and therefore the 

Bb 4 fu^r- 
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fuperftrufture cannot be lofty. The gram-^ 
mar fchools are not generally well fuppli^ 
ed ; for the charafter of a fchool-mafter be- 
ing there lefs honourable than in England^ 
is feldom accepted by men who are capable 
to adorn it, and where the fchool hae been 
deficient, th^ college can effedt little* 

Men bred in the univerdties of Scotland 
cannot be expeded to be often decorated 

with the fplendours of ornamental enidl- 

• . 

tion^ but they obtain a mediocrity of know- 
ledge, between learning and ignorance, 
not inadequate to the purpofes of common 
life, which is, I believe, very widely diffufed 
among them, and which countenanced in 
general by a national combination fo in- 
vidious, that their friends cannot defend 
it,, and aduated in particulars by a fpirit 6i 
enterprife, fo vigorous, that their enemies 
are conftrained to praife it, enables them 
to find, or to make their way to employ- 
ment, richesj and diftindion* 

From 
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» 

From Glafgow we direded ouf courfe to 
Auchinkcky an eftate devolved, through a 
long feries of anceftors, to Mr. BofweWs 
father, the prefent poffcflbr. In our v^ay 
we found feveral places remarkable enough 
in themfelves, but already defcribcd by 
thofe who viewed them at more leifiire, or 
with much more Ikill ; and flopped two days 
at Mr. CampMPsf a gentleman married to 
Mr. Bofweir^ fiften 

Auchinlecky which fignifies a Jiony fields 
feems not now to have any particular claim 
to its denomination. It is a diflrid): gene- 
rally level, and fufEciently fertile, but like 
all the Weft em fide of Scotland^ incommoded 
by very frequent rain. It was, with the reft 
of the country, generally naked, till the 
prefent poffeffor finding, by the growth of 
ibme (lately trees near his old caftle, that 
the ground was favourable enough to tim- 
ber, adorned it very diligently with annual 

plantationst 
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Lord ^uchitdeci, who is one o£ the 
Judges of Scotland^ zxxd thcr.efore not 
wholly at leifpre for domefliclj: bttfifiefe or 
pleafure, has yet found time xo . iQakd 
improvements in his patrimpny. He hs^ 
buik 9. houfe of hewn flone, very jftately, 
fmd durablpf ^nd has advaaced the value 
of his lands virith gte^t tenderi^efs to lufi 
teqant?. 

I was, however, lefs delighted with the 
elegance of the modern manfion, than with 
the fallen dignity of the old caftle. I clam- 
bered with Mr, Bq/well among the rnins, 
which afford ilriking images of andient 
life. It is, like other caftles, built upon 
a point of rock, and was, I believe, anr' 
ciently furrounded with a moat. There is 
another rock near it^ to which the draw- 
bridge, when it was let down, is faid to 
have reached. Here, in the ages of tumult 
and rapine, the Laird was furpriied and 

« 

|:illcd by the neighbouring Chief, who 

perhapa. 
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perhaps might have extinguifhed the fa- 
mily, had he not in a few days been feiied 
and hangfed, together with his fons, By 
Douglas^ who came with his forces to x\fc 
relief of Auchinhck. 

At no great diftance from the houfe runs 
a pleafing broqk, by a red rock, out of 
which has been hewn a very agreeable and 
frommodiou"^ fummer-houfe, at lefs t^,^ 
pence, as Lord Auchinkck told me, than 
would have been required to build a ifoom 
of the fame dimenfions* The rock feems to 
have no more dampnefs than any other 
wall. Such opportunities of variety it Is 
judicious not to negled. 

We now returned to Edinburgh^ where 
I pafled fome days with mei) of learning, 
whofe ctaines want no advancement from 
my commemoration, or with women of 
elegance, which perhaps difclaims a p^-- 
Rant's praife^ 

The 
5 
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The converfation of the Scots grows eve- 
ry day lefs unpleafing to the Eofgli/b ; their 
peculiarities wear fad away; their dialed is 
likely to become in half a century provin- 
cial and ruflick, even to themfelves. The 
greaty the learned) the ambitious, and the 
vain, all cultivate the Engli/h phr»ie, and 
the Englt/h pronunciation, and in fplendid 
companies Scotch is not much heard, ex- 
cept now and then from an old Lady. 

There is one fubjed of philofophical cu- 
riofity to be found in Edinbitrghf which 
no other city has to fhew ; a college of the 
deaf and dumb, who are taught to fpeak, 

to read, to write, and to practice arithme- 
tick, by a gentleman, whofe name is Braid- 
nvood. The number which attenda him. 
is, I think, about twelve, which he 
brings together into a little fchool, and 
inftrufts according to their feveral degrees 
fif proficiency. 

Ido 
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Ido not mean to mention the inftrudion of 
the deaf as new» Having been firft pradifed 
upon the foa of a conftable of Spdit^ it was 
afterwards cultivated with much emula** 
tion in England^ by Wallis and Holder^ 
and was lately profeffed by Mr. Baker^ 
who once flattered me with hopes of feeing^ 
his method publifhed. How far s^ny for* 
mer teachers have fucceeded, it is not eafy 
to know ; the improvement of Mr. Braids 
nvood^% pupils is wonderful. They not 
only rpeakf write^ and underftand what is 

written, but if he thktfpeaks looks towards 
them, and modifies his organs 1?y diftind 
and full utterance, they know fo well what 
is rpoken, that it is an expreilion fcarcely 

figurative to fiiy, they hear with the eye. 

That any have attained to the power men<^ 
tioned by Burnet^ of feeling founds, by lay- 
ing a hand on the fpeaker's mouth, I kno^ 
not ; but I have feen fo much, that I caa be- 
lieve more ; a fingle word, or a fhoit fentence, 
I think, may poffibly be fo diftinguiihed# 

It 
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It will readily be fuppofed hf thofe tliat 

eonfider this fubje^, that Mn 3raidw0(>dh 

« 

Icholars fpell accurately. Orthograpky is 
▼itiated among fuch as learn firft to 
fpeak, and then to write, by imperfed no- 
tions of the relation between letters and 
vocal utterance j but to thofe ftudents every 
ftharaSer is of equal importance ; for let- 
ters are to them not fymbols of names, but 
of things ; when they write they do not 
reprefent a found, but delineate a form. 

This fchool I viiited, and fi^und fome of 
the icholars waiting for their mailer, whom 

.they are faid to receive at his entrance with 
fmiling countenances and fparkling eyes, 
delighted with the hope of new ideas. One 

't>f the young Ladies had her flate before 
her, on which I wrote a queftion confifling 

'of three figures, to be multiplied by two 
figures. She looked upon it, and quiver- 
ing her fingers in a manner which I thought 
very pretty, but of which I know not whe- 
ther 
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tbcr it was art or play, multiplied the fiim 
regularly in two lines, obfcrving the deci* 
mal place ; but did not add the two lines to- 
gether, probably difdaining fo eafy an ope- 
iration; I pointed at the place where the 
fum total fhould ftand, and fhe noted it 
with fuch expedition as feemed to (hew 
that Ihe had it only to write. 

It was pleafing to fee one of the moft 
defperate of human calamities capable of fo 
much help : whatever enlarges hope, will 
exalt courage ; after having feen the deaf 
taught arithmetick, who would be afraid 
to cultivate the Hebrides ? 

« 

Such arc the things which this journey 
has given me an opportunity of feeing, 
and fuch ^re the refled;ions which that 
fight has raifed. Having paflcd my time 
almoft wholly in cities, I may have been 
furprifed by modes of life and appearances 
of naturet that are familiar to men of 

wider 
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wider fuirey and more varied coareriatioa. 
'Novelty iod ignorance muft always be 
redprocal, and I cannot but be confck>as 
that my thoughts on national manners, are 
the thoughts of one who has feen but little. 
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